
HISTORY TIMELINE 

1 

 

Adrian 

BlockBeginning 

Date 

Month Day/ or 

Ending Date 

 

1524 1525 Verrazzano Exploration to the Island of Shells [Long Island].  Verrazzano wrote about the Natives on the coast: 

“The people excel us in size: They are of bronze color.  Some inclining more to whiteness.  Others to tawny color.  The face 

sharply cut.  Their hair long and black…” 

(Bohlander, 1992) 

 

1551 1636 MONQOTUCKSEE “Long knife” [born 1551-1636] was Grand Sachem of Long Island. 

 

1571 1659 WYANDANCE was born in 1571 and died 1659, while Grand Sachem of the Montauk Indians.  He was married to 

WICHIKITTAUBT.  In a deed for the Town of Smithtown, it is mentioned that the land he deeded away was that of his maternal 

grandmother. 

 

1595  Rev. Nathaniel Brewster (European) was born; by 1655 he was in Setauket, Town of Brookhaven, NY    (Brewster-walker, 2005, 

p. 1) 

 

1609 Sept. 6 Henry Hudson explores the island of Shells (Long Island). 

 
1610 1660 Over a 50-year period the Long Island Indian population dropped from 6,000 to 1,000, “Lacking any warlike instincts, and 

decimated by disease, the local Indian population was finally relegated to life in isolated locations or absorbed by the general 

population.”  (Wells, 1977, p. 2) 

 

1613  Adrian Block sailed up the East River, through Hell’s Gate, then eastward  down the length of the 

Long Island Sound.  He was the first to discover that the Island of Shells was indeed an island. 

 

1614  Adrian Block sailed around the island calling it Long Island because of its length. 

 

1633   John Winthrop, Governor of Massachusetts Colony, considers Long Island the best place for obtaining wampum for trade. 

 

1635   Charles I (King of England) gave all of Long Island to the Earl of Sterling. 

 

1635 1636 Lion Gardiner journeys to America to build the Saybrook Fort in Connecticut to protect settlers at mouth of the Connecticut River.  

This was the same year Charles I (King of England) gave all of Long Island to the Earl of Sterling. 

 

1636 1637 WYANDANCE backs the English in their war against the Pequot Indians of Connecticut.  WYANDANCE exerted a great deal of 

authority over his own group of Montauks, as well as the other eastern Long Island groups of Shinnecocks, Corchaugs, and 

Manhassets.  WYANDANCE considered the English his friend and they made him chief negotiator for the other eastern Long 

Island Indians. 
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1636   Sir William Alexander, the Scottish Earl of Sterling and a close friend of King Charles, secures a 1636 Plymouth Company patent 

for all of Long Island and the adjacent territories.   

  

1636   British settlers from New Haven landed at Yennicock at Conscience Point, Long Island, and settled in the territory of Corchaug 

just south of the region known by the Natives as “the old village.”   Capt. Lion Gardiner, a 38-year-old soldier, engineer and 

adventurer commanded the British in Connecticut, whom Wyandanch pledged loyalty. He had been commissioned to Connecticut 

in 1636, with orders from the Crown to establish a fort at what is now Saybrook, Conn. It was there that Gardiner and Wyandanch 

first met. Gardiner was without doubt an impressive man for his time.  He stood over 6 feet tall, with brilliant red hair and piercing 

blue eyes.  Gardiner's main appeal to Wyandanch lay in the simple fact that Gardiner was the first white man to treat the Indians 

with civility. His first impulse was to seek friendship rather than confrontations, to come to know the Indians, not simply conquer 

them. Gardiner viewed the Indian as his Christian brother, and not an obstacle to be beaten down, in the name of enlightened 

European civilization.    

 

1636   Lyon [Lion] Gardiner was Commander of Fort at Saybrook, Connecticut during the winter of 1636/7.  And Sir William Alexander, 

the Scottish Earl of Sterling and a close friend of King Charles, secures a 1636 Plymouth Company patent for all of Long Island 

and the adjacent territories.    

 

1636 1651 MONQOTUCKSEE elder son POGGATACUT [Youghoo, Yoco or Yovowan] became the Grand Sachem of Long Island. 

 

After the death of Mongotucksee, the Montauks were subjugated by the Iroquos or six Nations, and became their tributaries, as 

indeed did the most, if not all the Indian Tribes on Long island.  On the authority of the Rev. Dr. Bassett, the Dutch Reformed 

minster at Bushwick, Long Island, about 1833, and who was previously a minister of that church in Albany, it is said that the 

Montauk Indians paid a tribute to the Six Nations of Indians; and that the consistory of the Dutch church at Albany, in their desire 

to preserve peace between the Indian tribes, were formerly the means through which this tribute passed from one to the other.  

Wampum, or Indian money, and dried clams were the payments in which this tribute was made. (Denton, 1845, p. 63) 

 

1637   After Pequot defeat, WYANDANCH petitions English through his friend Lion Gardiner for protection and trade    

 

1639   Wyandance’s son WYANDANBONE was born. 

 

1639  Lion and Mary Gardiner move to Isle of Wight (Gardiner’s Island). 

 

1640   Montauks make their first alliances with the New English settlements of Connecticut in the mid-1640.  This is the same year, the 

English settled Southold. 

 

1640  Southampton – “A catechism specially written for the Indians was a reminder of the presence of a large number of Indians on 

Long Island.” (Nicholson, May 1956, p. 4) 

 

1641  An Indian was murdered in New York (New Amsterdam) and the Indians on Long Island joined with those in Connecticut against 
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the Dutch.  (Mann, 1949, p. 18) 

 

1642  “…and take on hundred of Southampton Indians with an hundred of your own here…” per Miantionomo, Narragansett Sachem to 

the Montauk Sachem, concerning the plot to massacre the colonists, as written by Lyon Gardner.  (Gardner, page 26)  

[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1643  GUNWARROWE, sachem of the Mattinecock was hostile, but made peace.  (Mann, 1949, p. 18) 

 

1643  Some farmers on Long Island stole two wagons loads of Indian corn from the Indians, and when the rightful owners attempted to 

recover their property, the thieves killed three Indians.  The Indians on Long Island with those along the Hudson, rose to the 

number of two thousand and in furious forays killed a number of settlers, and did much damage to property.  [Town of 

Hempstead]  (Mann, 1949, p. 18) 

 

1643   During the Kieft’s War of 1643, the Matinecock were split up.  Many fought the Dutch, but Chief Whitneymen (One Eye) 

maintained diplomatic ties with the Dutch and negotiated for peace.  Secretary Van Tienhoven reported about 50 families were left 

of the Martinecocks in 1650. (Flint, 1896, pp. 49-50) 

 

1643 March 24 During the morning, PENAWITZ, Chief of the Carnarsies sent three messengers to the Fort at Amsterdam bearing a flag of truce.   

Only two of the [Dutch] men were brave enough to leave the Fort and go out to meet them, ___ De Vries, and Jacob Olfersten.    

The Carnarsies asked why the Dutch had murdered their people when they had never harmed them.  De Vries answered that they 

did not know that the Carnarsies were at war with them.  The Indians then asked De Vries to meet with their Sachem in council 

and De Vries and Olfersten, being men of some courage agreed.  They left with the Indians in a small canoe, and went to a place 

near rockaway where they found the chief and some three hundred warriors in a village of about thirty wigwams.  The next day 

they went with the Carnarsies to a meeting in the woods where sixteen chiefs were assembled.  The chiefs seated themselves in a 

ring and place the two Dutchmen in the centre.  Then one of the Indians a rose holding in his hand a bundle of small sticks.  

“When you first came to our coasts,” he began, “you sometimes had no food.  We gave you our beans and corn, and relieved you 

with our oysters and fish.  Now, for recompense, you murder our people,” __ and he laid down one of the sticks in his hand.  “In 

the beginning of your voyage you left your people her with their goods.  We traded with tem, and cherished them as the apple of 

our eye.  We gave them our daughters for companions, who have borne them children.  Many Indians have sprung from the 

Swannekens; and now you massacre your own blood.”  Here he laid down another stick, but before he could continue De Vries 

rose and suggested that the Chiefs should accompany him to Fort at New Amsterdam where they could plead their case and state 

their grievances before the governor in person.  The Indians agreed to this, and Kieft received them graciously.  A peace was 

patched up, but the Indians were by no means statisfied with the presents that were given them.  (Mann, 1949, pp. 19-20)     

(Rockwell)     (Munsell) 

 

1643 March 25 Dutch Colonial government minutes of March 25, 1643 has the following entry, narrating a previous state of hostility, and the 

concluding of a peace between the Long island Indians and the Dutch Government.  “Whereas, in some time past, several 

misunderstandings have taken place between the savages of Long Island and our nation, by which, from both sides, blood has 

streamed upon the land, the houses have been robbed and burned, with the killing of the stock and carrying off the corn by the 
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Indians, so it is, that between us and them who already follow the banner of their great chief, PENNOWITS, a solid peace has 

been established, so that all injuries, from whatsoever side, are hereby forgiven and forgotten.”  (Furman, Antiquities of Long 

Island, 1874, pp. 66-67) 

 

1643 October 24 In the Dutch Colonial History, under the date of October 24, 1643, it is written that “Long Island is stripped of its [Dutch] people 

and cattle except for a few insignificant places over against the main which are about to be abandoned.  The English among us 

have not escaped.  They too, except at one place, are all murdered and burnt.” [Onderdonk, Dutch Colonial History]  (Mann, 1949, 

p. 19) 

 

1643  According to Armbruster, the Matinecoc[k] removed in 1643 temporarily to the territory of their neighbor, the Nesaquake, and 

later they even sold part of that territory to the white settlers.  Two years after, the Matinecock had invaded the Nesaquake land the 

eastern tribes took the four tribes under their protection. [?] (Armbruster, 1914, p. 38) 

 

1643 Dec. 13 Town of Hempstead - CHIEF TACKAPOUSKA (numerous references to him in the Town of Hempstead records) and “the One 

Eyed Sachem” along with other Indians conveyed to Rev. John Fordham and John Carman of Connecticut (agents of the settlers) 

64,000 acres. (Nicholson, May 1956, p. 6)  

 

The actual village was started in Hempstead in 1644; then they petitioned Governor Kieft for a patent under the Dutch 

government.  It was granted Nov. 16, 1644 and the land is described as running from the East River to the South Sea, and from 

Matthew Garretson’s Bay (Little Neck Bay) to Hempstead Harbour.  There were about thirty or forty families among these first 

settlers from Stamford, CT. (Mann, 1949, p. 20) 

 

1644  The first permanent European settlement in Hempstead established.  (Mann, 1949, p. 5) 

 

1644  “The hostile spirit manifested by the Indians in what is now Kings county, in the year 1644, was such that the Dutch government 

stationed soldiers in the town of New Utrecht to defend the inhabitants from the aborigines.  The English soldiers mentioned in the 

following official document, describing an Indian attack upon New Utrecht, in which their conduct is complained of, were not 

foreign soldiers brought into the colony, but were the inhabitants of the adjoining English town of Gravesend, who had been 

enrolled by the Dutch authorities in this emergency.”  (Furman, Antiquities of Long Island, 1874, p. 67) 

 

1644  Fall Hartford [CT] Treaty - Chief Wyandance – WYANDANCH, YOUGHCO (YOVAWAM) [sachem], MOUGHMAITOW (sachem 

from Corchaug) and WEENAGAMIN (sachem of Shinnecock) went to Hartford for a meeting of the Commissioners of the United 

Colonies (including New Haven, Plymouth, Massachusetts Bay and Connecticut).  Union was formed 1643.  Rhode Island did not 

join.  Roger William’s policy remained anathema to the Puritans.  At the meeting, the Long Island sachems agreed to become 

tributaries to the English and granted the English exclusive purchase rights to Eastern Long Island.  Hartford Treaty reaffirmed the 

principle of English colonial law. (Pulsifer, 1968, p. 19) 

 

1644   The first 10 slaves were manumitted by the Dutch Governor Kieft after 18-years of service.  They received land; however three of 

their children were obligated to serve the Dutch Company as slaves. 
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1644 

 

 The Hempstead settlers were suspicious of PENAWITZ, Chief of the Carnarsies, and [Rev. Mr. Fordham] sent a message to 

Governor Kieft.  PENAWITZ was thought to have burned some houses and having killed some of the white settlers.  The 

Governor never waited to inquire about the truth of these accusations, but at once launched a punitive expedition against the 

Carnarsies with instructions to exterminate them.  About one hundred men were sent in three divisions under the separate 

leadership of Captain John Underhill, Dr. La Montagne (instead might have been Captain Pietersen), and Peter Cook.   

(Thompson B. F., 1839, p. 147)                (Mann, 1949, p. 21) 

 

They landed at Schout’s Bay and marched through Hempstead, and then fell on the Carnarsies.  The Dutch force only lost one man 

and three wounded, however 120 Indians were killed. And only two Indian prisoners were captured and taken to Fort Amsterdam, 

where one was murdered by the soldiers with the long knives with which Kieft had armed them.    The mortally wounded Indian is 

said to have continued to dance the death dance until he actually fell dead.  The other was first brutally mutilated, and then 

beheaded on a millstone in Beaver Lane near the Battery.  (Harrison and Lamb) 

 

1644 April Rev. Mr. Fordham [Town of Hempstead] sent word to Governor Kieft that he had imprisoned in his cellar seven (7) Indians, who 

had been convicted of stealing a pig.  Gov. Kieft sent a squad of fifteen or sixteen soldiers by boat to take the Indians prisoners, 

but the Natives did not surrender without a fight, and in this first encounter three of them were killed.  The remaining four were 

marched to the Dutch boats at Cow Bay to be taken to Fort Amsterdam.  But there was no room in the boats for the four Indians, 

so the Indians were tied around their necks and towed behind the boats in the water.  Two Indians perished on the way to the Fort, 

and the others upon arriving were immediately killed.  It was discovered that the Hempstead English settlers had killed the pig 

themselves. 

 

[Doc. Hist. IV, p. 105] [Onderdonk’s Annals of Hempstead]  [Wilson, R. R., History of Long Island] 

 

1644   Four long Island tribes band together under Poggatacut, the Sachem before Wyandance. 

 

1645 May 24 WITTANEYMEN, a Sachem of the Shinnecock Indians went to New Netherland (Manhattan) with forty-seven armed men.  The 

Dutch West India Company supplied the Sachem with a sloop and rations to fight their enemy (unnamed).  On May 29th, 

Wittaneymen declared he had been empowered by the Indians of Shelter Island, Curchaug, and Montauk to protect several towns 

in the center of the Island.  

 

1645 Sept. 10 “The West India Company received a deed from SEYSEY, CHIEF SAPINTO, PONITARANCHGYNE…of the lands between the 

Coney Island to Gouwanes along the North river and from Coney Island along the seashore to Weywitsprittner and thence North 

by West and North ‘North’ West to Gouwanes aforesaid.”  (Van Wyck, 1924, p. 554) 

 

1646  “A small tribe of Nyack [Najack] Indians was settled at Nyack, on Long Island, in 1646; and they are mentioned in the records of 

the Dutch Colonial government of the New Netherlands (now New York) of that year.”  (Van Wyck, 1924, p. 554)  (Furman, 

1874, p. 30) 
 

1646  Furman referred to the Marechkawick Indians in the following paragraph: “It is said there is a tradition that a small tribe of Indians 

formerly inhabited the valley between the Brooklyn, Jamaica, and Flatbush Turnpike road, and the Gowanus mill-ponds in the 
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town of Brooklyn.  On arrival and settlement of the Europeans here a quarrel ensued between them and this tribe, in which one of 

the settlers was killed.  In order to avoid the vengeance of the whites, the little tribe moved to the Jersey shore not far from 

Communipaw, where they had scarcely seated themselves before the whites attached them in the night and slaughtered them all.”   

(Furman, 1874, p. 30-31)  (Van Wyck, 1924, p. 554-555) 

 

1646   COCKENOE makes it back to his home at Montauk. 

 

1646 1702 Wyandance’s sister married COCKENOE, who had been captured as a youth by the Pequot and sold to Richard Calicott of 

Dorchester, CT.  I’m not sure which sister he married.  Cockenoe, earlier met Rev. John Eliott, and helped him translate the Bible 

into an Indian language.  In 1646, he made it back to Montauk as an educated man, and begun working with Wyandance as a 

translator.  His name is found in many of the deeds signed by Chief Wyandance.  Cockenoe died in 1702, and was buried at 

Montauk.  An Island off the coast of Connecticut shore is named after him.           (Bailey P. , The Thirteen Tribes of Long Island, 

1959, p. 24) 

 

1647 July 4 “In the deed of confirmation given to the white settlers of Hempstead on the 4
th

 of July, 1647, by the Massapeage, Merioke, and 

Rockaway tribes of Indians, they mention the fact of the Montauk Sachem ‘Being present at the confirmation.’  

(Furman, Antiquities of Long Island, 1874, p. 61) 

 

1647  Governor Stuyvesant became the new Dutch Governor. 

 

1647   Murder of Mrs. Thomas Halsey in 1649: The English summoned WYANDANCE (Hartford, CT), and Mr. Gardner remained with 

the Indians on Long island until their chief (Wyandance) was safely returned.  Wyandance later captured the Pequot hiding on 

Long Island, who murdered the woman, and sent him to Hartford where he was tried, convicted, and executed. 

 

1647   ANN VAN ANGOLA, a widowed African woman received a patent for a farm on (New Netherland) or Manhattan Island from the 

Dutch. 

 

1647 Aug The Curchaug Chief was CALEJAJACK. 

 

1648  A series of 16 documents were signed between the East Hampton settlers and the Montauk, each taking away more of the Natives' 

land, beginning in 1648 when they were paid in trade goods - coats, hoes, hatchets, knives, drills, looking glasses - for all of the 

land from the Southampton border to Napeague. 

 

1648   NOWEDINA (Nowedonah), a daughter was Sunk Squa over the Shinnecock  

 

1648 Mar 21 Indian Deed 

UXSQUEPASSEM, Sachem and his three brothers: WEEKWACUP, NOWCONNEEY and NEESANTQUAGGUS  (Town Clerk, 

1880, pp. 76-77) 

[Town of Brookhaven Deeds] 
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1648 Spring Governor Eaton of New Haven, [?] Hopkins of Connecticut sent Thomas Stanton, a Connecticut merchant to purchase lands for 

them on the Eastern end of Long Island.  Stanton was frequently called upon to negotiate with the Indians, he had mastered the 

language spoken on the eastern end of Long Island.  (Hoadly, 1857, pp. I:523-524 [reprint 20-21]) 

 

1648 Fall Wyandance and his interpreter Cockenoe including thirteen other sachems met with the English to negotiate the purchase of 

31,000 acre parcel of Montauk land between eastern boundaries of Southampton and Napeaque Bay.  (Osborne, East Hampton 

Town Records, 1734-1849, 1889, p. I:13) 

 

1648   The New England Governor sold the rights to 31,000 acres to a group of colonist, who were determined to establish a settlement.  

They arrived from New England in 1648, and landing at Northwest Harbor, calling their new settlement "Maidstone,” since many 

of them were from Maidstone, England. Later the town was renamed East Hampton.   

 

1649   WYANDANCE’s commitments in the Hartford Treaty were put to a test; clause was “Indians who injured English people or 

property be turned over to the English.”  The Southampton settlers accused the Shinnecock of murdering an English woman.  

MANDUSH, the Shinnecock sachem refused to cooperate with the investigation.  (Pulsifer, 1968, p. 9: 143) 

 

Lion Gardiner sent Wyandance to the Shinnecock village to urge them to end the impasse.  With MANDUSH’s consent, 

WYANDANCE took the accused men to Hartford where they were tried and executed.  .  (Pulsifer, 1968, p. 9: 143)   

 

Another historian claimed a Montauk brave was accused of the murder of an East Hampton settler.  It was discovered that the 

murderer was a Pequot Indian.  The settlers did not trust the Montauks, and believed that the Dutch were secretly arming the 

Indians for a massive uprising!   

 

[Treaty] 

1649  There was an Indian uprising in Southampton, but it died down in a few days.  (Tuttle, 1962, p. 30) 

 

1650   The Treaty of Hartford drew a boundary between the Dutch and English settlements. It gave the Dutch the western part of Long 

Island, and the English the eastern part.  

 

1650  The English Navigation Act of 1650 was an attempt to restrict the mercantile efforts of the Dutch and to increase revenue for 

England.   

 

1651  The English Navigation Act of 1651 was an attempt to restrict the mercantile efforts of the Dutch and to increase revenue for 

England. 

 

1651   PAGGATACUT (Pogfatacut) was Grand Sachem before Wyandance, and was his elder brother.  He was also the Sachem of 

Curchaug.  He died in 1651. 

