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LONG ISLAND INDIGENOUS PEOPLE MUSEUM & RESEARCH INSTITUTE RECIEVES PROVISIONAL 

CHARTER FROM BOARD OF REGENTS, THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT, THE UNIVERSITY 

OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 

 

In a letter dated March 11, 2014, the New York State, Board of Regents notified the Founding Member of the Executive 

Board of the LONG ISLAND INDIGENOUS PEOPLE MUSEUM & RESEARCH INSTITUTE (LIIPMRI) that their 

charter application was formally approved (voted) in Albany, New York.  This winter, the museum’s Executive Board 

submitted an application to obtain a provisional museum charter for a combined history museum and historical society; 

which is in honor of the life of Chief Mongotucksee [1551-1636], believed to be a grand sachem of Long Island.  

 

LIIPMRI will be more than a traditional museum focusing on retention, reinforcement, and reintroduction! It will embrace 

current and future technology using online searchable databases, digitizing, etools, apps, webinars, and virtual exhibit 

halls. It will also have a digital museum and library (or information retrieval system) that will collect materials and store it 

electronically in different media formats.  Materials will be accessible via computer, apps, tablets, and Smart Phones. The 

museum’s electronic digitized content will be stored locally, as well as using new cloud storage technology, and made 

accessible remotely to the general public.  The goal is to become a sustainable museum and research institution that will 

cover the history of the indigenous people from the west end of the Island (including Kings and Queens Counties) to 

Montauk and Orient Point. 

 

“A lot of research has already been done on the Indigenous People of the Island,” Sandi Brewster-walker, the museum’s 

President & Executive Director stated, “I have a database of over 19,000 genealogies.  The invisible people of the Island 

have also fought in every war from the first contact with the European settlers to the Iraq War.”   

 

Brewster-walker continued, “Susan Smith McKinney Steward, born approx. 1847 in Brooklyn to Sylvanus and Anne Smith 

was the 1
st
 woman of color to become a doctor in Brooklyn.  Her father was a successful pig farmer.  Her mother was the 

daughter of a Shinnecock Indian woman and her father's ancestors included a Montauk Indian.”   

 

Initially, the museum will have three (3) special collections: Yamaqua, Strong and Swan.  The Yamaqua Collection is the 

research notes of Sandra Brewster-walker.  She has researched the history of Long Island Natives for over 40-years, and 

her collection of research notes, manuscripts, and papers brings together the history of an invisible people of Long Island.   
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Brewster-walker, a Montaukett Native has ancestors and heritage links to three of the largest Long Island Nations and is a 

member of the National Council of American Indians in Washington DC.   The museum is a lifelong dream of hers.  She 

is also a graduate of Dowling College, and a former political appointee of President Bill Clinton. 

 

Retired Professor John A. Strong’s Native American Collection consists of his notes and research on the Long Island 

Indigenous tribes.  Strong has a Ph.D. in social studies from Syracuse University. He is an expert on Native Americans in  

Colonial America, particularly the Indians of the East Coast, and Long Island. Prof. Strong is the author of The 

Unkechaug Indians of Eastern Long Island (book), “Wyandanch, Sachem of the Montauketts” in Awakening the Past: 

The East Hampton 350th Anniversary Lecture; The Alginquian Peoples of Long Island:”The Pigskin Book: Record of 

Native American Whalemen”, Long Island Historical Journal and more. 

 

Retired educator and historian Robert Swan has two (2) PhDs, and has researched the Brooklyn community for over fifty 

(50) years, and you still can find him almost any day at a New York City Public Library, university library or historical 

society.  He has written numerous papers and is currently completing a series of volumes dealing with the history of 

Brooklyn. 

 

Mary Treadwell, an Unkechaug tribal member and CEO of the Unkechaug Nation Community Development Corporation 

will manage the historical society component.  The society is for gathering, preserving, and disseminating knowledge 

about the past through family research, collections management, preservation, genealogy, and interpretation, as well as 

making its resources available to the general public. Historical society members will be asked to volunteer as docents to 

advance the educational mission of the museum, whether onsite or online. The docents will conduct onsite and online 

tours, as well as providing educational programs for the general public using dialogue, inquiry, role playing and 

storytelling.  

 

For the last few months, Bonnie Bredes, a librarian has been chairing a committee of local librarians and archivist, who 

have help make the museum a reality.  Their latest project is a Long Island Indigenous People Annotated Bibliography.  

Bredes holds a M.L.S (Master in Library Science) and M.S. in Technological Systems Management with a concentration in 

Educational Technology. 

 

Over the next few months, the museum’s Executive Board will begin the process of becoming a major heritage, culture 

and tourism museum on the Island, as its goal is to be sustainable.  It will also begin the hard work of locating a site for 

the museum building along the south shore of the Island.  The Board’s hope is to locate a site with historical significance 

and easy access. 
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Other members of the LIIPMRI’s Executive Board of Trustees are Ed Keiman, treasurer, and Joysetta Pearse, executive 

director of the African American Museum of Nassau County.   

 

The African American Museum is presently working on the 200
th
 Anniversary of Pyrrhus Consor of Southampton, who 

was a whaler and participated in the 1849 California Gold Rush.  This fall, they will team with the Indigenous People 

Museum to open a maritime and whaling panel exhibit 

 

“We have been reaching out to other museums, researchers, historical societies, preservation associations, local, state 

and regional tribal leaders, who can offer technical assistance, as well as on-and-off reservation Native people.” 

Brewster-walker stated, “We are inviting them to serve on our Honorary Advisory Committee. “   

 

Additional information can be obtained by contacting Sandi Brewster-walker (sbrewsterw@att.Biz or 631-268-2003). 
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