 

1651   Upon POGGATACUT death in 1651, his successor his brother Wyandance became Grand Sachem. 
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1651   Occum married MARY FOWLER, A Indian and daughter of JAMES and BETTY FOWLER. Some of their other children were 

DAVID, and JACOB FOWLER.  (Ottery, 1993, p.316)   

 

1651  8,000 acres of Shelter Island (known as Monchonock) was purchased by four merchants [Captain Thomas Middleton, Thomas 

Rous, Constant Sylvester and his brother, Captain Nathaniel Sylvester] as a provisioning plantation for their Barbadian sugar 

interest.  (Osborne, Records of the Town of East Hampton, 1887, pp. [1]: 96-99)   

 

1652   The first slaves arrived in Rhode Island sometime around 1652, and the first documented slave ship was the “Sea Flower” arriving 

in Newport in 1696.   (Stokes, 2006) 

 

1652 Feb 14 A disposition by Rev. Wilhelmus Grasmeer mentioned “the Manhattans Indians of New Netherland, living at Nayack [Najack], a 

place on Long Island directly opposite Staten Island.”  (Van Wyck, 1924, p. 555) 

 

1652  Nov 22 Deed to Van Werckhoven with the underwriting date of December 1, 1652 showing that CHIEFS SEISEU and CHIEF MATTANO 

owners of the lands accept merchandise in payment for the lands so described.  MATTANO was probably ‘MATTHENO,’ chief of 

Staten Island and the Nyack.”  (Van Wyck, 1924, p. 555) 

 

1653   Rev. Leverick, one of the first purchasers of Oyster Bay, studied the Indian language of Massachusetts; was employed by the 

Society for Propagating the Gospel in New England and as a teacher of the Natives on Long Island.    (Prime, 1845, p. 99) 

 

1653 April 2 RASEOKAN (Ratiocan) was sagamore of Matinnicoke signed the 1653 April 2 agreement of Huntington (Ketewomoke).  

(Town of Huntington, 1887, p. 1)    

  

1653 Summer Massapequa Indian battle at Fort Neck at the south side of the town of Oyster Bay.      (Prime, 1845, p. 96) 

 

“The only battle which the English settlers upon Long Island had with the Indians was in 1653, in the storming of the Indian fort 

upon Fort Neck, in Queens county.  The Indians had for some little time previous shown a very unfriendly disposition towards the 

English settlers in that part of the island; at last they garrisoned this fort upon Fort Neck, from which they at times issued  forth in 

parties, destroying the crops of the colonists and driving off their cattle and horses, and eventually killed some two or three of the 

settlers.  The colonists at once assembled and all of them being armed, they put themselves under the command of Capt. John 

Underhill; who at once stormed the Indian fort, and in doing which destroyed so many of their people that the Indians were  veery 

peaceful towards the English colonists on Long Island ever after.” 

 

“The following extraordinary circumstance connected with the battle is related by Samuel Jones, Esq., in his communication 

adddressed to John Pintard, Esq., Secretary of the New York Historical Society, and printed in the third volume of the collections 

of that Society.  

  After the battle at Fort neck, the weather being very cold, and the wind northwest, Capt. Underhill and his men collected the 

bodies of the Indians, and threw them in aheap on the brow of the hill, and ten sat down on the leeward side of the heap to eat their 

breakfast. 

  When this part of the country came to be settled, the highway across the neck passed directly over the spot where it was said the 
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heap of Indians lay, and the earth in that spot was remarkably different from the ground around it, being strongly tinged with a 

reddish cast, which the old people said was occasioned by the blood of the Indians. 

  Mr. Jones, speaking of this tradition, observes: ‘this appearance was formerly very conspicuous.  Having heard the story above 

sixty years ago (that is before the year 1752), I frequently viewed and remarked the spot with astonishment.  But by digging down 

the hill for repairing the highway the appearance is now entirely gone.” 

(Furman, Antiquities of Long Island, 1874, pp. 69-70) 

 

1654  A purchase agreement for the rest of Shelter Island and Robins Island with the Manhansetts band.  (Wickham, 1882 - 1884, p. [1]: 

158) 

 

[Purchase agreement] 

1654 1656 RASAOKAN, he is found as the Sachem of the Mattinicock Indians between 1654 and 1656 

 

1654  The year after the settlement in Huntington, a number of Southold men acquired the Setauket land.  (Innes, 1921, p. 2) 

 

1655  The treaty of 1655, prohibiting the Montauk from selling their remaining lands to anyone but East Hampton, first established 

WYANDANCE as the "chief sachem of Long Island" to facilitate land transfers as far west as Huntington. Complaints from 

Sachems and settlers there led Governor Nicolls to declare the title void in 1665.  

 

1655  John Scott's map of the Island drawn in 1655 and published in 1680 showed the village of Easthampton, the point as Wampanog, 

and Myantoket as the peninsula, as well as the new Native fort - the only map to do so. By the beginning of the 1700s Southack's 

map of Long Island lists E. Hampton, Montock Point, Napage Sandy Beach, and Indian Town on the Napeage part of the 

peninsula. A British navigation map of the 1770s depicts the Indian Plantation in the middle of the peninsula on the east side of 

Fort Pond Bay, named after the Native fort there.   

 

1655   The first Dutch cargo of slaves arrived directly from Guinea, Africa on Witt Paert's "White Horse" ship. 

 

1655  Rev. Nathaniel Brewster [European] was a minister of a church in Setauket, NY.  (Brewster-walker, 2005, p. 1) 

 

1655  The east end of the territory of Easthampton is formed by the peninsula of Montauk, at the end of Napeague beach. This 

peninsula extends to the northeast about nine miles, and contains some nine thousand acres, exclusive of the numerous ponds. At 

the narrowest part, half-way from Napeague to Montauk Point, one of these, called Fort Pond, nearly divides Montauk into two 

parts. The western part is called the Hither Woods. The eastern broadens into a large open tract, which is divided breadthwise by a 

much larger body of water, called Great Pond. The northern part of this pond, running up almost to the Sound, divides this eastern 

tract into two nearly equal portions, of which the western is known as the North Neck, the eastern as the Indian Field ; at i ts 

southern end it does not approach the sea so nearly, and divides the region unequally, the portion lying westward, toward Fort 

Pond, being much smaller than that toward the Point. When Easthampton was settled this tract was occupied by a numerous tribe, 

under the great sachem Wyandance. Their relations with the English were friendly from the first. In 1655 the sachem not only 

allowed them to cut grass on any part of Montauk, but agreed that " if att any tyme hereafter the Sachem or his successors see 

cause to alienate the sd land att montaukut that it shall not be let sold or alienated to any person or persons but the Inhabitants of 
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Easthampton afore*1." ' This agreement was renewed for seven years in 1658. Within a year Wyandance died, leaving the Sachem 

Squa or Sunk Squa and his young son, Wiancombone, in the guardianship of Lion Gardiner and his son. Then the Montauks were 

attacked and nearly destroyed by the Block Island Indians, and the remnant of the tribe fled to Easthampton, where the settlers 

seem to have treated them kindly. The first sale of Montauk was made in 1660, and was a grant of the whole peninsula, which was 

conveyed by "THE OULD SACHEM SQUA, LATE WIFE OF WAIANDANCE, DISCEASED, AND HER SONNE 

WIANCOMBONE, POGUATONE, SHEBANOW, MASSAQUAT, POWHE, GENTLEMAN," and their associates, to the 

inhabitants of Easthampton, the latter paying them ten pounds sterling annually for ten years, " eyther in Indean corne [at 4s. a 

bushel] or els in good wampumpeague at six a penney."' But in a bond made at the same time the settlers promise " that if when 

the Commissioners sit there be any corse taken for there [i.e., the Indians'] safe livinge at Meantaquit and that they desire there 

againe to sitt downe we will give them free liberty soe to doe." ' 

Very soon the Indians desired to avail themselves of this privilege of returning. In place of the deed of 1660 they therefore, on 

February II, 1 Montauk (MS.) Papers, 1:11. * Ibid., i :i. ' Ibid., 1:12. 

1661 (1662 N. S.), gave a deed of " all y' peice or neck of land belonging to Muntaucut land westward, to a fresh pond in a 

beach."' This grant of the Hither Woods, however, was, apparently, not to all the inhabitants, but "unto these our friends the 

Inhabitants of Easthampton, Excepting such as have Exempted themsellves from yc former agreement and shall from this our 

grannt." Light is thrown upon this by a deposition in the Easthampton town records, bearing date February 15, 1660 (1661 N. S.), 

and therefore referring to the "former agreement." " Beniamin Price saith that hee heard John Cirtland say when Meantaquit was to 

be bought that he had land enoughe and that he would not joyne in the purchase."' It appears, then, that only such of the inhabitants 

as chose contributed to the purchase of the Montauk lands, however lacking in public spirit he who refused may have been thought 

to be. The same deed stipulated that when the Indians had harvested their corn, the settlers' cattle might be driven in and pastured 

on the eastern half of the peninsula also; and that, according to previous agreements,' the inhabitants of Easthampton should have 

the refusal of the remaining land. (Johnston, Pond, & Abbatt, June 1883, pp. 237-238) 

 

1655 1687 Chiefs of the Setauket (Setalcott) clan between 1655-1687 were Warawakny, John Mayhew and Gie in order.  (Wells, 1977, p. 1)   

 

1655  April 14 Text – “Article of agreement, and a firme bargaine agreed and confirmed, betweene the Sachem of Setaucet, WARAWAKMY, by 

name, with the joint consent of himself, and the next of his kindered, have bargained and sold unto John Scudder, John Swesie, 

Jonathan Porter, Thomas Mabbs, Roger Cheston, Thomas Charles, a peece or tract of land, with all medowes, upland, timber, 

trees, or whatsoever benifite or privilege there unto belonging next adioyning to the bounds of Nesequagg, and from thence, being 

bounded with a river, or great napock, nerly nemaukak, eastward, and bounded next unto Nesequakee bounds, as by trees being 

marked doth appear, also the Sachem, with the consent of his next kindred, hath given free liberty and granted unto the sayd 

purchasers, free liberty for their eatell to run beeyond the bounds, if occasion bee, or to cut timber as far east as they * fit.  And to 

come once in two years, to renew the markes of the bounds, and to give the sayd purchasers for them, or who they shall put to live 

there, full, free and quiet possession of the said purchase, without molestation.  And if, in case any of the Indians shall wrong the 

said English, either by there dogs hurting of there cattell, or any other ways, that then the Sachem shall so that satisfaction be 

made according to the wrong don.  So allsoe, if the English doe any wrong to the Indians, that the English shall make them 

satisfaction. 

     Also, the Sachem shall not entertain any strange Indians, or others near unto us, whereby to do us any wrong, but shall timely 
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discover to us any plotting, or hurt, that shall be intended against us, and the like shall we do unto him, to the end that peace may 

be maintained amongst us.  And for, and in consideration of the sd tract, or purchase of land, we, the said purchasers, doe hereby 

engage ourselves to pay unto the said Sachem, the goods as in particular are written following, within one month from the date 

hereof, and for the confirmation of the same have set my hand, with the rest of my knindred. – Dated the 14
th

 of April, 1655.” 

 

 The marke of X: 

Charels (Charles)         Callawancess 

     Mahew (Mayhew)         Uskake 

 

     Foreket                         Callaven 

     Westwak                       Cataus 

     Profet                           Ewreca 

     Kelhellacawe               Masachus 

     Yayanfysu                    Wetanek 

 

10     Coats 

12   Hoes 

12 Hachats 

50 Muxes 

100 Needels 

6     Ketles 

10  fadom of wampum 

7 chests of Power 

1 pare of child stockins 

10 pound of lead 

1 dosen knives 

 

Witness, Geore Tounge: 

The marke X of  

John Cosby 

 

(Town Clerk, 1880, pp. 1-2)  (Innes, 1921, p. 2) 

 

Note:  Warawakmy was the sachem of the Setauket Indians and along with 14-others signed a deed with the town:   

(Brewster-walker, 2005, p. 1) (Town Clerk, 1880, pp. 1-2) 

 

[Deed]   

 

1655      Nov 27 A delegation from Tackpushaau [Tackapusha), chief of the Marsapeagues presented themselves at Fort Amsterdam to conclude a 

treaty of peace.  12-years after the La Montagne and Underhill expedition to Schout’s Bay, Hempstead and Fort Neck, 
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Massapeque in 1644.  MECHOWODT was slained in the 1644 attack on Fort Neck, and TACKAPOUSHA, who was the son of 

MECHOWODT suceeded him [?SBW NOTE: I question this, since most referer to Tackapousha as one of Mongotucksee’s sons?]  

possibly after the death of MAYAWETINNEMIN or ANTIMONY.  (Van Wyck, 1924, p. 642)  (O'Callaghan, 1855, p. 298) 

 

1655 Sept. 15 Both the Dutch governor and Tackapousha agreed to make no peace with the Indians that plundered Manhattan.       (Gildersleeve, 

1941, p. 56) 

 

1656  By 1656, the four that purchased Shelter Island was down to three merchants: the Sylvester brothers and Middleton.  Nathaniel 

was the only one to settle on the island.  Middleton was appointed navy commissioner at Portsmouth, England in 1664.  With this 

venture, each partner took on a separate area of responsibility; Constant Sylvester oversaw the West Indies supply of manufactured 

and processed goods; Nathaniel Sylvester’s the New England production of raw materials, while Middleton may have provided the 

transatlantic shipping.  [Latham and Mathews, 1983 [V]:314; [VIII]:62] 

 

1656   WYANDANCE along with his advisors - COCKENOE, SASSAKATAKA AND MOMOWETA [MOUGHMAITOW] and his 

son WYANCOMBONE sold Lion Gardiner a large tract of beach land lying west of South Hampton. (Pelletreau, pp. 170-171) 

 

1656   Six months later Gardiner granted John Cooper rights to the beach land on condition he pays WYANDANCE a yearly fee. 

(Pelletreau, p. 171) 

 

1656  Mar. 12 Town of Hempstead Agreement between the Governor of New Netherland and Tackapusha stated that he was chosen chief 

sachem by all the Indian sachems from MASSAPEGE, MASKAHUONG, SECATOUG, MERACOCK, ROCKAWAY and 

CANORISE  in which all injuries since 1645 were to be forgiven.  Six Indians including Tackapousha signed the agreement.     

[SBW Note: Because of their location on the Island the brothers, Tackapoucha identified with the Dutch and Wyandance the 

English.]             (Gildersleeve, 1941, p. 56) 

 

Tackapusha is referred to as a Montauk sachem. 

 

Chiefs that signed the treaty were WAGHTUMMOORE, WIGQUATIS, UPPAHANUUM, ADAM, and RUMEGIE. 

 

1656 July 30 Deed: Eastern Purchase of Huntington signed by ASHAROKEN (ASHAPAM) of the Montinnicok (Matinecock), MAKAMAH, 

SYHAR, FOGER, POYNEPYA, NAMEROWS, MOHEMOS, MAMARAD, and MANATERRORYE.  (Town of Huntington, 

1887, p. p. 1) 

 

1657  The first book of the Town of Hempstead records began. 

 

1657   SASSAKATAKE (SASAGATACO) is assumed to be the youngest.  He was a counselor to WYANDANCE.  

(Hondley, p. 99) 

 

1657   MAMAWETA (MOMOWETA) is listed as Montauk and Curchaug Indian, and was a counselor to Chief Wyandance.  (Hedges, 

1897, p. 51) 
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1657   Colony of CT levied a fine of several hundred pounds on the Shinnecock community. 

 

1657   Under the Dutch Indian Treaty of 1657 -- all the Long Island Indians were leagued under a confederacy of tribes of which 

WYANDANCE was the Grand Sachem.  At this time TACKAPOUSHA of the Massapeagues was sachem in Hempstead.  

(Gildersleeve, 1941, p. 62) 

 

1657 June 1 Indian Deed of Five Necks, South Side - 1657 June 1 [Huntington] -- Meantaquit sachem's land near Massapeags sachem's land 

Meantagiut (Montauk). ( (Town of Huntington, 1887, pp. 10-11)   

 

[Deed] 

 

1657 July 4 Another Town of Hempstead treaty or compact was made and signed by: 

TACKAPUSHA, the Sachem of the Marsepeage 

WANTAGH [probably Wyandance], the Mantoake Sachem 

CHEGENOI  

MANGVAMP 

WOROTUM 

ROMEGE 

WEEAJEATEA 

RUMACACKZOMEN                     (Mann, 1949, p. 25) 

 

1657 Dec  John James, the Town of Hempstead’s new Town Clerk wrote to the Dutch Governor that the Indians would not agree on the 

boundaries of the Township.  And that the Natives were on the rampage again, injuring pigs and John Smith had lost 30 to 40 of 

his swines. [Colonial MSS., VIII, p. 663]        (Mann, 1949, p. 25) 

 

1657 July 20 Wiandance’s Deed for Meadow at Mastic [Town of Brookhaven]– “This writing testifyeth that WIANDANCE, the Mentake 

Sachem, have sold to Mr. Richard Woodhull, of Seatauke, two great Necks of Meadow, lying from a River called Connecticut, and 

so to a River called Wegonthotak, Eastward, which Meadows Mr. Richard Woodhull have brought for himself , and the Rest of his 

Neighbours, of Seatauk, of WIANDANCE and WENECOHEAGE, and for the aforesaid Meadow, Mr. Richard Woodhull, doth 

hereby ingage himself, for, and on the behalf of his Neighbours, to pay, or Cause, to be paid, unto the foresaid sachems, twenty 

coats, twenty hoes, Twenty hatchets, forty Needles, forty Muxes, ten pounds of powder, ten pound of lard, six pair of Stockins, Six 

Shirts, one Trooper’s coat, made of good Cloath; Twenty knives, one gunn, for and in consideration of the afore said goods, 

WIANDANCE, the Sachem of Montauk, and WENECOHEAGE have sold the Aforesaid Meadows, to be the aforesaid Mr. Richard 

Woodhull’s and his neighbours, and their heirs forever, and do hereby promise and ingage themselves, to free and Defend the 

Said Meadows from all others, that may any ways make any Claim thereunto, and in Witness hereof, the aforesaid Sachems and 

Mr. Woodhull, have interchangeably Set their hands this 20 July, 1657.  This to be paid upon demand.  In prese of John Stickling, 

Jonah Wood.  Richard Woodhull, this mark X Mentauk Sachem, the mark Woneco, X Sachem.”  (Town Clerk, 1880, pp. 2-3) 

[Deed] 
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1658 Jan 30 The Town Clerk of Hempstead sent another letter to the Dutch Governor begging him to send gun powder, lead, and flint with 

thirty soldiers and an officer to compel the Indians to carry out the terms of the agreement and to go with the English and mark out 

the town boundary.  Further a disagreement with the Indians was about their dogs.  These beasts probably were more than half 

wolf, and the Indians had agreed to kill them, however they kept the best ones.  (Mann, 1949, pp. 25-26) 

 

1658  “…and this was the last act which he did for us for in the time of a great mortality among them he died, but it was by poison; also 

two thirds of the Indians upon Long Island died…” (Gardiner, p. 28) 

[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1658   TACKAPAUSHA in 1658 was the Sachem of the Massapequa Indians.  Later he is found with the Mattinecock Indians. 

 

1658   Meantelcutt Indians are mentioned. (Wickham, 1882 - 1884, pp. 193, Vol I) 

 

1658   In East Hampton the question of beach whales was under discussion with the Montauk. 

 

1658 May 11 “Another deed of May 11, 1658, by which the Indians acknowledge to have received full payment of the balance due for the lands 

purchased by the settlers of Hempstead, the payments being made by installments, at the bottom, after signatures of all the chiefs 

of the tribes, it is said, ‘Subscribed by WACOMBOUND, Montauk Sachem, after the death of his father, this 14
th

 of February, 

1660, being a general town meeting at Hempstead.  His allowance or confirmation of the deed appearing to be esteemed necessary 

to its validity.  The Montauk chief was also styled the grand sachem of Paumanacke, or Long island; no inconsiderable dignity in 

that day.”  (Furman, Antiquities of Long Island, 1874, pp. 61-62) 

 

1658 May 

 

Final deed and full payment for the tract.  The Indians that signed this deed were: 

WYANDANCH [WAANTANCH] 

CHEKNOW 

SYASSTOCK 

TACKAPUSHA 

MARTOM 

PEESE KOMACH 

The purchase price is indicated in five affidavits made in the year 1677 by settlers. [Vol. 8, p. 312, published Town of Hempstead 

Records]    (Mann, 1949, p. 26) 

 

The Town of Hempstead records have numerous complaints by TACKAPOUKA and the tribe that they had made a bad bargain. 

 

1658 Aug 17 Indian Deed of Three Necks, Southside (Huntington)              (Town of Huntington, 1887, pp. 16-18) 

 

1658 Sept Wyandance sent a representative with a written petition to the United Colonies session in Boston, MA, and appealed to have the 

CT count fine removed.  He also sent 78 fathoms of wampum to the United Colonies' treasurer in New Haven.  (Pulsifer, 1968, p. 

194)    (Trumbull, 1850-1890, pp. 316-317) 
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1658  Dec 23 Wyandanch to Lion Gardener – Deed of Beach –  

(Town Clerk, 1880, pp. 3-4) 

 

1658  WANTAGH was chief of the Merokes.             (Flint, 1896, p. 52) 

 

1659 1664 Plague took the lives of 2/3 of the Indians. 

 

1659 Fall CHIEF WYANDANCE dies; Lion Gardiner believed he was poisoned. 

 

1659 Feb 1 Confirmation of Indian Deed of Horse (Lloyd's) Neck - 1659 Feb. 1 [Huntington] - Ratiocan (Rioncon) said it was signed by his 

father Wyandank (Wyandance), "my father, great sachem of Meantunt (Montauk) and all of Long Island, Aspapam, Chacanico, 

and Pocanacke. (1887, p. 20) [“Vellum Book” p. 54, 3
rd

 book of the Massachusetts Colony, Sept. 1, 1658? File, Lloyd’s Necks 

paper C.] 

 

1660  The 1660 deed, negotiated when the Montauk were weakened by disease, raids from the Narraganset, and the loss of Wyandance, 

sold the Montauk peninsula from Napeague to the point for 100 pounds sterling (or equivalent in wampum or corn) to be paid 10 

pounds a year for 10 years. Residence rights on the peninsula were returned to the Montauk in the deed of 1687 with the newly-

formed Trustees of the Freeholders and Commonality of Easthampton. As late as 1702 the Montauk were still complaining they 

had not been paid this fee.  

 

1660  The English Navigation Act of 1660 was an attempt to restrict the mercantile efforts of the Dutch and to increase revenue for 

England. 

 

1660 1664 Outbreak of smallpox (Prime, 1845, p. 99) 

 

1660 Feb 14 WEONCOMBONE [age 19] became the Montauk sachem after his father WYANDANCE'S death and was placed under the 

guardianship of Lyon [Lion] Gardiner.  (Prime, 1845, p. 99) 

 

1660 Spring/Summer Several raids on the Montauk Indians 

 

1660 Summer WYANDANCE'S widow WICCHILAUBIT died Aug. 6, 1660. (Prime, 1845, p. 96) 

 

1662  Smallpox epidemic in Town of Hempstead.  (Mann, 1949, p. 7) 

 

1662   WEONCOMBONE [Wyancombone] died  (Prime, 1845, p. 99) 

 

1662 April 10 Topping’s Purchase (Town of Brookhaven) (Town Clerk, 1880, pp. 7-8) 

 

[Deed] 
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1664   QUASHAWAN set forth line of succession; followed by AWANSAMAWGE. 

 

1664 1665 Colonel Richard Nicolls, represented the Duke of York in taking over New Amsterdam from the Dutch.  (First Gov. of NYS). 

 

1664 April 6 Indian Quitclaim to Richard Smith (Town Clerk, 1880, pp. 9-10) 

 

[Deed] 

1664  June 10 MAYHEW [MAYHUE] was the sachem of Setawke Indians, so it is assumed WARAWAKMY had died.  Mayhew surrendered to 

the Committee of Connecticut the use of the land at Setauket.  At the same time, Mayhew was SACHEM TABACCAS was 

sachem of the Unquachack [Enchage].  (Brewster-walker, 2005, p. 2)  (Town of Brookhaven: Book A, p. 9) 

 

Tobacus’ Deed for land on the South Side (Town of Brookhaven) (Town Clerk, 1880, pp. 10-11) 

 

[Deed] 

 

1664 June 10 Mayhew, Sachem of Setawke, doth freely give and surrender unto the committee of Connecticut 

(Town Clerk, 1880, pp. 11-12) 

 

[Town of Brookhaven Deed] 

 

1664 June 10 MASSATWSSE and Sunke Squaw  (Tooker, 1896) (Town Clerk, 1880, p. 12) 

 

[Town of Brookhaven Deed] 

 

1664 June 10 Deed of Wyandanch Confirmed by Mayhew (Town Clerk, 1880, p. 13) 

 

[Town of Brookhaven Deed] 

 

1664  May 15 Indian Peace conference, MATTHENO, chief of Staten Island and Nyack [Najack] was one of the Indians that attended.  (Van 

Wyck, 1924, p. 555) 

 

1664  May 16 Peace treaty that came out of the Indian Peace conference of May 15, 1664.  (Van Wyck, 1924, p. 555)  (O'Callaghan, 1855, p. 

509-510)  

 

1664 June 9 Masaconseate Indians, Town of Brookhaven and Smithfield   (Town Clerk, 1880, pp. 14-15) 

 

[Town of Brookhaven Deed] 

 

1664 Nov “…Within a very short time after this lease, arrangements must have been on foot for the call of the REV. NATHANIAL 
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BREWSTER, the first minister of the town and for his reception at Setauket.  Minister’s rates were collected from the inhabitants 

as early as November, 1664 (Record, 99), and by January 1, 1665, we find that work was actively going on, thatches being 

prepared, hearth stones brought for the house, and a well dug for Mr. Brewster. (Record, 83).”   

 

“How long Mr. Brewster occupied his first parsonage we do not know, but it could not have been very long, for by the summer of 

1665 the people of the town had changed their plans.”  (Innes, 1921, p. 445 (10)) 

 

1664  Deed for Old Field  (Town Clerk, 1880, p. 16) 

 

[Town of Brookhaven Deed] 

 

1665   NYS Gov. Richard Nicolls declared there was no longer a Grand Sachem of LI. [Department of State Book of Deeds, Unpublished 

Documents, NYS Office of Secretary of State, Albany, NY Vol. 2; p. 127] 

 

1665  Dec. 7 A deed for Southold was executed to Capt. John Youngs, Barnabas Horton, and Thomas Mapes, which was signed by the sachem 

and thirty-five elders of the Corchaugs. The Indians name for the place was Yennicock.  (Lambert, 1838, p. 180) 

 

1665 Jan. 1 Rev. Nathaniel Brewster and Town of Brookhaven 

(Record, 99) arrangements mad for the call of Rev. Brewster, the first minister of the town and for his reception at Setauket. 

(Record, 138) Mr. Brewster had been for sometime officiating as the regularly appointed minister of the town, payment of his 

salary having been regulated as early as October 24, 1665 (Record 123).  May 29, 1666, the structure was to be set up in the town 

for Mr. Bruster.  (Record, 143) Town business was still being conducted at Mr. Brewster’s house. 

(Innes, 1921) 

 

1665 Mar 1 Seventeen communities were represented by 34 deputies at the Hempstead meeting.  Huntington was represented by: Jonas Wood, 

and John Ketchem.  Results: Duke's Law. [Court was held in NYC until LI counties were developed.  New Netherland (Dutch) 

became Yorkshire (English).  Yorkshire was divided into three parts:  North Riding (third), East Riding, and West Riding.  West 

Riding included: Newtown and Kings County; North Riding included:  Westchester and Mid-LI to Oyster Bay-Huntington line; 

East riding included: Huntington and all towns east. [Copy Vol. 1 - Manuscript in Court Records of Huntington.] 

 

1665 March 31 Tobacus, Sachem signed   (Town Clerk, 1880, p. 14) 

 

[Town of Brookhaven Deed] 

 

1666   QUASHAWAM died 

 

1666  TOBACCUS’ DEED TO GOVERNOR WINTHROP  (Town Clerk, 1880, p. 23) 

 

[Town of Brookhaven Deed] 
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1666 1700 Montauks were probably governed by a group of elders: PAUQUATOUR, SASSAKAAKA, and MANECOPUNGUN. 

 

1666 1700 ?Montauk chief? 

 

1666 March 8 Deed for a Neck Called Cataconacke  (Town Clerk, 1880, p. 16) 

 

[Town of Brookhaven Deed] 

 

1666 Sept 17 Topping’s Purchase  (Town Clerk, 1880, pp. 16-17) 

 

[Town of Brookhaven Deed] 

 

1666 Nov 30 Boundaries of the Town of Huntington defined 

 

1667   East Hampton officials met with PAUQUATOUN, who was identified as a counselor to Wyandance's widow and his daughter 

QUASHAWAM.  (Osborne, Records of the Town of East Hampton, 1887, pp. 260-261, Vol. I) 

 

1667  Mar. 8 (23) TABACUS [TOBACCAS], sachem of Unkachauk gave the inhabitants of Setauket a deed for whales.  The Indians that signed the 

deed were: PURCHE, MASSETUS, and AHUTOUS.  (Brewster-walker, 2005, p. 2) 

 

1667 Mar 23 TOBACCUS’S DEED FOR WHALES  (Town Clerk, 1880, pp. 24-25) 

 

[Town of Brookhaven Deed] 

 

1668 – 1669 Mar 15 OWENAMCHOCK, THE EASTWARD BOUNDS OF TOBACKUS’ LAND  (Town Clerk, 1880, p. 23) 

 

[Town of Brookhaven Deed] 

 

1669   AMBUSCO, the late Sachem is mentioned. (Wickham, 1882 - 1884, pp. 208, Vol. I) 

 

1669    MANECOPUNGUN and AKOMUIS (elder) heads a delegation to Rhode Island and negotiates an alliance with NINIGRET.   

 

 

1669   NANGENUTCH charged with rape of Mary Miller, an East Hampton housewife; tried before the Court of Assize in NYC; found 

guilty of on a lesser charge of attempted rape; sentenced to be whipped and sold into slavery in West Indies to pay court cost; 

escaped jail and returned to Montauk. 

 

1669 Fall Montauks regroup under the leadership of WYANDANCE'S grandson PONIUTE, and a sunksquaw named ASKICKOTANTUP.  

PONIUTE now identified as sachem signed a pledge of loyalty to NYS Governor Lovelace along with ASKICKOTANTUP, 

PAUQUATOUN, and AKOMIAS. 
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(Bailey E. B., pp. 627, Vol. 14) 

 

1669 Nov 3 The Montauk Chiefs acknowledge the governor of New York as the chief Sachem. (Thompson B. F., 1843, p. 92) 

 

1670  Daniel Denton, son of Rev. Richard Denton (European) published in 1670, an early account of the Indian in Hempstead. 

(Mann, 1949, p. 6)  (Denton, 1845) 

 

[WRITTEN IN 1670] 

p. 28-29 “to say something of the Indians, there is now but a few upon the Island, and those few no ways hurtful but rather 

serviceable to the English, and it is to admired, how strangely they have decreast by the Hand of God, since the English first 

settling of those parts; for since my time, where there were six towns, they are reduced to two small Villages, and it hath been 

generally observed, that where the English come to settle, a Divine Hand makes way for the, by removing or cutting off the 

Indians either by Wars one with the other, or by some raging mortal disease. (See Note 8.) 

     They live principally by Hunting, fowling, and Fishing: their wives being the Husbanmen to till the Land, and plant their corn. 

     The meat they live most upon is Fish, Fowl, and Venison; they eat likewise Polecats, Skkunks, Racoon, Possum, Turles, and 

the likes. 

      They build small moveable Tents, which they remove two or three times a year, having their principal quarters where they 

plant their Corn; their Hunting quarters, and their Fishing quarters:  Their Recreations are chiefly Foot-ball and Cards, at which 

they will play away all they have, excepting a Flap to cover their nakedness; they are great lovers of strong drink, yet do not care 

for drinking, unless they have enough to make themselves drunk; and if there be so many in their Company, that there is not 

sufficient to make them all drunk, they usually select so many out of their Company, proportionable to the quantity of drink, and 

the rest must be spectators.  And if any one chance to be drunk before he hath finish his proportion, (which is ordinarily a quart of 

Brandy, Rum, or Strong-waters) the rest will pour the rest of his part down his throat.” 

 

p. 29 “they often kill one another at these drunken Matches, which the friends of the murdered person do revenge upon the 

Murderer unless he purchase his life with money, which they sometimes do: Their money is made of a Periwinkle shell of which 

there is a black and white, made much like unto beads, and put upon strings. (See Note 9.)” 

 

p. 29 – 30  WORSHIP – “for their worship which is diabolical, it is performed usually but once or twice a year, unless upon some 

extraordinary occasion, as upon making of War or the like; their usual time is about Michaelmass, when their cor is first ripe, the 

day being appointed by their chief Priest or Pawaw; most of them go a hunting for venison: When they are all congregated their 

priest tells them if he want money, there God will accept of no other offering, which the people believing, every one gives money 

according to their ability.  The priest takes the money, and putting it into some dishes, sets them upon the top of their low flat-

roofed houses, and falls to invocating their God to come and receive it, which with a many loud hallows and outcries, knocking the 

ground with sticks, and beating themselves, is performed by the priest, and seconded by the people. 

     After they have thus a while wearied themselves, the priest by his Conjuration brings in a devil amongst them, in the shape of 

sometimes of a fowl, sometimes of a beast amazed, not daring to stir, he improves the opportunity, steps out and makes sure  of 

the money, and then returns to lay the spirit, who in the mean time is sometimes gone, and takes some of the Company along with 

him; but if any English at such times do come amongst them, it puts a period to their proceedings, and they will desire their 

absence, telling them their God will not come whilst they are there.” 
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p. 31 WAR – “In their wars they fight no picht fields, but when they have notice of enemies approach, they endeavor to secure 

their wives and children upon some Island, or in some thick swam, and then with their guns and hatchets they way-lay their 

enemies, some lying behind one, some another, and it is a great fight where seven or eight is slain.” 

 

p. 31- 32 DEATH – “When any Indian dies amongst them, they bury him upright, sitting upon a seat, with his Gun, money, and 

such goods as he hath with him, that he may be furnished in the other world, which they conceive is Westward, where they shall 

have great store of Game for Hunting and live easie lives. (See Note 10.) At his Burial his nearest Relations attend the Hearse with 

their faces painted black, and do visit the grave once or twice a day, where they send forth sad lamentations so long, till time hath 

worn the blackness off their faces, and afterwards every year once they view the grave, make a new mourning for him, trimming 

up the grave, not suffering of a Grass to grow by it: they fence their graves with a hedge, and cover the tops with Mats, to shelter 

them from the rain. 

     Any Indian being dead, his name dies with him, no person daring ever after to mention his Name, it being not only a breach of 

their Law, but an abuse to his friends and relations present, as if it were done on purpose to renew their grief: And any other 

person whatsoever that is named after that name doth incontinently change his name, and take a new one, their names are not 

proper set names as amongst Christians, but everyone invents a name to himself; which he likes best.  Some calling themselves 

rattlesnake, Skunk, Bucks-horn, or the like: And if a person die, that his name is some word which is used in speech, they likewise 

change that word, and invent some new one, which makes a great change and alteration in their language.” 

 

p. 32 MARRIAGE – “Their marriages are performed without any Ceremony, the Match being first made by money.  The sum 

being agreed upon and given to the woman, it makes a consummation of their Marriage, if I may so call it: After that, he keeps her 

during his pleasure, and upon the least dislike turns her away and takes another: It is no offence for their married women to lie 

with another man, provided she acquaint he husband, or some of her nearest Relations with it, but if not, it is accounted such a 

fault that they sometimes punish it with death: An Indian may have two wives or more if he please; (see Note 11) but it is not so 

much in use as it was since the English came amongst them’ they being real for money, without any scandal or the least aspersion 

to be cast upon her, it being so customary,, and their laws tolerating of it.  They are extra ordinary charitable one to another, one 

having nothing to spare, but he freely imparts it to his friends, and whatsoever they get by gaming or any other way, they share one 

to another, leaving themselves commonly the least share.” 

 

 

1670 Dec. 1 Nine Score Acre Purchase (Town of East Hampton)  Signers: PONUITS, sachem of Montauk (alias MAUSSUP), 

PEHAUHOCVON MAUHSICANAN SMITH, MAHTOMPAIT, OBADIAH, CHEKONNOW (COCKENO), PAUGUATOUN, 

MISSAQUAT, ASKOMMAUG, WRESSAWWAN, and NICEXSIN.  (Brooklyn Historical Society, pp. #1974.5, Folder 6) 

 

1670 Dec 10 Montauk transferred three thousand acres of beach and meadows, signed by PONIUTE (AKA MOUSU), WUICHIKITAUBIT, 

PAUQUATOUN, COCKENOE, OBEDIAH, and 4 others. 

 

1670  Oct 6 Sarah Brewster [European], the wife of Nathaniel testified at the “trial of a suit between NESAQUAKE and Huntington, NY in the 

Court of Assizes about what she had heard her Indian Tom say concerning what he witnesses.  Tom, the Indian living with Mr. 

Brewster also gave testimony.  (Brewster-walker, 2005, p. 2)  (Documents Colonial History of New York, p. 640-641) 
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1671 April The Town of Hempstead issued an order forbidding anyone who lived in the town or enjoyed its liberties to plow or break up or in 

any way assist the Indians to plant their land under a penalty of 20s fine, for every day’s work, which was a large sum of money.  

Further the European settlers John Hicks, George Hewlett, and John Jackson went to Rockaway and warned the Indians that all 

those who did not really belong there were to depart hence and that they were not to encourage any such to reside with them upon 

any pretence whatsoever.  Forty acres were to be laid down for a corn field for the ten families [Indian ?] rightfully residing in the 

township.    (Mann, 1949, p. 31) 

 

1671 Aug 22 Unkechauge Meadow  (Town Clerk, 1880, p. 28) 

 

[Town of Brookhaven Deed] 

 

1671/2 Jan 10 “Town business of a secular character still continued to be transacted at MR. BREWSTER’S house (Records, 143), but on 

February 2, 1671/2, the town voted to build a “meeting house,” 28 feet square.  (Record, 88).  This either took the place of the 

Scott’s Hall addition to Mr. Brewster’s house or immediately adjoined it.” (Innes, 1921, p. 447 (12)) 

 

1672 Dec 9 Brookhaven: Richard Floyd of Longwood community brought a Negro man, ANTONY from Robert Hudson of Rye. 

(Town Clerk, 1880, pp. 29-30) 

 

1672 Dec 9 Robert Hudson of Ry(e) sold a Negro man named Antony to Richard Floyd of Brookhaven.  ANTONY belonged to John Ogden 

of Ry(e).  Robert Hudson was probably a slave trader.                (Town of Huntington, 1887, p. 29) 

 

1674 Mar 9 Brookhaven: Richard Floyd sold ANTONY, a Negro man to John Hurd of Stratford, CT.  (Town Clerk, 1880, pp. 29-30) 

 

1674 Sept 19 Tobaccus’ Deed for Mastic [Unkechake]  (Town Clerk, 1880, pp. 32-33) 

 

[Town of Brookhaven Deeds] 

 

1675  King Philip’s War breaks out.  The Indians in and near the Town of Hempstead and the Dutch territory were told to disarm.  Their 

guns were to be brought to the nearest Fort or block house and they were not to roam about or travel with out a pass.  [Town of 

Hempstead Book of Warrants, III, 174]  (Mann, 1949, p. 31) 

 

1675 Sept 24 Boundaries of Huntington were disputed until 1675 

 

1675 October Tackapusha proved unyielding to the last and did not comply with this order.  The Dutch Governor issued another order requiring 

Tackapusha and his son the Rokaway [Rockaway] Sachem to bring in their guns to the officers at Hempstead. [Eng. Mss, xxiv, 

195] 

(Mann, 1949, p. 32)  

 

1675 October 5 Letter from MOSUP, Sachem at Montauk, asking for the return of his people’s guns.  (The Holland Society of New York, 1989, 
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pp. 214 - 215);  [also known as Mousup] 

 

1675 Nov 19 Deed of the North Purchase (Town Clerk, 1880, pp. 44-45) 

 

[Town of Brookhaven Deeds] 

 

1677 Dec 13 Early Slavery in Suffolk County -- John Thomas brought from Isaac Raynor, of Southampton, a Negro man SAMBOE. 

(Town Clerk, 1880, pp. 48-49) 

 

1677 Dec 27 Crew of 16 Montauk Indians led by MOUSUP agree to continue whaling for John Stretton and Thomas James. 

 

1678 Mar 18 Richard Starr of Brookhaven sold MARTIN, a Negro man to John Mann of Jamaica. 

 

1679 Apr Whaling contract signed by PAPASEQUIN, WEOMP & 5 others 

 

1680  Nathaniel Sylvester of Shelter Island’s will named 24 people, who are believed to be African, African Caribbean and Indian 

Americans.  Some are listed as husband and wives with their children, however the children are to be separated from their parents 

by the terms of the will, husband and wives are not. TONY and JAQUERO with their Portuguese names might have come from 

Portuguese Africa or Brazil.  HANNAH and NANNIE are English names.  TAMMERO and OYOU were probably Africans from 

Ghana.  SEMNIE—there were two listed; SEMNIE who is married to JAPHET may be an older woman; no dependent children 

are listed. NANNIE who is married to TONY may be the daughter of SEMNIE, and NANNIE’S child SEMNIE is probably 

named after the older woman.  (Griswold, Mac, 2001, Slide #13). 

 

Giles Sylvester, the son of Nathaniel used an account book listing many of the names from the will, as well as nearly 40 Native 

Americans that worked for wages, mostly rum at the Sylvester Manor.    [Witck, T. K.] 

 

1681 1682 Two Montauks change to another whaling contract. 

 

1681 Jan 7 Indian John Mayhew’s Deed  (Town Clerk, 1880, pp. 50-51) 

[Town of Brookhaven Deeds] 

 

1683   Thomas Dongan came from England to be the NYS Gov. 

 

1683   Representative Assembly held in NYC, which replaced the Duke's Laws with the "Charter of Liberties of Privilegil" and divided 

the Ridings into 12-counties: LI –  

 

1683   East Hampton town clerk reported payment of a coat to a Sachem for grazing at Montauk. 

 

1683   Representative Assembly held in NYC, which replaced the Duke's Laws with the "Charter of Liberties of Privilegil" and divided 

the Ridings into 12-counties: LI –  
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1683   East Hampton town clerk reported payment of a coat to a Sachem for grazing at Montauk. 

 

1683 May 5 Ralf Dayton of Newtown sold his Negro JACK.  (Town Clerk, 1880, p. 51) 

 

1683 Sept 30 Montauk Sachem was AQUASH (AQUAAS) 

 

1684   John Budd, a yeoman farmer in Southold's will gave Catherine A NEGRO WOMAN AND CHILD to his wife Mary Budd. 

(Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1684   Thomas Jessup of South Hampton's will decreed his NEGRO MAN was to be freed after four years.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and 

Edward, 2003) 

 

1684 June 23 The Indians to Pay Rent: At a meeting in Huntington, Mr. Wood, Isack Platt, Thomas Powell, and John Corey discussed with the 

Indians about them settling on their land. They gave them orders to remove or pay a small rent, but not to take more land.  

 (Street, p. 393) 

 

1684 Oct 7 Capt. John Tooker brought of Isaac Arnold of Southold a Negro man DICK.  (Town Clerk, 1880, p. 52) 

 

1685 Nov 10 Indian Deed for beach (Town Clerk, 1880, pp. 69-70) 

[Town of Brookhaven Deeds] 

 

1687   SASSAKATAKE (SASAGATACO)  was the Sachem of the Montauk Indians along with WYANDANCE’S Grandson. 

 

1687 1707 Whale population in decline. 

 

1687 July Document between East Hampton and Montauks; Sachem identified as WYANDANCE (?) [SBW NOTE: Chief Wyandance was 

already dead.] 

 

1688   NYS Colony and NJ Colony were attached to the New England colony.  NYS Gov. Benjamin Fletcher became NYS Gov. 

 

1688 Aug 2 Dongan Charter granted new charter to the Town of Huntington, setup a nine member board of trustees. 

 

1688 Nov 13 Indian Deed for Yamphank Neck  (Town Clerk, 1880, pp. 70-71) 

[Town of Brookhaven Deeds] 

 

1690  Rev. Nathaniel Brewster died [European] at the age of 95.  He might have been murdered by an Indian, since I remember seeing a 

reference to his wife Sarah testifying in Court about it.  Sarah was the daughter of the New York Governor Roger Ludlow Wood.  

(Brewster-walker, 2005, p. 1) 
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1690   Benjamin Horton of Southold's will gave his NEGRO MAN his freedom on May 1691.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1691   QUAQUASHO, the hunter” was the Sachem of the Shinnecock Indians. 

 

1692   John Swazey of Southold's will stated that BESSE, HIS SERVANT shall be freed when he died.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and 

Edward, 2003) 

 

1692   John Tooker of Southold's will was proved in 1692 stating that his NEGRO MAN RICHARD or DICK shall be freed after his 

wife's death.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1693   Stephen Hand of East Hampton gave his INDIAN BOY to his eldest son Stephen for a full year of service the he should be freed. 

 (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1693   Richard Smith of Smithtown’s will gave ROBIN, A NEGRO to his son Job for twelve years then freedom.  (Shillingburg, Patricia 

and Edward, 2003) 

 

1694 Oct 5 Third patent issued to the Town of Huntington 

 

1698  Many of the same names that appeared in the 1680 will of Nathaniel Sylvester of Shelter Island appear in the Southold Township 

Census of 1698.  (O'Callaghan E. B., 1845 - 1860, pp. 1849 [1]: 669, 673) 

 

1690 Dec 8 Indian Deed for Roads  (Town Clerk, 1880, pp. 76-77) 

[Town of Brookhaven Deeds] 

 

1700  July 2 Wm Smith’s deed to Indians at Poospattuck   (Town Clerk, 1880, pp. 91-92) 

[Town of Brookhaven Deeds] 

 

1701   East Hampton sends delegation to Montauk 

 

1701   James Herricke of Southampton's will gave his daughter Sarah his MULATTO BOY GEORGE.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and 

Edward, 2003) 

 

1702   East Hampton not satisfied with testimony reaffirms the 1687 deed. 

 

1702   WYANDANCE (AQUASH) and SASSAKTAKE reject agreement 

 

1702   Peregrine Stanborough of Southampton's will gave his wife Sarah, his SLAVES WILL and ISABEL.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and 

Edward, 2003) 
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1702   First law regulating slaves; no one could trade with a slave without their master's or mistress's permission.  Owners could 

discipline a slave as seen fit, but could not take a slave's life or sever a body part.  Slaves could not carry guns.  They could not 

congregate in groups larger than three unless working for their owner.  Whipping was a penalty, up to forty lashes.  Towns could 

appoint a public whipper, who would be paid up to three shillings for each slave whipped. 

 

1702  The Montauk then began to sell land to Rip Van Dam, a wealthy merchant of New York; the alarmed Trustees quickly negotiated 

four separate documents in 1702 which set a "reservation" boundary, regulated grazing rights, allowed the Montauk to move back 

and forth between the eastern and western sides of Great Pond (Lake Montauk), but not both sides simultaneously, and banned 

sale of hay by the Montauk and limited the amount of livestock they could raise. These limitations effectively prevented the 

growth of the Montauk population.  

 

1703 Mar 3 Four separate documents (East Hampton) 

 

1706   John Conkling of Southold left his TWO SLAVES to his two sons, John and Henry.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1706   Matthew Howell of Southampton left his eldest son Nathan, his NEGRO BOY REUBEN; his son Israel a Negro boy FELIX; his 

son Ezekiel a Negro boy ARCHIBAL.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1707   John Paine of Southold, a mariner willed his NEGRO to be sold.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1708   Indians mark and register their live stock. 

 

1708  Following a Newton, Long Island, NY, slave revolt in which seven white people were killed, a black woman is burned alive and 

one Native American man and two black men are hanged. 

 

1708   Daniel Sayre of Southampton ORDERED HIS SLAVES TO BE SOLD: JERRY and MOLL, TWO NEGRO SLAVES to his son 

David; and his NEGRO WOMAN could chose her master when sold.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1711 October 17 JUPITER HARMON, a slave was born to OBEDIAH, a slave of Henry Lloyd, and REBECCA on October 17, 1711 at Lloyd’s 

Neck (Huntington).  He became a poet and the first Black writer to be published in America, but remained a slave of the Lloyd 

family all his life.  (Jupiter Hammon, a slave of Lloyd's Neck) 

 

1716   Susannah Pierson of Southampton gave to each daughter, Hannah ad Sarah, A INDIAN GIRL, to her daughter Mary, TWO 

INDIAN GIRLS; and her NEGROES were to be sold all together.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1717   Samuel Woodruff of Southampton left his wife Hester A NEGRO SLAVE JOHN; and NEGRO WOMAN HITT.  (Shillingburg, 

Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1717 1737 Several PHARAOHS sign documents. 
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1719   East Hampton officials call meeting with Montauk 

 

1719  In 1719 the Indians agree that none such shall be allowed " to youse or improve any part of sd land ... by taking of a squaw or 

squaus."' A more explicit agreement was made in 1754 by a committee of the Indians consisting of " SIRUS, CHARLES, 

HANNIBAL, SORE HANDS, LITTEL PHARO, NEZER, TOM, LONG NED, SIPEO ;" * this provided that if an Indian squaw 

married any one not a Montauk Indian, neither she, nor her husband, nor their children, should ever after have any share in the 

Indian rights under the lease; if, however, a Montauk Indian married a woman from without the tribe, she became thereby a 

member of the tribe, and both the pair themselves and their children had rights with the full blooded. It is supposed at Easthampton 

that this was the original practice of the Indian tribes, but Mr. Morgan seems to have shown that descent of nationality in the 

female line was the rule in that division of the Algonquins to which the Montauks belonged.' Furthermore, the practice is in 

accordance with the general rule followed by European nations in the case of marriages with aliens, and nearly agrees with the 

special rule in American and old English law. 

 

1719  “Non-Indians sometimes objected to non-local Indian men establishing land rights through marriage at their wives’ birthplaces. 

Events at neighboring Montauk illustrate this tension.  Because of specific agreements and oversight from East Hampton, 

residency rules blocked any Montauk woman married to a non-Montauk Indian from living in that group’s community. As early as 

1719, East Hampton Trustees and 14 Montauks signed an agreement barring “strange Indians” from Montauk lands. Marriages 

between Shinnecock and Montauk, which were historically common for marriages among their elite, almost stopped according to 

one writer: 

“The Indians in the various sections of Long Island were isolated from each other and shriveling up like puddles in a dry stream” 

(Ales 1993, 52). The East Hampton Trustees extended their ban to descendants of Montauk women and non-Indians in mid-

century. In 1756, seven Montauks and the Trustees of East Hampton agreed that all “Mustees or Molattoes that have Indian Squas 

to their mothers Natives of Montock” were debarred from rights to land on that leasehold (Ales 1993, 52). 

(BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 57 (49)) 

 

1719  In 1719 the East Hampton Trustees required a 100 pound bond of the Montauk to prohibit any Native Americans other than 

Montauk to live there. The population dropped to about 160 people by the 1740s. 

 

1724   HANNIBAL and five other Montauk receive payment 

 

1724   Anthony Ludlam of Southampton disposed of his SLAVES as follows: CESAR to his wife Rebecca; COFE to his son Samuel; 

FIRNS to his daughter Phebe Haines; PETER to his daughter Sarah Baker; STEPHEN to his daughter Temperance.  (Shillingburg, 

Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1725   Joseph Fordham Jr. of Southampton directed that his THREE NEGRO CHILDREN were to be sold; NEGRO WOMAN ABIGAL 

was left to his wife.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1725   JOSCAH INDIAN SQOW (SQUAW) died.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 
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1725 June 16 Joshua Wells' NEGRO MAN died.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1725 June 23 INDIAN WOMAN died.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1725 June 24 Benjamin Moore's NEGRO WOMAN BETTY died at age 27.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1725 Mar. 1 Joseph Elison's NEGRO CHILD died.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1725 Mar. 5 Captain Braddick's 18-year old NEGRO MAN died.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1725 May 31 Captain Reeves' NEGRO CHILD died.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1725 Sept 7 Mr. May's NEGRO WOMAN JUDAH died.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1726/7 Jan 17 Town of East Hampton Death Notices – …Yt in this time of mortality died also mr. Matthews negro maid, John Mulfords negro 

woman & Capt. Conklings Indian servt. & John Diaments Indian boy.  (Town of East Hampton, 1905, p. 569) 

 

1727   The East Hampton trustees sent a man to the Montauks and he killed "all ye Indians great dogs and bitches excepting three." 

 

1727   John Mulford Jr. of East Hampton left his NEGRO WOMAN to his wife Hannah.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1728   John Knowling of Shelter Island willed to his wife Hannah, A NEGRO BOY and NEGRO GIRL [probably TAMOR].  

(Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1728   Hannah Knowling of Shelter Island left TAMOR to her daughter Mary Merrow; and a NEGRO BOY to her grandson John 

Merrow.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1729   Jonathan Hudson of Shelter Island willed a NEGRO GIRL to his daughter Hannah Spencer; to his daughter Deborah Parker, a 

NEGRO GIRL.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1730 Apr 27 Samuel Conklyn's NEGRO MAN KILLIS died.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1730 Aug 13 Appraisal of the Jospeh Lloyd Family slaves. 

 

1731   James Reeve of Southold left his wife Deborah, his NEGRO SLAVE BETTY.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1732   Jabez Mapes of Southold left a NEGRO MAN to his son Joseph ad Mulford of East Hampton; TWO INDIAN SERVANTS to his 

wife Mary.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 
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1732 April 10 Smallpox (Town Clerk, 1880, pp. 124-125) 

 

1733   Isaac Raynor of Southampton left one NEGRO GIRL to his daughter Phebe; a NEGRO BOY and GIRL to his daughter Hannah.  

(Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1733   Joseph Young of Southold left his NEGRO MAN to his son Josiah.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1733   Josiah Halsey of Southampton left his SLAVE to his wife Mary, who is to be freed after his wife's death.  (Shillingburg, Patricia 

and Edward, 2003) 

 

1736   William Halliock of Southold's will was written in 1728, and proven in 1736 left his NEGRO MEN to his wife.  (Shillingburg, 

Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1737   HANNIBAL reappears on documents. 

 

1737   John Hedges of East Hampton willed his wife Ruth, a NEGRO GIRL.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1739   Theophilus Howell of East Hampton left his wife Abigail, a NEGRO MAN and WOMAN.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 

2003) 

 

1739 Dec 22 Benjamin L'Hommedieu's DIAH SWORTA or NEGRO WENCH died.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1739 Dec 25 Justice Wickham's NEGRO GIRL died.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1740   English reduce the Montauk Indians to a position of tenancy on their own land. 

 

1740   Samuel Lore of Southold left his NEGRO BOY to his son Samuel.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1740   Ananias Conkling left a NEGRO MAN to his wife Hannah.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1741   English leasing land back to Montauk Indians. 

 

1741   Alcohol used to control the Montauk Indians. 

 

1741   Samuel Beebee of Southold left his NEGRO BOY JOSIAH to his daughter Patience Beebee.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 

2003) 

 

1741 Summer Azariah Horton comes to Montauk. 
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1742   For several years before 1742, Indian drums could be heard in the woods of the Town of Islip, and it is believed they came from 

the area known today as Oakdale.  The congregation of the Segatague Indian Church assembled in Oakdale, and was organized by 

REV. PETER JOHN, a Native and father of REV. PAUL CUFFEE'S WIFE.  He organized a small church in Wading River and 

Poosepatuck and is buried near a church at Poosepatuck (Mastic). 

1742   Again the East Hampton trustees sent two men to kill Montaukett dogs 

 

1742   Joseph Hildreth of Southampton left his wife Deborah, his NEGRO MAN.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1742 June 23 Horton returns to Montauk finds Montauk Indians suffering from an epidemic (smallpox). 

 

1742 Sept Horton presided over Harvest Service. 

 

1743   Horton presided over two services: Shinnecock and Montauk. 

 

1743   Joseph Hull of Southold ordered that his SLAVE TITUS be sold.  (Shillingburg, Patricia and Edward, 2003) 

 

1743 Jan 18 Horton returns to Montauk. 

 

1743 Summer Horton spends summer traveling LI. 

 

1744   East Hampton trustees decided to have a keeper (who?) lives with the Montauk to manage their common land. 

 

1744   

"It was at Davenport's campaign at Bridgehampton in 1744 that PETER JOHN CUFFEE was converted and later became the 

Reverend minister of the Shinnecock Indians to which he belonged. (Nicholson, p  11-12) 

 

1744 Mar 8 Horton's journal ends. 

 

1745   Questions about the terms of the 1705 agreement. (East Hampton) CYRUS Indian and PETER Indian draft a set of questions for 

Thomas Chatfield, spokes person for East Hampton.  [SBW NOTE: Peter might have bee Peter John Cuffee.] 

 

1747  :Azariah Horton had done a better job with the Indians, traveling from New York City to Montauk, four or five times a year and 

getting down to the business by eating Indian food and sleeping in the wigwams.  He too held meetings at Moriches and records” 

preached. (Nicholson, p. 17) 

 

1748   Samson Occum, a Connecticut born Mohegan descended from sachem Uncas becomes a minister.   

 

1749   Occum arrives at Montauk spends next 10-years as a teacher and minister there; the London Society for the Proppagation of the 

Gospel sponsored him. 
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1749   Horton recommends the appointment of Samson Occum as his successor. 

 

" In November, 1749, Occom began a work as schoolmaster, counselor, judge and preacher among the Montauk Indians in 

Long Island, which lasted twelve years and was greatly blessed. About 1751 he married Mary Fowler, of the Montauk tribe." Two 

brothers of his wife, David, born in 1735, and Jacob, probably younger, became closely associated with Occom as his work 

extended, as did also one Joseph Johnson, who married Occom's daughter Tabitha. Probably during the early years of his work on 

Long Island, Occom received, from the Windham association, of Connecticut, approbation to preach, and in 1759 he was ordained 

by the presbytery of Long Island.2 In June, 1761, Occom and David Fowler visited the Oneidas. Occom remained until autumn, 

Fowler returned in August taking with hi)n to the Lebanon school three Mohawk youths, one of whom was the celebrated Joseph 

Brant3 (Thayendanegea). Fowler continued his own studies until (March, 1675) he was "approved" as an Indian teacher or, more 

strictly speaking, as a teacher for Indians. On the 29th of April following he set out for the Oneida nation. There he opened a 

school at Canajoharie. But the famine of that year drove the Oneidas from their homes and Fowler back to New England. 

Preceding Fowler's coming as a teacher, Occom had cared, as best he could, for the Oneidas by spending among them a 

considerable part of the summers of 1762, '63, '64, continuing the mission work that he had begun among them. This, as we have 

seen, was taken up in 1766 by Samuel Kirkland to whom David Fowler and Joseph Johnson became assistants. 

The names of Occom and Jacob Fowler link the history of our Brothertowns to that of the beginnings of Dartmouth college. 

More's charity school needed money of course, and in company with Rev. Nathaniel Whitaker of Norwich, Connecticut, Occom 

was sent to England on what inconsiderate people sometimes call a "begging trip." Thither they sailed 1765, December 23rd. 

Occom was the first Indian to preach in Great Britain, and he aroused there a wonderful interest. "From February 16, 1766, to July 

22, 1767, be preached more than three hundred times, and usually to crowded houses." lie had even the honor of preaching before 

King George III. who gave £200 of the £12000 raised in Fjngland and Scotland for the school which had educated such a prodigy. 

With its enlarged means there was planned for the institution a greater work. It was removed in 1770 to Hanover, New Hampshire, 

a place chosen despite the protests of both Occom and Kirkland. For one year, 1774-5, Jacob Fowler was preceptor of the school, 

which had already been virtually”  (Davidson, 1895, p. 68) 

 

1749  Occom was a Mohegan Indian who served as a missionary to the Long Island Indians. He spent considerable time among the 

Montauk Indians and married a Montauk woman. He also visited Shinnecock in the late 1750s or early 1760s. Occom established 

a school at Montauk in 1749 that accepted Shinnecock students. He also preached to the Shinnecocks. Occom’s diary states that in 

April of 1787, on a visit to Southampton, he breakfasted with “Brother Peter” and “Brother S. Waucus,” visited “old Widow 

Waucus,” and in the evening preached to the Indians (Occom 1754-1786; see also Occom in Brooks 2006, 361-362). Occom’s 

petition requests that the governor of New York and all the “Chief Rulers” of the State protect the “Umshennuckoouk or 

Shenecuck Indians” from the general difficulties facing them as they attempted to coexist with their non-Indian neighbors (Occom 

1787-1788). 

(BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 18 (10)) 

 

1750   Samson Occum was ordained in 1750 by the Suffolk Presbytery as a minister. 

 

1751   Montauks demanded that four CT Indians [probably Pequot] leave because of the 1719 agreement with East Hampton.  They were 

NUDE, HUGH, JAMES SACHEM, and ROBIN CINEMAN, all were married to Montauk women. 
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1754 1763 The French & Indian War began with troops led by George Washington encountering French Troops. 

 

1754   East Hampton trustees again pressured the Montauk to prevent their population increase. 

 

1754  In 1754 the Montauk agreed to a further provision that no "mustees or mulattos" would be allowed to live at Montauk, further 

limiting the group's size, to hasten their demise. 

 

1754   A Negro man slave, 34-years old was sold for 70-pounds to a Jarvis. 

 

1754   Samson Occum's 1754 List of Herbs he learned from OCUS - the earliest information known for Long Island.   

 

1754 June 23 Marriage to "strange or foreign Indians" issue. 

 

1754 May 28 East Hampton Trustees gave notice to the Montauk that they could no longer cut wood for fencing. 

 

1755   Montauks sign an exclusionary agreement. 

 

1755   Samson Occum opened a school among the Montauk tribe in 1755, and taught and preached the Christian Gospel for 10-years. 

 

1755   Montauks sign an exclusionary agreement. 

 

1755   Samson Occum opened a school among the Montauk tribe in 1755, and taught and preached the Christian Gospel for 10-years. 

 

1754/5 1763 FRENCH & INDIAN WAR begins; troops led by George Washington encounter French troops; 25 Montauk men served 

with companies organized in Suffolk and Connecticut. SAMUEL PHARAOH (PHAROW, PHARO) served with Capt. Samuel 

Handford's Company in CT militia.   

 

1756   East Hampton trustees charged the Montauks for damage allegedly done to English property by hogs, and the Montauks paid 

seven pounds. 

 

1757 March 4 REV. PAUL CUFFEE was born. 

 

1759   DAVID FOWLER, a Montauk Native begins his education at Wheelock's Indian Mission School in Lebanon, CT.   

 

He courted AMY JOHNSON and HANNAH POQANTIUP, who he mentioned in his letters, however married HANNAH 

GARRET, a Pequot.  (Krupat, 1994, p. 95)  

 

1761  There were 38 Montauk families of 192 people.  (Tuttle, 1962, p. 30) 
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1761  162 individuals were listed by Occum  

[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1761   DAVID FOWLER completes two years of study; goes with Samuel Occum to Oneida [Utica] to recruit students.  He relates all the 

Montauk trouble to the English in East Hampton with corruption influence of the white society. 

 

1761  Campaign of 1761 
Long Island Indians that Participated in the Campaign in Captain Daniel Griffens Company of Suffolk: 

RUCKET, SAMUEL, age 20, Southold 

RUCKET, ISSACE, age 49, Southold 

FOWLER, JOHN, age 46, Southampton 

INDIAN, RUEBEN, age 20, Suffolk Co. 

 

1761  (Office of federal Recognition) “OFA compared the 1764 list and the compilation of 113 (SHINNECOCK) names documented in 

the Indian Records Books in the 1790s. Only five full names37 appear on both of the 1764 and 1790s sets of names. However, 

when OFA compared only surnames on both lists, 12 of these “family names” appeared on both lists, including GONNUCH, 

HUGH, JACOB, LOT, PETER, RALPH, RUCKETS, SOLOMON, TITUM, TONY, TUTT, AND WAUKUS. Half of the names 

appearing on both lists (GONNUCH, HUGH, PETER, RALPH, RUCKETS, AND TUTT) also appeared on a list of Montauk in 

1761. At least 21 people, 55 percent of the 38 individuals on the 1764 list, had these 12 surnames, and of the 113 individuals 

named in records between 1792 and 1799, about a third, or 36, had one of the 12 surnames. Thus, the analysis implied that, while 

marriage or movement among settlements probably occurred, it was likely that a core group of families continued living at 

Shinnecock.”  

 

Footnote -- Genealogical analyses made by OFA do not rely on family names to verify a parent-child link; rather, such analyses 

require vital information is addition to full names. Genealogy links parents to children, generation-to generation of a single line of 

descent. However, this analysis for the purposes of examining community and political authority concerns a small group, not an 

individual. There is a reasonable likelihood that a set of 12 specific surnames appearing on two lists made 30 years apart of the 

same small geographical settlement indicates a continuous presence of at least some families with these surnames in the 

settlement. 

 

 (BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 56 (48)) 

 

1761 May 17 “Of additional interest to students of the history of Long Island is a quaint account of the Montauk Indians, written in 1761 by 

the REV. SAMPSON OCCUM, himself a Mohegan and a missionary, speaking their language, or a kindred dialect, as his native 

tongue. Like many of our early sources of information, this is a scarce document, and I take the liberty of presenting it in, full, so 

far as it regards the olden time customs of the Long Island Indians. It is remarkable how similar many of their traits and customs 

are to those of some of our Indian tribes; who still live in a fairly primitive state in the Middle West. To one familiar with the 

Menomini and Ojibway, it requires very little imagination to reconstruct the ancient life of the Montauk and re-people their 

windswept sand dunes with the savages of the days of New Amsterdam, for the words of the old people of these more distant 
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modern tribes often sound with striking familiarity to the student of local history. 

 

An Account of the Montauk Indians on Long Island.  

By Rev. Sampson Occum, A. D. 1761. (Brooks], 1761 [1971], p. 47) 

 

Sir, I shall give you the best account of some of the ancient customs and ways of the Montauk Indians, as memory will inform us 

at present. 

1. I shall begin with their MARRIAGES. They had four ways of marrying. The first is, as soon as the children are born, or 

presently after they are born, parents made matches for their children. The father of a male child goes to the parents of a 

girl, and takes with him a skin or two, such as they wore before the English came, and since they have had blankets, takes 

a blanket and some other presents, and delivers them to the parents of the girl, and then he will relate his business with 

them, and when he has done, the other party will manifest their thankfulness, if they agree in the matter; but if not they 

will say nothing, but return the things, and the man must carry them elsewhere. But where there is an agreement, they will 

proceed to accomplish the marriage. They prefix a time, and both parties will make preparations. The parents of the boy 

prepare clothing, ornaments, and other presents; and the others prepare a great feast; and the relations of both parties join 

in making these preparations, and when the appointed time comes, the parents of the girl and their relations bundle up 

their preparations, and will call as many guests as they please. The other party also gets in readiness with their company to 

the man's house, and they go in boldly without any compliments, and deliver their child to the man and his wife, and they 

receive their daughter-in-law with all imaginable joy, and the mother will suckle the young couple, the one at one breast, 

and the other at the other breast, and both mothers will take their turn in suckling the couple; and if the children are 

weaned, they must eat out of one dish; and in the meantime the whole company is devouring the feast, and after the feast 

they will distribute the presents one to another, and this being ended they have completed the marriage; and every one 

returns to their wigwams, and the couple that are just married are kept at their parents' houses till they are grown up, and 

if they see fit to live together they will; if not, the parents can't make them live together, but they will choose other 

companions for themselves. 

 

2. Parents stay till their children are grown up, and then will proceed in the same manner in marrying their children, as the 

former; but if the father be dead, the mother will undertake for her son; if both father and mother are dead, some near 

relation will undertake. There is no material difference between this and other just mentioned. Many times the couple that 

are to be married never see one another till the very minute they are joined in wedlock; in this the man is seated in a high 

bench in a wigwam, and the young woman is led by the hand by her father or by some near relation, to the young man, 

and set her down by him, and immediately a dish of vituals is brought and set before them, and they eat together, &c. 

 

3. Young people and others are allowed to choose companions for themselves. When a young couple conclude to have each 

other, they acquaint their parents of it, or near relations; and they assist them in it, they generally make a feast, &c. 

Sometimes the couple themselves make a small feast, and so call a few neighbors to eat and drink with them. 

 

4. The couple that are to live together make no noise about it; but the woman makes a few cakes baked in the ashes, and puts 

them in a basket and carries them to the man, and sets them down before him, and if they have been free together he is 

obliged to receive what is set before, him, and to live together; but small provocations use to part them, and [they] marry 
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others. 

 

II. The way of NAMING THEIR CHILDREN. They used to make great dances or frolics. They made great preparations for these 

dances, of wampum, beads, jewels, dishes, and clothing, and liquors, &c. Sometimes two or three families join in naming their 

children, so make great preparation to make a great dance. When they have got all things ready, they will call their neighbors 

together, very often send to other towns of Indians, and when they have all got together, they will begin their dance and to 

distribute their gifts, and every person that receives the gifts or liquors, gets up and pronounces the name that a child is to be called 

by, with a loud voice three times. But sometimes a young man or woman will be ashamed to pronounce the name, and they will 

get some other person to do it. Very often one family will make small preparations, and call few old people to name a child; and it 

was very common with them to name their children two or three times over by different names, and at different times, and old 

people very often gave new names to themselves. 

 

III. Concerning their GODS. They imagined a great number of gods. There were gods of the four corners of the earth; the god of the 

east, the god of the west, the god of the north, the god of the south; and there was a god over their corn, another over their beans, 

another over their pumpkins, and squashes, &c. There was one god over their wigwams, another of the fire, another over the sea, 

another of the wind, one of the day, and another of the night; and there were four gods over the four parts of the year, &c., &c 

. 

1 Among many of our Western tribes today a child is first given a name which is changed as soon as his character has 

developed, or he has done something remarkable which can be commemorated in a new title. Among the Menomini Indians of 

Wisconsin, the names of warriors who had slain an enemy were changed by vote of the council as a reward for their bravery. 

Thus one man might bear several different names in the course of his life.   

 

But they had a notion of one great and good God, that was over all the rest of the gods, which they called CAUHLUNTOOWUT, 

which signifies one that is possessed with supreme power. They also had a notion of a great evil god, which they called 

Mutchesunnetooh, which signifies evil power, who they say is mischievous, &c. 

 

And to these gods they call for help under every difficulty, and to them they offered their sacrifies of various kinds, &c. 

 

As for their images, they kept them as oracles. The powwaws consult these images to know the minds of their gods; for they 

pretend these images tell what the people should do to the gods, either to make a dance or a feast, or give something to the old 

people, or sacrifice to the gods. 

 

IV. As for their POWAWS, they say they get their art from dreams; and one has told me they get their art from the devil, hut then 

partly by dreams or night visions, and partly by the devil's immediate appearance to them by various shapes; sometimes in the 

shape of one creature, sometimes in another, sometimes by a voice, &c. And their poisoning one another and taking out poison, 

they say is no imaginary thing, but real. I have heard some say, that have been poisoned, it puts them into great pain, and when a 

powaw takes out the poison they have found immediate relief ; at other times they feel no manner of pain, but feel strangely by 

degrees, till they are senseless, and then they will run mad. Sometimes they would run into the water; sometimes into the fire; and 

at other times run up to the top of high trees and tumble down headlong to the ground, yet receive no hurt by all these. And I don't 

see for my part, why it is not as true, as the English or other nation's witchcraft, but is a great mystery of darkness, &c. 
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1
 Kev. Sampson Occum, Collections Massachusetts Historical Society, First Series, Vol. X, pp. 108 et seq. 

 

V. Concerning their DEAD, BURIAL, AND MOURNING. They used to wash their dead clean, and adorn them with all manner of 

ornaments, and paint the face of them divers colours, and make a great lamentation over their dead. When they carry the corpse to 

the grave, the whole company especially of the women, make a doleful and a very mournful and loud lamentation; all the way as 

they go to the grave, and at the grave; and they use to bury great many things with their dead, especially the things that belonged to 

the dead, and what they did not bury they would give away, and they would never live in a wigwam, in which any person died, but 

will immediately pull it down, and they generally mourned for their dead about a year, and the time they are in mourning the 

women kept their faces blackt with coal mixt with grease, neither would they wear fine clothes, nor sing, nor dance, neither will 

the mourners mention the name by which their dead was called, nor suffer any one in the whole place to mention it till some of the 

relations is called by the same name; and when they put off their mourning habit, they generally made a great nightly dance. They 

begin it in the evening and hold it till morning. 

 

VI. Concerning their NOTIONS OF FUTURE STATE. They believed the existence of their souls after their bodies are dead. Their souls 

go to the westward a great way off, where the righteous, or those that behaved themselves well in this world, will exercise 

themselves in pleasurable singing and dancing forever, in the presence of their Sawwonnuntoh or their western god,1 from whom 

they have received their.. 

 

1 Probably the Rev. Occum used the wrong name. Sawwonnuntoh is South God, from Shawan, south, and manitou, god. 

beans and corn, their pumpkins, squashes, and all such things. They suppose the wicked go to the same place or country with the 

righteous; but they are to be exercised in some hard servile labour, or some per, plexing exercise, such as fetching water in a 

riddle, or making a canoe with a round stone, &c.  These were common notions with all Long Island Indians.
1
 (Skinner, 1915, p. 

63) 

 

1763   Again the Montauks paid the East Hampton trustees this time four pounds and six shillings. 

 

1763  Petition from Montauk Indians to Cadwallader Colden, Lt. Governor (Banner, 2005, p. 66) 

1763 1766 Pontiac's Rebellion 

 
1764   Tension described by David Fowler to the Oneidas forced Montauk to appeal directly to Gov. Cadwalladeu. 

 

1764 Oct. 11 Proceedings on the petition of Silas Charles and other Montauk Indians- for recovery of their lands. 53o  

 

1764  “… and constitutes at present thirty families…” (Albany Book of Deeds, Box 453-1, 1659-1667) 

[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1764   CYRUS (SILAS) CHARLES or CYRUS INDIAN prepared the petition for the Montauk complained to the Governor that the  
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Montauk were in danger of being "crowded out" of  "their ancient inheritance and of being vagabonds."  He wanted the governor 

to prosecute for trespassing any English, who resided on any lands between Montauk and Sag Harbor; and that all unsold land be 

granted and confirmed to the Montauks. His petition brought no results.  

 

1764 Dec. 5 Royal mandamus to swear Roger Morris of the council vice John Chambers deceased; he is sworn in and takes his seat Warrant 

for salaries etc signed. Opinion of coum-il on the report of the attorney general in the case of the Montauk Indians (see N. Y. 

col. mss, 93:8-9; and, Doc. hist. A'. Y. 3:392-94; Q 3:237-38). Order on complaint of Cornelius Blauvelt, Garret Onderdonck and 

others of Orange county presented by Richard Morris against Abr'm Herring justice of the common pleas and colonel of militia in 

Orange county. Bonds to be given on all petitions and complaints, to pay costs. Commissions of the peace to be issued for New 

York city and county unless the corporation show cause to the contrary. Minutes sent to the board of trade. 535 

8 Proclamation to issue declaring peace with the Indians (see 

N. Y. col. mss, 93:1o). 537 

 

1764  Missionary, Samuel Occum taught the Indians letters with wooden blocks. (Nicholson, May 1956, p. 14) 

 

1766   The 34-year old Negro man [1754] was resold for the third time, and the brought for 50-pounds. 

 

1771  In 1771 there were 1,452 slaves in Suffolk County.  The 1799 act required registration by owners of children born to slaves.  South 

Haven liberated 66 slaves from 1795 to 1831. (Nicholson, May 1956, p. 26) 

 

1773  “…consists of about 100 souls.  A number of the young men are now out on fishing voyages…” (MClures, 1899, p. 135) 

[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1773 Oct 13 “Contemporary correspondence about Brothertown did not name Shinnecock among tribes removing to Brothertown. For 

example, a 1773 letter from Joseph Johnson of the Farmington Indians encouraged “Indian Brethren, at Mohegan, Nihantuck, 

Pequtt, Stonington, Narraganset, and Montauk,” to move west (Johnson 10/13/1773). A year later, a letter by the movement’s 

leader listed leaders who went from “Mohegan, Groton and Montauk, Narraganset, and Farmington” (Occom 1/6/1774). Montauk 

was the only Long Island tribe named in either document.” (BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 56 (48)) 

 

1774 June 21 Town of Huntington passed Declaration of Rights. 

 

1774 Aug 22 Colonel William Floyd of Mastic chosen as on of the nine (9) delegates to represent the colony of New York at the First 

Continental Congress. 

 

1774 Oct 10 

 

The First Continental Congress adopted a declaration of rights. 

1775   American colonies revolt 
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1775 April 19 

 

The first battle of the American Revolution – British troops sent to Capture Concord, MA met militia in Lexington – eight 

Minutemen killed. 

 

1775 Apr 20 A provincial convention met in NYC and declared Royal authority had come to an end. 

 

1775 JUL 4 DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE SIGNED 

 

1776   AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY WAR 

 

1776 JULY 4 THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE WAS ADOPTED BY THE SECOND CONTINENTAL 

CONGRESS. 

 

1777 APR 20 FIRST CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF NY ADOPTED. 

 
1778   Bound out at an early age, [REV.] PAUL CUFFEE was a servant to Frederick Hudson of Wading River until 1778.  This was the 

same year of the Religious Awakening in Wading River.  Soon after he married HANNAH. 

 

1778  “The REVEREND PETER JOHN CUFFEE, convert of the fiery Davenport, had a grandson, who after sowing his wild oats 

experienced a dramatic conversion, … so intense and overwhelming that like Saul of Tarsus, he fell to the ground and for a time, 

his entire physical strength was prostrated.  This was in the 1778 revival.  He was ordained in 1790 and worked among the Long 

Island Indians at Montauk and Canoe Place.  His Native eloquence and imagery made him a powerful and acceptable preacher in 

all churches.   Lyman Beecher was a great friend of Cuffee and Harriet Beecher Stowe ‘immortalized him in Uncle tom’s Cabin’ 

by use of the common Long Island saying “as grand as Cuffee.” (Nicholson, May 1956, p. 24) 

 

1778 Feb 6 Articles of Confederation of the Continental Congress ratified 

 

1783  Some of the Montauks migrated with Rev. Sampson Occum to Oneida County.  (Tuttle, 1962, p. 30) 

 

1784  “We arrived at Newport at midnight, after passing Gardiners Island, Fishers Island, Block Island, Montauk Point.  Where there  is 

yet an Indian village of about fifty families.”  (De Miranda, p. 132) 

[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1784  New York State Legislature fined Long Island for not taking a more active role in the American Revolution. 

 

1787  “In 1787, thirteen families from the neighboring Long Island tribe at Montauk joined Samson Occom’s Brothertown colony in 

western New York, and the population at Montauk declined. There is no evidence that a group of Shinnecock emigrated to New 

York or Wisconsin. A local historian, H. B. Squires, in the late 1780s described an oral tradition that some Shinnecock went west. 
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He related, “About 1787 many Shinnecock Indians, went to Brothertown … and joined remnants of various New England tribes 

and possibly some Montauks.” (BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 55 (47)) 

 

1788 Jul 26 NYS ratified the Constitution of the US 

 

1789 April 30 George Washington inaugurated president. 

 

1789   REV. PAUL CUFFEE left Wading River and moved to Moriches, then Poosepatuck, and finally settled at Canoe Pace until his 

death. 

 

“Paul Cuffee was also an Indian minister, a native of the Shin(n)ecoc(k) tribe, and a man of considerable powers of mind, with 

some eloquence, who formerly labored among the Indians of Montauk and his native tribes; and although not possessing much 

education, he was a useful and respectable man.  He buried about a mile west of Canoe place, where the Indian church then stood, 

and over his grave a neat marble slab has been placed, having upon it the following inscription: ‘Erected by the Missionary society 

of New York, in memory of the Rev. Paul Cuffee, an Indian of the Shinnecock tribe,  who was employed by that society for the 

last thirteen years of his life on the eastern part of Long Island, where he labored with fidelity and success.” Died 7
th

 March 1812, 

age 55 years and  3days 

(Furman, Antiquities of Long Island, 1874, pp. 65-66)  

 

1790   First US Federal Census  

- list the slave owners and the number of slaves 

 
1790 Apr George Washington tours Long Island. 

 

1792  “The Indians who were formerly numerous on this Island have now become very inconsiderable …”  (William Smith, Jr., 1972, p. 

317) 

[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1792 Feb 11 GENE (JEAN), a child of a slave SAMUEL was born in Oyster Bay, NY 

 

1792 Oct 17 REV PAUL CUFFEE was admitted as a member of the Strict Congregational Convention of Long Island.  (Prime, 1845, pp. 116, 

118) 

 

1792 Dec. 15 United States Bill of Rights went into effect. 

 

1793 Apr “Throughout the next decade, the [SHINNECOCK] Indian Records Books show individually named Indians, described as “true 

and lawful heirs to said lands,” allocating and being allocated acreage, home sites, gardens, and cornfields. These records name at 

least 113 different individuals receiving land, leasing out lands, or witnessing other transactions. At the same time, the 
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Southampton 

Town Trustees discussed their rights to the Shinnecock Hills at Town meetings. For example, the Town’s records in April 1793 

show that they decided to turn the cattle onto Shinnecock Neck as usual, “provided the Indians [would] not come to any agreement 

about said Neck with the Trustees” (Sleight 1931).  (BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 54 (46)) 

 

1794  By 1794 the Montauk were prohibited by the Trustees to graze horses which were not their own - another sanction to reduce 

economic viability. 

 

1794 Apr 14 The SHINNECOCK minutes of an April 14, 1794, meeting referred to “great inconvenience & disputes … from the present mode 

of hiring out [leasing] acres of Indian Land.” The Justices and Indian Trustees voted that the person “whose acre or acres so hired 

shall be Recorded first … Shall hold the land & draw accordingly,” thereby relying on written agreements, rather than verbal 

agreements 

(Papageorge 1983, 149).32 The Trustees held a second draw to accommodate Indians who missed the first draw. 

 

Footnote --  SIMEON TITTUM, ABRAHAM CUFFEE, SOLOMON TOKHOUS, WILLIAM OCUS, GILBERT WILLIAMS, 

JOSHUA HUGH, MARY TUTT, MARY JACOB, NAT SOLOMON, PEG RUCKETS, MARY JOE, HANNAH THENE, 

ELIZABETH DUREE, EUNICE PATTAGUAM, PRUDENCE CUFFEE AND ABRAHAM CUFFEE. 

 

(BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 55 (47)) 

 

1798   In 1798 the REV. PAUL CUFFEE, a native Shinnecock Indian, received a commission from the "New-York Missionary Society," 

to labor with the remnants of the Long Island Indians. In their employ he remained till his death, which occurred March 7th, 1812. 

The principal field of his labor was Canoe Place and Montauk.    (Prime, 1845, pp. 115-118)    (Hedges, 1897, p. Chapter VII) 

 

1799   NYS legislature passed the Gradual Emancipation Act (manumitting of slaves) 

 
1799   SARAH, a squaw served her time with John Stratton of Smithtown [bound out]. 

 

1799  “By 1799, new family names appeared in the Shinnecock records, including CATO, CUFFEE, DYER, HANIBEL, KELLIS, 

OCUS, TOHHOUSE, and others. While individuals who had no surnames on earlier documents may have taken these names, 

other new names may have represented surnames introduced through marriage or names of individuals moving to Shinnecock 

before 1789 from declining Indian settlements.” (BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 56 (48)) 

 

1799 Apr 19 In 1799, the Indian Records Books document new restrictions on the land rights of non-resident Shinnecock and non-Shinnecock 

husbands, either Indians from other Long Island groups or non-Indians. On April 19, 1799, the record showed that Indian Trustees 

(SAMUEL BUDD, ABRAHAM JACOB, AND DAVID WAUKUS) voted that non-resident Indians could not take part in the 

yearly draw for lease lands, but could be assigned half the land as residents for their own use. This new rule could explain the 

absence after 1800 of some names in earlier transactions. The Trustees also voted that “No person not being an original proprietor 

shall draw any land by virtue of marrying” a Shinnecock woman even though his wife could still draw the same as any other 
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female proprietor (Papageorge 1983, 157). However, a women “who is not a native” shall draw equally “with any other [Indian 

woman] who is a native & have equal privileges” if she marries “an Indian” (Papageorge 1983, 157). Thus, the Shinnecock 

Trustees restricted the rights of nonresidents and of non-Shinnecock husbands. There is no evidence that non-Indian Justices 

participated in formulating this rule. 

The intent of the 1799 rule is directly related to a petition to the State dated January 17, 1800, signed by “a number of the principal 

Indians belonging to the Shinnecocks Tribe, residing within the County of Suffolk” (Waukus et al. 1/17/1800). This petition 

indicates that some non-Indian men marrying Shinnecock women 42 had not left with their wives as the 1799 rule had ordered.  

These petitioners noted there were “daily encroachments” and “wanton destruction” of timber and firewood on their “common” 

lands. They described the trespassers as “strangers who marry in among us and by virtue of such connections, claim a right.” They 

asked the State “to compel such strangers so marrying to go … with their wives to retire off our lands.”  (BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 58 

(50)) 

 

1800   Second US Federal Census 

 
1800  A Petition to the New York Assembly in 1800 by Benjamin and Stephen Pharaoh explains why the Montauk appeared to accept 

these repressive measures: "...the war being ended between us and the Narowganset tribe, we demanded the deeds, but they would 

not give them up, but said they would let us improve at certain seasons of the year a certain part of the land as by a lease - which 

we being the weaker party was obliged to consent..."  

 

1800  65 Indians in the East Hampton Town Census, US Federal Census.   

[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1800  Gabriel's planned slave insurrection in Richmond, VA is uncovered. 

 

1800  “Men who were clearly Shinnecock leaders, most of whom had served as Trustees several times, signed the petition. Five names, 

SAMUEL WAUKUS, DAVID JACOB, SAMUEL BUDD, JOSEPH PETER, and ABRAHAM JACOB are legible. These five 

men appear on Shinnecock land records before 1800 and in the 1790s minutes of meetings in the Indian Records books.”  (BIA, 

2009 Dec 15, pp. 59-60 (50-51)) 

 
1800  Budd, Jacob, and David Waukus had passed the 1799 regulation restricting land rights of non-Shinnecock husbands. The group re-

elected Jacob a week before the date of this petition, implying that the larger group supported this action. The Shinnecock leaders 

between 1792 and 1799 overlap with the petition signers, who claim they are the “principle Indians belonging to the Shinnecocks 

Tribe” in 1800.  Moreover, four of the petition signers, including ABRAHAM JACOB, SAMUEL WAUKUS, JOSEPH KILLIS, 

and SAMUEL BUDD, appear on later documents and remain on the reservation after 1800. (See Appendix E, Shinnecock 

Leadership Continuity 1792 to 1840.) (BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 59 (51)) 

 

1800 Apr 8 “The [NY] State’s response to the petition of 1800 is not in the record, but events during the following two decades imply that 

some Shinnecock leaders and non-Indians would later question whether members of a specific family named Cuffee were entitled 



HISTORY TIMELINE 

41 

 

to live on the leasehold. The Southampton Town Trustee Records describe meetings in 1806. On April 1, 1806, the non-Indian 

Town Trustees 

Voted, That Ebenezer Howel be appointed to notify ABSALON CUFFEE, BUN, and the several branches of that family, to meet 

the Trustees on Tuesday next at H. Rogers and give them satisfaction respecting their title to the Indian Land, or otherwise they 

shall be debarred drawing any land this season. (Sleight 1931, 138) 

 

A week later on April 8, the Town records specifically named individuals in the “several branches,” including “ABSALOM 

CUFFEE, ABRAHAM CUFFEE, NOAH CUFFEE, JAMES BUN, SIMEON FITHEN, TOM JOCK, JASON CUFFEE, MESHEC 

CUFFEE with their respective families” (Sleight 1931, 141). The Town again ordered this group would “be debarred from 

drawing a land among the Indians this season, unless they first satisfy the [Town] Trustees with respect to their title in the said 

lands.” The addition of the names Aaron Cuffee and James Cuffee at the end of the entry may mean to include them in the list of 

the debarred. 

 

The next year, however, the Shinnecock Trustees refused to go along with the Town’s attempt to block these families from 

drawing land. The Indian Records Book indicates that in 1807, the non-Indian Justices and the Shinnecock Trustees disagreed on 

the question of whether “Absalom Cuffee, Bun & others” should be “debarred” (Papageorge 1983, 157-158). Non-Indian Justices 

and Indian Trustees met on April 22, 1807. The Indian Trustees were SAMUEL WAUCUS, ABRAHAM JACOB, AND JAMES 

BUNN.  Bunn had been debarred in 1806. The non-Indian Justices voted that “Absalom Cuffee, Bun & others debarred by the 

Trustees” should not draw land the next year. The Indian Trustees voted that they should draw land. Among the men whom the 

non-Indian Justices wanted debarred were Shinnecock Trustees. The Shinnecock had elected ABSALOM CUFFEE in the 1790s 

and 1805, AARON CUFFEE in 1803 and 1806, and JAMES BUNN in every year from 1801 to 1807. From 1808 to 1812, the 

Indian records, which the Town Clerk recorded, documented no elections and named no Trustee. It appears that either the 

Shinnecock refused to elect Trustees, or the Town Clerk refused to record the names of the men they elected. Between 1813 and 

1816, the group again elected Trustees including previously debarred Noah Cuffee in 1813 and Aaron Cuffee in 1814. Also 

elected between 1813 and 1816 were three men who were 

never debarred, including ABRAHAM JACOB, DAVID WAUKUS, AND JONATHAN TONY. 

 (BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 59 (51)) 

 

1800   BENJAMIN and STEPHEN PHARAOH petition denouncing the 1703 agreement. 

 

1801  Yet the voters at Shinnecock would repeatedly elect James Bunn a Trustee. He served from 1801 to 1807, from 1823 to 1827, and 

from 1839 to 1833. These facts suggest that the Town may have aimed their suits at Bunn because he had stature as a leader 

in the Shinnecock community.  (BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 63 (55)) 

 

1803 APRIL 30 LOUISIANA PURCHASE 

 
1803  South Carolina reopens the African slave trade. 

 

1804  New Jersey adopts a gradual emancipation act 
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1806  A census of the Montauk was sent to the Long Island Assemblymen in Albany to prove they were "true blooded natives" in 1806 - 

to forestall eviction?  117 individuals are mentioned.  (Census of the Montauk Reservation, 1806) 

 

1807  The British Parliament and the U.S. Congress vote to end the African slave trade 

 

1808  “…at present the number of Indians residing on Montauk about fifty.”  

[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1808 Jan. 30 Nicoll Floyd, Ezra L. Hommedieu and John Smith (Commissioners) Report to the New York Legislature –from which it appears 

that the Indians were in error in believing that their ancestors had not conveyed to the white proprietors all the lands they were ten 

in possession of; and they also appended to their report, the original agreement which was mad between the Indians and the whites 

on the 3
rd

 of March, 1702-3; for the settling of all difference o which the Legislature ordered to be filed in the office of the 

secretary of State.  By their report the Commissioners state that “the uneasiness of the Indians, in respect to their rights to land on 

Montauk, has been occasioned principally by strangers (not inhabitants of this state) who, for a number of years past, have made a 

practice of visiting them and have received from them produce and obligations for money, for council and advice, and their 

engagements to assist them in respect to their claims to lands on Montauk, other than those they now hold by the aforesaid 

agreement…”  

     IN 1816 the Montauks were the only tribe that remained on the Island, which preserved the distinctive character. 

(Denton, 1845, p. 1) 

1808  As early as 1808 some Brothertown left New York State for Indiana, along with members of the Delaware and Munsee. 

(BIA, 2009 Aug, p. 16) 

 

1810   THIRD US FEDERAL CENSUS 

 
1810  78 Indians in the East Hampton town Census, US Federal Census. 

[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1810 Jan 18 Certificate of Manumission to Isaac Buffett for his slave NANCY.  Overseers of the Poor of Smithtown, N Y. 

 

1811 Aug 12 Bill of Sale: Daniel Davis bargained and sold a certain NEGRO CHILES to Richard Robinson. (/Middle Island) 

 

1812 June 18 War of 1812 begins – the US Congress declared war on Great Britain 

 
1812 Mar 12 REV. PAUL CUFFEE died, and buried at Canoe Place, LI, NY, where a meeting place or the old Indian church once stood. About 

one mile west of Canoe Place, on the angle formed by the junction of the north and south road. 
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1814  War of 1812 ended 

 
1814  The last Shinnecock land allocation before 1880 was written in the Indian Records Book 2 in 1814.  Even though the elections 

continued to 1835, direct evidence of specific land allocation stopped in 1815.  Other evidence primarily from on-going litigation 

around 1815 or 1816 through 1860, however, demonstrates that the group continued to exert authority over the Shinnecock land 

base and their commonly held resources.  (BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 63 (55)) 

 

1815 Apr 4 At an April 4, 1815, Town meeting, “the Magistrates of the Town of Southampton & the Indian Trustees … voted that HANNAH 

CUFF, PAUL CUFF, VINCENT CUFF, POLLY DYER, POLLY DICK, SUKEY DYER shall be debar(r)ed from having any 

land.” POLLY DYER, POLLY DICK AND SUKEY DYER are not identified. HANNAH CUFFEE, however, was a non-Indian 

married to Rev. Paul Cuffee, who had died in 1812. Vincent Cuffee was their son. OFA researchers located notes from someone 

who 

may have acted as an attorney, judge, or clerk preparing for litigation involving Poll[y] Dick and Hannah Cuffee. The notes cover 

testimony from Shinnecock Trustees, who indicated the two debarred women had lived at Shinnecock for many years. The 

question recorded in the notes was, “If we can prove that these Indians are of Shinnecock tribe, they are entitled to recover.”  

 

Testifying in “Poll Dick v. Trustees of Southinicock” were James Bunn, described in the notes as a Trustee for 7 or 8 years, a man 

identified only as “MESHACH” [CUFFEE?], SAM WALKER, and SAM BUDD. The last two men were Trustees in the 1790s. 

Their combined testimony indicates that Poll Dick was from Southold. Her Indian mother died when she was three and the 

Overseer of the Poor “bound her to” Samuel Budd, who brought her to Shinnecock before 1790. She continued to live there. Two 

men stated that for 25 years she always drew land. James Bunn explained why a woman from Southold would receive land at 

Shinnecock: “It was agreed some years ago among the Indians that the then occupants should have their shares.” Because Poll 

Dick was an occupant at that time, “she would have had one acre at 5 dollars” (Anonymous ca. 1815). 

 

Footnote -- The Dyer name did not appear on either Shinnecock or Montauk lists until after 1792. The Dick name was associated 

with a Montauk family that emigrated with Samson Occom to Western New York. 

 

In the HANNAH CUFFEE [Paul Cuffee’s wife]  notes from the same year, (Anonymous ca. 1815), the man named “Meshach,” 

and James Bunn testified. Bunn stated that Hannah Cuffee had lived at Shinnecock about 18 years and before that had lived at 

Wading River. Her mother was a “molatto … her husband was a black man.” A later local historian described her deceased 

HUSBAND, REV. PAUL CUFFEE, as having Montauk Indian and Black ancestry. He had purportedly moved to Shinnecock in 

about 1794 (Prime 1845). To explain why this couple of mixed ancestry from Wading River settled at Shinnecock, Bunn stated, 

“Indians & Molattos agreed that all be.”  

 

This notation, in all likelihood, indicates that Indians and mixed-bloods, and perhaps others closely associated with them and 

residing on the land, had jointly decided (possibly in 1806) that if a person resided at Shinnecock at that time, then he or she could 

remain there (Anonymous ca. 1815).  The testimony seems to oppose the debarments of Hannah and Poll and claim that a group 

decision had incorporated them into the group by giving them land rights based on their or their spouses’ residence on Shinnecock 

in the early 1790s. The notes show that the residents of Shinnecock jointly determined that certain long-term residents and their 

spouses could stay there and draw land…    
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…When the Act of 1816 limited the amount of land the Shinnecock could cultivate, it seems to have benefitted the Town of  

Southampton in two ways. First, it discouraged the Shinnecock from taking in people, for whom Southampton did not feel 

responsible, and encouraged the group to limit its population. Second, it changed the competitive dynamics between the non- 

Indians, who desired pasturage and leases, and the Shinnecock, who wanted to use the lands on the leasehold for their own benefit. 

It is possible that the Townsmen’s motives for seeking to debar some individuals from Shinnecock land draws was to whittle away 

at the group’s membership to decrease the need for land by Indians and increase available pasturage for non-Indians. Placing a 

total limit on the land the group could set aside for their own use, would remove at least some of the Justices’ motive for 

questioning the qualifications of either voters or Trustees at Shinnecock. The Clerk still did not record elections between 1817 and 

1822.   

(BIA, 2009 Dec 15, pp. 60-61 (52-53))   

 

1815  A series of suits had begun with the 1815 or 1816 Poll Dick and Hannah Cuffee cases and would continue through 1860. Suits 

against James Bunn followed in 1819 and 1822, and other suits continued unabated from 1838 through 1860. One local historian 

blamed the continuing litigation on an attempt by some to extinguish the Shinnecock rights to their lease.  He claimed in 1845 that 

because of their mixed heritage, “For many years past, there has been a growing jealousy, of [the Shinnecock] claim to the lands 

reserved by their ancestors; and an evident desire to see it extinguished” (Prime 1845, 119). This local writer claimed that he 

commonly heard “the assertion ‘these … people have no more rights to these lands than the natives’” of other continents that have 

come to America (Prime 1848, 120). Between 1838 and 1860, the Shinnecock dealt with these litigations concerning rights to the 

Shinnecock Hills, and at one point, a group of Shinnecock men and women mounted a non-violent demonstration by seizing a 

large herd of sheep (New York Daily News, 12/15/1853).  (BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 64 (56)) 

 

 

1816  The American Colonization Society is founded to resettle free blacks in Africa. 

 

1816 Apr 15 On April 15, 1816, New York passed an Act relating to the Shin(n)ecock tribe of Indians. This Act repeated much of the 1792 Act. 

It set a proviso that the combined lands “laid out and appropriated” to individuals and families of the “tribe … shall not exceed one 

hundred and twenty-five acres” in total (New York 4/15/1816).  (BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 61 (52)) 

 

1817 Mar 24 Bill of Sale between William Albertson of Southold and Jeremiah Moore for LYMAS, a black slave. 

 

1818  JERMIAH BREWSTER, listed in the 1850 US Federal Census of the Town of Islip as a mulatto was born on Long Island.  (US 

Government, 1850, pp. 119, Roll M432_601) 

 

1818  “…sixty-eight males and females; they claim as belonging to their tribe, one hundred and nine…” (New York State Assembly 

Committee Report) 

[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1818 1864 The Superintendent of the Shinnecock Indian School in 1864 first observed the Shinnecock group in 1818. He later wrote about 
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his experiences with the group between 1818 and 1864, noting changes in their condition during that period. In the first years he 

worked among them, he found a demoralized population living at Shinnecock Neck and selling baskets in the Town store.  It was 

then the “the custom” to bind out their children in non-Indian homes until adulthood. Life on Shinnecock changed in the 1820s 

and 1830s, as the Indians built frame homes, sought education for their children, whom they stopped binding out, reconnected with 

Protestantism, signed a temperance pledge, and attended to farming and livestock (Fithian 1864, 101-103). If any older Indians 

spoke an Algonquian language, the children did not learn it because there were no Native speakers by 1865 (Hough 1865). 

(BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 63 (55)) 

 

1819  Shinnecock – “At Shinnecock near Southampton lived the remnants of the Shinnecock tribe of Indians.  The first church stood 

with in sight of the isthmus called Canoe Place.  The church was organized by the Long Island Presbytery in 1819.  This became 

extinct.  (Nicholson, p. 24) 

 

1819  Congress authorizes the President to send armed vessels to Africa to suppress the African slave trade to the United States. 

 

1819  STEPHEN, the king or sachem of the Montauk Indians, died and was buried by a contribution.  This Indian king was only 

distinguished from others of his tribe by wearing a hat with a yellow ribbon on it (e. S. King, aet. 22 Jan., 1825). 

(Furman, Antiquities of Long Island, 1874, p. 47) 

 

1820  The U.S. Congress defines the slave trade as piracy. 

 

1820   Fourth US Federal Census 

 
1820  The American Colonization Society sends an expedition to Africa to establish a refuge for free blacks. 

 

1820  The 1820 Federal census enumerated POLLY DICK and VINCENT CUFFEE, THE SON OF HANNAH CUFFEE.  The latter 

may have died by this date. (Vincent is said to have married JAMES BUNN’S DAUGHTER before 1818. He would be identified 

as a Shinnecock leader in the 1840s.) The 1820 Federal census enumerated them and other Cuffees living in close proximity to one 

another in 1820. The enumeration did not indicate whether they were living on the leasehold and whether they were considered 

Indians. This census did not enumerate most Indians.  (BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 61 (53)) 

 

1820  57 Indians listed on the East Hampton, US Federal Census. 

[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1822  Denmark Vesey's planned slave insurrection in Charleston, S.C. is uncovered. 

 

1822  The situation documented at this neighboring tribe [Montauk] provides background for interpreting Shinnecock petitions and other 

documents between 1799 and 1822 that reveal a dispute over who had rights on the reservation. Some Shinnecock and Town 

Justices questioned the rights to draw land of a specific family named “Cuffee” and others who were long-time Shinnecock 
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residents.  (BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 59 (50)) 

 

1822 Jan 28 A year earlier, on January 28, 1822, the Shinnecock petitioned the New York legislature to direct Town officials to stop interfering 

in the elections of their Trustees. The petition stated that the law “provided that the Indians may appoint Trustees to manage their 

business.” It also complained that “the white people will not allow any of us to vote for such Trustees but such persons as they say 

belongs to the tribe which debars almost the whole of us from the privilege we believe belongs to us”  (Wicks Cuffee et al. 

1/28/1822). Twelve men signed this petition.50 In March of that year, 13 men signed a petition entitled, Petition of the Shinecock 

Tribe of Indian in this County of Suffolk, Praying for Legislative Aid, and sent it to the State. It explained, “The clerk of the Town 

of 

Southampton will not allow any of the tribe to vote for their Trustees but such as he calls full Blooded Indians.” It continued that 

the Town Clerk’s actions “excludes almost the whole of us from the privileges of appointing our Trustees[. W]e therefore pray that 

the law may be so amended as to allow us to choose a Clerk out of our tribe” (Russell Cuffee, et al. 3/11/1822). 

 

Footnote – Signers include: Russell Cuffee, Ages Cuffee, Wicks Cuffee, Luther Bunn, Annaniaz Cuffee, William Richard, 

Noah Cuffee, James Bunn, Meshach Cuffee, David Walker, Aaron Cuffee, Abram Jacob, Vesent Cuffee. 

 

(BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 62 (54)) 

 

1823 Apr “In April 1823, the Indian records noted that Noah Cuffee, David Walkus, and James Bun [sic] were elected the Shinnecock 

Trustees (Papageorge 1983, 160). Noah Cuffee and James Bunn had been debarred in 1806/7. That the Shinnecock voters 

repeatedly elected individuals whom the non-Indian Justices rejected shows the Shinnecock ultimately prevailed and kept the 

membership open to mixed-blood Indians and others whom they considered their members.  After the March 1822 petition went 

forward, this impasse concerning who could vote or be Trustees was broken, allowing Cuffees and others earlier debarred to be 

Trustees.” 

(BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 62 (54)) 

 

1825  “East Hampton … the remnant of that tribe, once powerful and numerous, now reduced to 15 families.  Montauk … The Indians 

once the Lords of the Soil are reduced to a solitary few, and every shade of color.  (Gates, 1825, pp. 152, 328) 

[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1825  1825 the Brothertown group as a whole decided to leave New York.   They petitioned the Federal Government to help them secure 

lands controlled by the Menominee on the Fox River near Green Bay.  (BIA, 2009 Aug, p. 16) 
 

1827  The State of New York passed a law allowing the Brothertown group to sell its New York land and move west to what was then 

Michigan Territory and is now the State of Wisconsin.  (BIA, 2009 Aug, p. 16) 

 

1827  There are an estimated 106 antislavery societies in the South with 5,150 members, and 24 organizations in the North with 1,475 

members. 
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1827  “About forty years ago, there were upwards of 130 families of Indians on Montauk; now (1827) they have dwindled to four or five 

families.  Some of their squaws are very handsome women.  The royal family of the Montauks were distinguished among the 

English by the name of FARO (Pharaoh).  The last of the family female, died a year or two ago.  The authority or pre-eminence of 

the Montauk chieftain, as the head of the Mohegan family on this island, appears not only to have been claimed by them, but also 

to have been acknowledged by the other tribes, and his assent seems to have been required to any treaty or conveyance made by 

any of the tribes upon Long Island with or to the white men.    (Furman, Antiquities of Long Island, 1874, pp. 60-61) 

 

1829  David Walker issues his militant Appeal to the Colored Citizens of the World, threatening insurrection if slavery is not abolished 

and African Americans are not granted equal rights. 

 

1830   Fifth US Federal Census 

 
1830  American Colonization Society sends just 529 free blacks to Liberia. 

 

1830  93 Indians listed on the East Hampton, US Federal Census. 

[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1830 Jan. 5 “The Sag Harbor newspaper, in 1830, mentions that on the 5
th

 of January of that year, there died a Poospatuck, near Moriches, on 

Long Island, ELIZABETH JOB, age seventy-two years, relict of BEM JOB, and queen of the Indians in that place, leaving but 

two females of her tribe, both well stricken in years.  Thus ends the custom, for many years kept up, of paying a yearly tribute of a 

handful of rushes to their queen.”  (Furman, Antiquities of Long Island, 1874, p. 47) 

 

 

1830  ANDREW CUFFEE, named in this 1896 Shinnecock land description, was born in 1830, came of age in 1851, and was married in 

1858. By 1865 he, his wife, and two children lived in their own home, where the 1865 State census of the reservation enumerated 

them. Their parents were still alive, so it is unlikely that they inherited their property. That the Andrew Cuffee has a home on the 

reservation implies that land was allocated to him, his wife, or the couple sometime between 1851 and 1865. (BIA, 2009 Dec 15, 

p. 68 (60)) 

 

1831  By 1831, the Federal Government secured land from the Menominee for the “New York Indians,” and the Brothertown Indians, 

Stockbridge Indians, and a portion of the Oneida Indian tribe decided to leave New York. Six Brothertown families consisting of 

about 40 individuals left New York for Green Bay in 1831, and more followed until only a few Brothertown individuals remained 

in New York. Members of the Brothertown Indian tribe originally settled close to Green Bay, but the Federal Government 

provided the Brothertown and the Stockbridge with separate reservations further southwest on the shores of Lake Winnebago, in 

what became 

Calumet County. (BIA, 2009 Aug, p. 16) 

 

The Brothertown migration to Wisconsin began in 1831 according to William DeLoss Love in his 1899 book Samson Occum and 
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the Christian Indians of New England. In 1831, Love said, a group of six families consisting of “nearly forty persons” migrated 

from Brothertown, New York, to Green Bay, where they settled temporarily along the Fox River (Love 1899, 324-325).  He noted 

that the group was composed predominantly of the large families of William Dick, Elkanah Dick, and Randal Abner. The United 

States Senate added a proviso to the Treaty of February 8, 1831, with the Menominee that granted the Brothertown a reservation 

south of Green Bay on the east shore of Lake Winnebago and, according to Love, after the treaty was ratified they moved to that 

location in 1832. Love’s genealogical notes on Brothertown families included in the petitioner’s genealogical database identify 

another five families who arrived in 1832 and were allotted in 1839 (Love 1899, appendix). The petitioner’s narrative names an 

additional five families and four individuals who arrived in 1832 (BIN 1996, 68-69; 2005, 55-56). An obituary in the local 

newspaper claimed that another individual settled in 1832 at Brothertown (Chilton Times 6/15/1887). This combined evidence 

identifies perhaps 21 founding 

families on the Brothertown reserve.  

 

Footnote --  Randal Abner, Thomas Commuck, Elkanah Dick, William Dick, David Johnson, and Isaac Scippio in 1831;Alexander 

Dick, Daniel Dick, John C. Hammer, William Johnson Sr., John Seketer Sr., and Abraham Skeesuck in 1832. The petitioner adds 

the John Adams, Simeon Adams, Thomas Dick, Nathan Paul, and Ezekiel Wiggins families and the individuals Jeremiah Johnson, 

Charles Seketer, George Skeesuck, and James Wauby. (BIA, 2009 Aug, p. 38 (25)) 

 

1831 Jan 1 Garrison begins publishing The Liberator, the country's first publication to demand an immediate end to slavery. On the front page 

of the first issue he declares: "I will not equivocate--I will not excuse--I will not retreat a single inch--AND I WILL BE HEARD." 

Georgia offers $5000 to anyone who would bring him to the state for trial. 

 

1831 April 19 “New York state government made another attempt to elevate them in the scale of life, the legislature passed an act directing the 

Superintendent of common Schools annually to pay the additional sum of eighty dollars from the school fund to the treasurer of 

the county of Suffolk, to support a school among the Shin(n)ecoc(k) Indians, for the instruction of their children.  And they require 

the Commissioners of common schools in Southampton to include in their annual report ‘a statement of the length of time that a 

school has been taught in pursuance of this act; the number of children taught in said school; the manner in which such moneys 

have been expended; and whether any and how much remains unexpended, and for what cause.’ 

  This law was limited to three years, but by another act passed March 1
st
, 1845, it was renewed for four years, from April 28

th
, 

1844, ‘and no longer, unless the same shall be extended by the Legislature.” 

  (Furman, Antiquities of Long Island, 1874, pp. 47-48) 

 

1831  In 1831, the Shinnecock petitioned the State legislature seeking educational funding (New York Senate 1/4/1831). On receiving 

their petition, New York passed legislation on April 19, 1831, for the Indian school on the leasehold.  It provided $80 to 

Southampton, in addition to what Suffolk County already received to hire a teacher for the Shinnecock children (New York 

4/19/1831). The Act was “revived” for three years in 1841 and for four years in 1845 (New York, 4/28/1841 & 3/2/2845). 

(BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 63 (55)) 

 

1831  “King Ben, who styled himself one of the last of the Indian chiefs on Long island, often resided on Whale’s Neck, Queen’s 

County.   

  He used to relate many wonderful stories about the first settlers and often told the story of John Bull speaking to the Indians, 
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which was as follows:  the English has a large cannon which they  told the natives was John bull, and that on a certain day he 

would make a talk to them.  Accordingly, on the day appointed, the poor Indians were placed in a line fronting the mouth of the 

gun, which being shotted was fired off to their destruction.   King Ben says that the wrath of the Great Spirit, by reason of this 

outrage, was so great that at the season of the year when this foul murder was committed, no grass will grow upon that accursed 

spot, which still bears the stain of human blood.  The fact is that the place where this wicked deed is alleged to have been 

committed is a ridge of red gravelly soil, on which in the dry season nothing can grow for want of moisture.” 

  (Furman, Antiquities of Long Island, 1874, pp. 57-58) 

 

1831 Aug 31 Nat Turner leads a Southampton County, Virginia. 

 

1832   Many Shinnecock continued to live in the area of Westwoods well into the 19th century. NOAH CUFFEE, a Shinnecock trustee in 

1832, was living at Canoe Place when he was assaulted by Israel Conklin, a white man. The court found Mr. Conklin guilty of 

attacking Mr. Cuffee, who was on his own property at the time. 

 

1832 Oct 27 The Brothertown Indians of Wisconsin were signatories to the Treaty of October 27, 1832, between the Menominee and the 

United States. Three men representing the Brothertown—William Dick, Daniel Dick, and Elcanah [Elkanah] Dick—signed an 

appendix to that treaty (United States 10/27/1832, Appendix). They gave their consent to modifications insisted upon by the 

Menominee to a proviso the United States Senate made a part of its consent to an earlier treaty with the Menominee, the Treaty of 

February 8, 1831. The Senate in its resolution consenting to the Treaty of 1831 provided that one township of land would be 

“granted for the use of the Brothertown Indians” (United States 2/8/1831, Proviso). Such a provision was not part of the text of the 

treaty presented to the Senate for its approval. In view of several such new provisions in the Senate resolution, a new treaty was 

made with the Menominee in 1832 on the grounds that the Treaty of 1831 had been “conditionally ratified” by the Senate and 

assent to those conditions had to be obtained from the Menominee (United States 10/27/1832). The Menominee objected to one of 

the Senate provisions, but gave their assent to the grant of land for the Brothertown. The consent given by the Brothertown 

representatives to the Treaty of 1832 thus did not involve any modification of the Indian reservation created for them by the 

Senate.  

 

Footnote -- Brothertown Indians were also mentioned in the Treaty of January 15, 1838, made at Buffalo Creek in New York 

State. That treaty provided a tract of land west of the State of Missouri as a “future home” for the New York Indians, including the 

“Brothertowns residing in the State of New York” (United States 1/15/1838). That treaty was not signed by any Brothertown 

representatives. A “Census of the New York Indians as Taken in 1837,” which was attached to the treaty as “Schedule A,” listed 

the “Brothertowns” with a population of 360. 

 (BIA, 2009 Aug, p. 18 (6)) 
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1832  Migration to the new reservation continued after 1832 and the available evidence reveals that a Brothertown settlement in 

Wisconsin was still in the process of being established at the time the 1839 Allotment List was made. The petitioner identifies 34 

families or individuals who arrived in Wisconsin in the years from 1834 to 1839 (BIN 1996, 68-69; 2005, 55-56). However, the 

genealogical notes in Love’s 1899 book indicate that one of these families arrived in 1843. 10 The petitioner’s genealogical 

database contains notes that identify another five families or individuals who arrived in Wisconsin before 1839 (Love 1899, 

appendix; Chilton Times 

6/30/1885). A number of the household heads identified by the petitioner died before 1839, but some had widows who were 

allotted. Another five of these family heads not known to have died before 1839 were not included on the 1839 Allotment List. A 

date of migration cannot be determined for many of the adults on the 1839 Allotment List, so more families may have participated 

in the original settlement of the reserve and more families than those identified in these sources arrived in the years between 1832 

and 1839. This pattern of continuing Brothertown migration from New York to Wisconsin posed a problem for the commissioners 

making the allotment list in 1839, as they expected more Brothertown families and individuals to arrive after 1839.  (BIA, 2009 

Aug, p. 38 (26)) 

 

1835  Shinnecock Indian Records Book 2 ends in 1835.  (BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 63 (55)) 

 

1838  Southampton sued Vincent Cuffee, identified as “one of the Shinnecock tribe of Indians,” for grazing animals on the Shinnecock 

Hills in 1838, three years after Indian Records Book 2 documented the last Trustee election (New York Court of Appeals 3/-

/1860). 

(BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 64 (56)) 

 

1839  The Brothertown group began petitioning the Federal Government in 1838 to allow them to apportion their reservation lands to 

individual members and obtain citizenship. Their petition was granted by the Act of 1839, and they divided their reservation lands 

among their members and became citizens.  (BIA, 2009 Aug, p. 16 (4)) 

 

1839 Mar 3 The Brothertown Indian tribe was also acknowledged by Congress in the Act of March 3, 1839.  That Act expressly referred to the 

“tribe of Brothertown Indians” (U.S. Congress 3/3/1839, sec. 1, sec. 2). It acknowledged that a tract of land had been “reserved for 

the use of the Brotherton or Brothertown Indians” by treaties with the Menominee, and thus that a Federal relationship existed 

(sec. 1). The Act identified a tribal political entity by noting the “existing laws, customs, [and] usages” of the tribe (sec. 2, sec. 4), 

by referring to the “town clerk of said tribe” as an existing political office (sec. 5), and by requiring the tribe to hold an election for 

a board of commissioners (sec. 3) in order to utilize the provisions of the Act. The Act of 1839 acknowledged an existing Indian 

tribe with existing tribal rights recognized by the Federal Government by declaring that the Brothertown Indian tribe’s “rights as a 

tribe or nation” would “cease” (sec. 7). (BIA, 2009 Aug, p. 18 (6)) 

 

1839 Nov 26 The Brothertown Indian tribe of Wisconsin was previously acknowledged by the United States in a Senate proviso to its approval 

of the Treaty of February 8, 1831, with the Menominee; in the Treaty of October 27, 1832, with the Menominee; and in the Act of 

March 3, 1839, which brought that Federal acknowledgment to an end. This previous Federal acknowledgment was  clearly 

premised on identification of a tribal political entity and recognized a relationship between that entity and the United States. Most 

of the petitioner’s members descend from the previously acknowledged tribe and the petitioner is able to advance a claim that it 

may have 
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evolved as a group from that previously acknowledged tribe. The petitioner thus meets the two aspects of a test of unambiguous 

previous Federal acknowledgment. This evidence of a treaty relationship and congressional action meets both the “unambiguous” 

and “substantial evidence” requirements of this section. The last date of Federal acknowledgment of the Brothertown Indian tribe 

of Wisconsin is considered to be November 26, 1839, the date on which the President of the United States received a report from 

the Brothertown board of commissioners indicating the tribe’s compliance with the provisions of the Act of 1839. (BIA, 2009 

Aug, p. 17 (5)) 

The Act of 1839, by its “cease and determine” language, has both expressly ended and forbidden the Federal relationship for this 

petitioner.  (BIA, 2009 Aug, p. 22 (10)) 

 

1840   Sixth US Federal Census 

 
1840  70 Indians listed on the East Hampton, US Federal Census. 

[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1840 1918 JOHN HENRY THOMPSON, son of J. H. THOMPSON [Canada] and JANE CUFFEE [Shinnecock] and father of ALICE 

THOMPSON PHILLIPS at Canoe Place. 

 

1841 May 25 In an Act of the State of New York directing that the principal of an annuity the State held for the Brothertown Indian tribe be paid 

to those Indians, the State legislature in 1841 identified the Brothertown in Wisconsin as an Indian entity when it referred to them 

as “that portion of said tribe . . . who have removed to Brown county, in the territory of Wisconsin” (New York 5/25/1841). 

(BIA, 2009 Aug, p. 25 (13)) 

 

1842  In 1842 the Commissioner of Indian Affairs did not include the Brothertown in his survey of the Indians remaining east of the 

Mississippi River, saying they “have been placed upon a footing with our own citizens by act of Congress” (Crawford 

11/16/1842). Although the Commissioner in 1845 authorized the payment of educational funds to schools with Brothertown 

students, he said he had no authority to pay the funds to a Brothertown representative or group (Crawford 6/10/1845). In both 

these examples, 

the Commissioner declined to identify a Brothertown Indian entity.  (BIA, 2009 Aug, p. 25 (13)) 

 

1845 Aug 22 JUNE MEETING -- Poosepatuck and Shinnecock preserve their culture with a gathering in last June on the 8th.  The site was an 

old Wigwam on Poosepatuck.  Attending came 160 carriages, 4 stages, and small pleasure wagons.  The 82-year old, Deacon 

Obediah Cuffee , son of Paul Cuffee was over the Poospatuck, whereas 53-year old, Deacon Vincent Cuffee, son of Paul Cuffee 

resides over the Shinnecock.  (Long Island Indians, 1845) 

 

1845  In 1845, Vincent Cuffee, a Shinnecock resident, was a Deacon at the annual June Meeting, attended by Indians from several 

communities (Indian Assemblage of 1845). He had also served as Shinnecock Trustee from 1830 to 1834 and would serve again in 

1862. It is likely that the suit named him because of his stature as a leader.  (BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 64 (56)) 

 



HISTORY TIMELINE 

52 

 

1847  After the last date of previous Federal acknowledgment in 1839, Brothertown descendants participated in several activities 

together such as submitting a petition to the President in 1847 and a memorial to Congress that resulted in an Act of 1878, entering 

into agreements with attorneys at various times during the 19th century to seek claims from the Federal Government including an 

agreement signed by 147 people in 1886, preparing a roll of individuals considered eligible to  receive a share of a claims award in 

1901, and observing the 100th anniversary of Brothertown settlement in Wisconsin as part of a church celebration in 1934. 

(BIA, 2009 Aug, p. 19 (7)) 

 

1850   Seventh US Federal Census 

 
1850  150 Indians listed on the East Hampton, US Federal Census. 

[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1850 March In March 1850, the South Hampton Town Trustees sued Vincent Cuffee again for overgrazing part of the Shinnecock lease. (BIA, 

2009 Dec 15, p. 64 (56)) 
 

1851  “… reduced to a beggarly number of some 10 or 15 drunken and degraded beings…”  (Republican Watchman, 1851) 

[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1853  In two other actions before 1853, LUTHER BUNN and OLIVER KELLIS, leasehold residents, sued non-Indians for “taking and 

carrying away sea weed” from the “shores of Shinnecock Bay” (New York Court of Appeals 3/-/1860). The seaweed suits did not 

involve individual home allotments, barns, or gardens. No one had individual claims to the seaweed, nor did Cuffee have an 

individual claim to pastures. These cases concerned the resources held in common by the Shinnecock group. Two men named in 

the titles acted as Shinnecock Trustees during periods when the Indian Records Books 2 and 4 documented elections. Luther Bunn, 

like Vincent Cuffee, served as Trustee in 1834.  

 

“…In 1853, a local sheep owner sued two brothers, LUTHER and JAMES BUNN, and FRANCIS WILLIS, a non-Indian married 

to Acenthia Cuffee. The suit continued through the final appeal in 1859.  The dispute began when sheep damaged the Indians’ 

corn on the Shinnecock Hills, and a group of at least 16 Indians seized 320 of the sheep in retaliation. In addition to the Bunn 

brothers and 

Francis Willis, the Shinnecock answer brief listed 13 other people,55 who represented households enumerated on the 1850 Federal 

census, most likely on the leasehold in the settlement at Shinnecock Neck. Court documents indicate that they had not planted corn 

on the Shinnecock Hills for several years before 1853, but in that year they planted 19 separate parcels, which they did not fence 

(New York Court of Appeals 3/-/1860).”  

 

Footnote -- Named in addition to Bunn, Bunn, and Willis are Stephen Walker, David Bunn, Paul Cuffee, Wicks Cuffee, Oliver 

Killis, Ann [Walker] Williams, Darius Jackson, Thomas Beman, Minerva [Walker] Green, Age[e] Cuffee, Charles Killis, James 

Lee and Charles Smith.” All of these people lived on the reservation according to their statements. Although at least three non-
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Indians and a Montauk man are listed; all of them are married to Shinnecock women, according to the petitioner’s genealogical 

database. The 1850 Federal census recorded these individuals consecutively, thus indicating that it was the reservation being 

enumerated on those schedules. The schedule document did not specifically name the reservation. 

 

 (BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 64 (56)) 

 

1854  In 1854 a superintendent of Indian affairs, who stated that the Brothertown had become citizens, reported that he had traveled 

through “their township” while visiting the Stockbridge Indians, but also observed that “many white men . . . [had] settled among 

them” (Huebschman 9/28/1854). The next year the superintendent referred to the township of Manchester as “the home of the 

Brothertons” (Huebschman 10/1/1855). Thus, at least until 1855 some external observers identified an Indian entity by describing 

Brothertown citizens as still constituting a distinct Indian settlement. .. 

 

… The petitioner contends that an 1854 Act of Congress identified a Brothertown Indian tribe (BIN 1996, 74; 2005, 5 n.17, #11). 

That Act required the Secretary of the Interior to submit a report on a possible claim of the Brothertown tribe against the United 

States based on allegations of an uncompensated historical taking of tribal property by the Federal Government (U.S. Congress 

7/31/1854). The issue Congress referred to the Secretary involved a claim on behalf of a historical Indian tribe. In cases in which 

Congress instead passed a jurisdictional act to authorize such a historical claim being presented in Federal claims court, the 

Secretary of the Interior usually had the responsibility to identify a contemporary group of the descendants of the historical tribe 

for purposes of bringing the lawsuit. That condition did not apply to the Act of 1854. That Act referred to a historical tribe without 

expressly identifying a contemporary group.   (BIA, 2009 Aug, p. 25 (13)) 

 

1859 Oct 16 John Brown leads a raid on the federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Va. 

 

1860   Eighth US Federal Census 

 
1860  127 Indians listed on the East Hampton, US Federal Census. 

[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1860   GEORGE and HANNAH PHARAOH were living in Islip.  GEORGE, an Indian is enumerated as a day laborer and HANNAH as 

mulatto.   

 

1860  One of these early whalers was ISAAC CUFFEE of Sag Harbor; others Montauks were JASON CUFFEE, JOHN HANNIBAL, 

THOMAS CUFFEE, JOHN KELLIS, CALEB CUFFEE, EPENETIUS PETERS, SILVESTER CUFFEE, SOLOMON WARD, 

NATHAN GREEN, LEROY BEAMAN, JOHN JANUARY, VINCENT JOSEPH, THOMAS BEAMAN, AND THE NOTED 

STEPHEN PHARAOH was steersman on the schooner Susan in 1860.  

 

1864  “: … at present day the Montauks consists of five families numbering scarce a score of Souls, few of whom are full blooded 

Indians…” (Greenwood, 1864) 
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[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1865  A similar example involves Mrs. Emma J. (Cuffee) Lee, the widow of Ferdinand Lee. The 1865 State census shows the couple 

living in the home of her father Vincent Cuffee on the reservation. Sometime between 1865 and 1880, however, she received land 

on her own or as part of a married couple, or inherited it as a spouse.  Indian Records Book 4 contains numerous similar examples 

of people, who most likely received or inherited land between 1834 and 1880, named in boundary descriptions.  (BIA, 2009 Dec 

15, p. 68 (60)) 

 

1865  The African Methodist Episcopal Church of Bay Shore was originally located on Brook Avenue as early as 1865.  Some of the 

first members were: MARY ELIZABETH and SIDNEY GREEN, ELIZABETH and FRANK CONKLIN, DOLLY and OLIVER 

CUFFEE, LOUISA and OLIVER and PEGGY GREEN, LYDIA BUNN, ANN MOON, and LUCY JACKSON.  (Tuttle, 1962, p. 

4) 

 

1867  Mary Wacus died in 1867 at the age of 100, a town official recorded the following words by her name: "the last full-blooded 

squaw and the oldest of the Shinnecocks." (Southampton Town Archives, Death Records Mss.) 

 

1870   Ninth US Federal Census 

 
1870   Montauk Court Case: GEORGE and HANNAH PHARAOH testified. 

 

1870   Jeremiah Parsons Census of the Montauk Reservation population  – 21 Individuals, US Federal Census 

[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1870  100 individual Indians in the East Hampton Town Census, US Federal Census 

[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1871 Jan. 28 A Bill is in Committee of the New York State Assembly in reference to the Montauk Indians.  (The Corrector (Sag Harbor) 1858-

1871 [online], 1871) p. 2 

 

1872 June 3 Shinnecock and Montauk Indians held their annual June festival yesterday.  It was witnessed by hundreds of whites, special trains 

being run over the Long island Railroad.  (ProQuest Historical Newspapers, 1872) 

 

1873 Dec. 27 AMITYVILLE, L. I., NY is erecting a colored school house at the cost of $800, and the colored citizens will build, an addition for 

a classical department.  (Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1873) p. 2 

 

1874   WILLIAM PHARAOH was living in Port Jefferson, and working as a deck hand on the schooner Alert. 
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1875  In 1875, the Chilton Times reprinted a report by a Green Bay newspaper of an election held in the town of Brothertown of “chiefs” 

to serve on an “Indian council” (Chilton Times 2/13/1875).  This reference to an “Indian council” representing a group of 

Brothertown Indians is a contemporaneous identification of a Brothertown Indian entity in 1875. (BIA, 2009 Aug, p. 26 (14)) 

 

1876 December The tragic sinking of the Circassian happened December, 1876. The ship ran a ground offshore during a storm. When the call 

went out for a salvage crew to rescue the cargo, eleven men from Shinnecock agreed to take the job. One of the men, ALFONSO 

ELEAZER, left the ship before the storm engulfed the rescue operation. The ship broke apart while the crew was on board, casting 

all of them into the freezing water. None of the Shinnecock men were saved.   There was no hope of seeing any of the thirty-two 

men alive. The velocity of the set, now running to the east, and the extreme undertow made it nearly impossible for anyone to 

reach shore. Superintendent Huntting, feeling duty bound to make every effort, organized a lantern patrol of about twenty Life 

Saving men to search along the beach at forty-foot intervals in the unlikely event any survivors appeared in the surf. As soon as 

the mast sank, Captain Huntting's men, along with volunteers from the crowd on shore, hurried up the beach eastward to their 

positions. The moon, once again, broke through the clouds, and one of the leading patrols spotted a small cluster of figures on the 

ocean moving rapidly with the current eastward. As the life saving crew hastened to their rescue, the figures were carried almost 

half a mile before they neared shore. Luther Burnett and life saver Gordon Ludlow ran into the frigid surf to drag the men out of 

the undertow to safety.  Those in the rear patrols, seeing a concentration of lantern light ahead of them and hearing glad shouts as 

the rescuers and survivors emerged onto the beach, knew someone, at least, had been saved. The news spread rapidly down the 

beach that four men had miraculously made it to shore on a boat's buoy, and the four men were alive! As several life saving men 

helped the exhausted survivors back to the shelter of Mecox Station, the rest of the lantern patrol, now hopeful, kept searching the 

surf for signs of more life.  Once inside the station house, the survivors, so overcome with fatigue and numb from wet and cold 

that they could not stand, were stripped of their frozen garments and given warm, dry clothing. Immediately they were put to bed 

near the fire, given coffee and brandy, and given other first aid treatment. Three revived, but the fourth remained unconscious for 

several hours and it was feared he might die. It was the middle of the day before he was considered out of danger. Those saved 

were Henry Morle, First Mate of the Circassian, from Taunton, England; John Rowland, Second Mate, from Cardiff, Wales; and 

Charles Campbell, wrecking company engineer, from Newark, New Jersey. The fourth man was Alexander Wilson, the ship's 

carpenter, from Birkenhead, England, near Liverpool. There were no other survivors.  As soon as the men recovered, they told 

their story and gave more details of what had happened on the ship. Henry Morle had been shipwrecked before; and whether 

because of the nature of the man or the nature of his experience, he remained cool and in command of himself and the situation. 

Morle has been in the galley with Campbell, Rowland, Wilson, and others, regaining strength and working on a plan of survival. 

Despite all efforts, no help was coming from shore and the situation was critical.  There were only a few life preservers and a 

couple of cork fenders from the ship's remaining boats. Morle gave a life preserver to JOHN WALKER, A SHINNECOCK, and 

cut loose one of the canvas covered fenders for himself. Taking it below, Morle rigged the cylindrical buoy with wooden cleats 

and ropes, thus making a life buoy about five feet long and one foot thick. John Rowland, who could not swim, asked to share the 

buoy and Morle consented. When the ship started to break up beneath them, he and Rowland took to the mizzen rigging with the 

buoy. Studying the flow of the set and the drift of the wreckage, Morle chose the best position possible to gain clearance of the 

ship if the mast fell. They, among others were not lashed to the rigging. William Keefe, the boatswain, and Charles Campbell, of 

the wrecking company, also had a buoy but tried to remain on deck with it. Unfortunately, they were caught by a large wave and 

thrown across the deck, they and their buoy parting ways. It was at this point that several more men were washed overboard.  

Campbell survived and climbed into the rigging beneath Morle asking him for a share of his buoy. Morle agreed and they made 
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plans to reach shore. A few men jumped from the deck taking their chances in the surf. Morle, stayed, his clothes ice covered, the 

freezing spray numbing his hands and face. The SHINNECOCK, all in a group in the rigging, were still singing. Many others were 

praying. Some, having ceased their calls for help, were silent. Suddenly, a huge wave lifted the vessel. As the mast fell Morle, 

Rowland, and Campbell jumped with the buoy. Rowland and Campbell emerged together from the icy water, in the lee of the ship, 

clinging to the buoy. Morle, who had let go of the buoy just before hitting the water, swam to the others. All around was a chaos of 

debris - sail, planks from the ship's boats, spars, and rigging. All around were men struggling and drowning. Alexander Wilson, 

who had been in the rigging above Campbell, also came up from the water. In a panic, he seized Campbell's neck, almost 

strangling him. Campbell, fighting for his life, was about to draw his knife when Morle shouted, "Carpenter, let go that man, you 

are drowning him now." With Campbell's help, Wilson managed to grasp the buoy.  The four men were now positioned two on 

each side of the cork float. With their arms through the ropes and around the cylinder, they clutched the lines and locked legs with 

each other below. This helped keep them together and steady the small buoy as it was buffeted by the swells. Morle took charge, 

commanding the others to breathe before each icy wave struck, ordering them to rest whenever momentarily possible. 

Nevertheless, after only minutes in the water, they were completely weakened by their struggle and were almost drowned. With 

one final effort, they plunged through the breakers toward shore.  Exhausted, numb with cold, and at the mercy of the undertow, 

all were hauled from the surf and immediately wrapped in warm clothes stripped off the backs of their rescuers. Wilson, suffering 

from severe cramps, was nearly lifeless; the others were so overcome they could barely stand. Had not Huntting's men been on the 

spot to offer immediate assistance, they would all have perished. They were battered and weary, but they were alive. JOHN 

WALKER hadn't been as fortunate; he had attempted to jump also but had been caught by a huge wave, crushed against the ship's 

stern, then carried down by a swirling eddy. His life preserver surfaced; he did not.  Meanwhile. Patrols along shore kept 

continuous watch, looking first for more survivors, later for bodies. The storm, affecting the whole Northeast, was the worst such 

storm in eighty years. New England was badly hit with much damage to its fleets; many vessels had been driven ashore or were 

badly damaged. Provincetown, Massachusetts had taken a furious beating. Long Island's bays froze over. A heavy snow had 

immobilized upstate New York and all of New Hampshire and Vermont. Transportation was struggling, if it was moving at all. 

Even in Bridgehampton, the sleet and slush of the night before had frozen into one slippery mass. On this Saturday morning, as the 

patrols continued, the weather was still frigid with gusting westerly winds. A glare of bright sunshine reflected on the ocean; cold 

stinging sand still numbed the patrollers' faces.  Word of the disaster spread rapidly through the village of Bridgehampton. Some 

townspeople, accustomed to seeing the masts of the ship on the horizon, thought the Circassion had finally gotten free when they 

did not spot her that Saturday morning. Many, shocked at the loss, ignored the inclement weather and hastened to the beach to 

assist in the search. All were stunned. When hope was gone of finding any survivors, their shock turned to grief. Neighbors were 

dead, and the sad search for the missing bodies continued.  From Bridgehampton the news spread to the surrounding areas. At 

about 9 o'clock that morning, Henry F. Herrick, postmaster of Southampton and elder in the Presbyterian church, brought word to 

those on the Reservation. He spoke first to JAMES BUNN, FATHER OF DAVID BUNN, and then from house to house he 

carried the same message. Quietly and sadly he said, "The ship went down - all of the Shinnecock men have been lost perished in 

the wreck."  MRS. EDNA WALKER ELEAZER, who died in 1969 at nearly a hundred years of age, remembered Henry Herrick 

bringing the news to the Walker household. She was only a girl when her mother answered the knock on her door announcing that 

both her father and her uncle were dead. Although only a few miles distant, the men had not been off the ship and had not visited 

their homes in two weeks. Now they would return no more.  Lewis, in his bluster and overconfidence, had made a catastrophic 

error; despite his extensive experience, he had been wrong. Certainly, by today's standards, there is no doubt Lewis had been 

negligent. However, if the storm had held off only a few hours more, the ship would: have been safely off the bar, and on her way 

to New York with all hands on board alive and well. Lewis would have succeeded at his task: he would have been praised for a job 
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well done. Lewis had overestimated both his own judgment and the strength of the ship; he had badly underestimated the severity 

of the storm.  On the Reservation, the Circassian widows survived the winter. The contributions had helped, but still the women 

faced both the loneliness and struggle of raising and supporting their fatherless families alone.  

The tribe had been sadly depleted, but the loss of the Circassian men was not, as some have said, the end of the Shinnecock tribe. 

There were twenty-five Indian children from these families alone left to carry on.  Even the loss of the whaler Amethyst [ship] in 

1887 did not mean the end of the tribe. Two of LAMES R. LEE'S BROTHERS were on the Amethyst, as was MOSES WALKER, 

a Montauk and close relative of the two Walkers drowned in 1876.  Last seen in the Arctic Sea in June in 1887 the Amethyst met 

an uncertain fate. When discovered later in the year, she had split in two, with no sign of her thirty-eight man crew.  The 

Shinnecock men lost on the Circassian had, without doubt, met their death with bravery. The actions of the rescuers, fighting on to 

save the helpless men despite all odds, were praiseworthy and heroic. If there were heroes, the real heroes were the widows, 

sisters, children, parents, and other relatives who overcame their personal tragedy, went on with the business of living, and 

survived. Because  

The first three bodies found were those of one young seaman and two Indians. When news of the identification reached the 

Reservation, almost all the Shinnecock not already there hurried to Montauk on horseback, by wagon, or on foot to continue the 

search and bring home their dead.  After the first bodies had been discovered the previous day, the search intensified. Captain 

Huntting was impatient to explore the wreck itself. On Monday morning the ocean, for the first time since the disaster, proved 

relatively calm, and Huntting and a crew of men rowed out to the ship. They could see down to the shrouds and rigging but no 

bodies were evident either on or near the wreck. The results of their expedition, plus the finding of the bodies four miles west of 

Montauk Point, led to conjecture that few men, if any, had lashed themselves to the rigging.  Before nightfall, eleven more bodies 

were recovered: three more Shinnecock, two of the apprentices, the cook, the sail maker, two more seamen, and Captains Williams 

and Lewis, Both the British Consul and the Coast Wrecking Company were immediately notified. On the midnight patrol a 

Georgica crewman found a corpse about a half mile east of the station house, The next day a farmer's wagon brought still one 

more body to the Reservation. The body was that of DAVID BUNN.  Tuesday, January 9, was the day scheduled for the burial of 

the Shinnecock. Only six bodies had been found, leaving four more bodies, those of JOHN WALKER, WILLIAM CUFFEE, 

RUSSELL BUNN, AND OLIVER KELLIS yet to be recovered. The search for bodies continued. Eight more had yet to be found - 

those of the four Shinnecock, one apprentice and one seaman, and two wreckers; within the next few days all would be recovered. 

Later, the Shinnecock would be buried on the Reservation near the others.  Loss of the ten Shinnecock men was a demoralizing 

blow to their people. There were several young men away on whaling voyages, and it would be a minimum of two years before 

their return. The struggle against poverty had always been hard; in this severe winter, even survival would be difficult. The tribe, 

now numbering about 175 people on the Reservation would find the loss of so many breadwinners extremely hard to bear. In any 

independent community, small and already poor, such a loss was a disaster. In the 1800's the owner of a ship was not liable for 

loss of life upon his vessel, and wreckers engaged in their profession totally at their own risk. There would be no lawsuits, no 

settlements, nothing in the way of monetary compensation.  Contributions received by Mr. Harsell in New York included several 

from the Roosevelt family, and one in particular from the household of Theodore Roosevelt. For several years, MRS, MARY 

REBECCA KELLIS had worked as a servant for the well-known family. "AUNT BECKY" died in 1936 at nearly one hundred 

years of age. FRANK BUNN, one of the men lost on the Circassian, was her brother. Though appreciated and helpful, none of the 
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contributions were very large. For the Shinnecock, times ahead would still be difficult.    

http://www.thehamptons.com/indians/shipwreck/survivors.html 

 

1878 July 27 DAVID PHARAOH died last Thursday.  (South Side Signal , 1878) p. 2 

 

1878  “The late Chief left a widow and five children… Besides these there are the present King Stephen, and his son Samuel … Ephraim 

Fowler, a son of Sylvester also survives.  Of the other families of Fowlers, there are the husbands and wife and their four 

children… (The New Long Island: A Hand Book of Summer Travel, 1879) 

[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1878   Judge Dykeman's ruling that the residence rights belonged to all of the Montauketts including those Indians not living at Montauk, 

as well as the fact that all of the previous transactions indicated that the rights were given to the Montauketts as a tribe. 

 

1878  Congress identified a group of Brothertown Indians in 1878 when it passed an Act which appointed four trustees for the group to 

sell at a public auction some lands of the former Brothertown Reservation left unpatented by the allotment list of 1839 (U.S. 

Congress 4/20/1878; BIN 1996, 77, 97; 2005, 5 n.17, #12). In the Act of 1878, Congress authorized the sale of these lands when a 

group of Brothertown Indians petitioned the trustees to do so. By providing for this action by a Brothertown group, Congress 

identified a contemporary Indian entity. (BIA, 2009 Aug, p. 26 (14)) 

 

1879  This increasing tourism sparked the sale of Montauk peninsula by the Town Trustees to Arthur Benson In 1879 for development 

as a resort. The remaining Montauk families were 'bought out:' they say lied to. Two houses were moved off Montauk to 

Freetown, the others were burned and all their possessions stolen, according to MARLA PHARAOH'S Autobiography. 

 

1879   Arthur Benson purchased land at Montauk and began to develop a hunting preserve.  He wanted to introduce English style fox 

hunting. He hired Stanford White to design summer cottages for his guest, and contracted with Frederick Law Olmstead for the 

landscaping. Among Benson's guest were Austin Corbin, Jr., Charles Pratt (Standard Oil executive), and A. C. Bedford.  (Rattray, 

1938, p. 58) 

 

1879 Oct 21 Montauk – The Great Indian Reservation to be sold To-morrow.  Eleven Thousand Acres of Land to go Under the Hammer – Its 

Area and Resources – Indian Rights.   (Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1879) 

 

1880  Maps of the 1800s show Indian Fields to the east of Great Pond. The maps record the pushing of the Montauk further eastward 

with each 'land purchase' (usually coerced) into a "reservation" at the tip of the point. Maps after 1880 list only the Montauk 

Development Company on the former Native land, reflecting the final dispersal of the Montauk off their ancestral land to enclaves 

in Freetown (north of East Hampton), Eastville (eastern Sag Harbor), the Shinnecock Reservation, and other areas of Long Island 

and the nation.  
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1880   Tenth US Federal Census 

 
1880  105 Indians list in the US Federal Census for East Hampton 

[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1880  1880 United States Federal Census about NATHANIEL BUNN, Babylon [believed to be Copiague], Suffolk Co., NY.  He was 

born 1823 and is listed in the 1880 US Federal Census as “Indian.”  His spouse is MARY E., and they had nine (9) children listed, 

as well as JOHN and LOTTIE ALTHOUSE.   

1881   The Long Island Railroad began to push its way eastward towards Montauk. 

 

1881   Austin Corbin, Jr.'s first visit to Montauk was the same year he formed the Long Island development Company. 

 

1882  11 Indians living at Montauk… (East Hampton Free Library) 

[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1882   Austin Corbin, Jr. purchased the Long Island Railroad, and began plans to extend it from Bridgehampton to Montauk.  He met 

with Benson and purchased the right-of-way and a small parcel of land on the north end of Fort Pond for a terminal station.  

Corbin paid Benson one hundred thousand dollars for this package. 

 

1882   Arthur Benson asked the former proprietors to place all of the Montauk deeds, accounts and other papers into his custody.  East 

Hampton voted to comply with Benson's request and sent fourteen packets of documents to him. 

 

1882   WYANDANK, who was 19-years old, and SILAS CUFFEE, a Eastville Band of Montauk (Sag Harbor) were involved in a prank 

that got him into trouble with law.  The two young me stole a barrel of whiskey from a white man in East Hampton.  The court 

found them guilty and required them to pay for the whiskey.  CUFFEE was sentenced to jail, however WYANDANK was 

released.  When the judge asked WYANDANK what his business was, he answered "most anything, farming, fishing." 

 

1883   Austin Corbin incorporated the LIRR between Bridgehampton and Montauk under the name of Fort Pond Bay Railroad Company, 

and capitalized it at $5 million dollars.  He went to England to raise more money to establish an international steamship line 

between a port in Wales and Montauk.  He believed that European goods would enter Montauk and be transported to NYC 

markets by his LIRR.  The English investors began to build four steamships.   

 

1883  FERDINAND LEE’S brother, WILLIAM LEE also became the subject of Shinnecock Trustee action against him in 1883 (Indian 

Records Book 4/13/1883). The record is not complete, but he may have sold rights to 50 acres of communally owned woodland to 

non-Indian Benjamin Carpenter. He did not turn the proceeds over to the group (New York General Assembly 2/1/1889, 54). 

Group members did not immediately agree on what should be done. Some wanted the ex-Trustee to turn over the money, while 

others wanted the sale reversed based on Lee’s lack of authority to make the deal (New York General Assembly 2/1/1889, 54). 

http://www.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=6742&enc=1
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Members discussed this ex-Trustee in three meetings in 1883 and 1884, and motions concerning what the group should do were 

made and voted upon. They first moved to demand a report from him, then asked him to turn over money to them, and finally 

decided to proceed with litigation against him.  (BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 69 (61)) 

 

1884   Corbin started lobbying the NYS Assembly in Albany, as well as the US Congress for bills to open a seaport and a customs 

facility at Montauk, register the ships, and establish a permit to carry the US mail to England. 

 

1884   Arthur Benson started his campaign to remove the Montauketts from Indian Fields. 

 

1884   Arthur Benson began to negotiate with individual Indians and not the tribe. 

 

1884   Benson hired Nathaniel Dominy VII of East Hampton to represent him in the negotiations with the Montauketts.  He owed Benson 

a favor for a previous business transaction, and knew that the right-of-way for Austin Corbin's LIRR was going to run through his 

property.  Some of the Montauketts had worked for dominy's family.  Benson authorized Dominy to purchase a $150 parcel of 

land in Freetown, where some Montauketts were living, and offer the plots there to the people still living on Montauk for a token 

fee of $1.  This offer was good only if the Montauketts sold their residence rights to Benson.  Dominy made the purchase and 

began negotiations with Maria Pharaoh and her younger brother, Charles and George Fowler.  Later, Dominy testified that he 

assured all of the Montauketts that selling their share in the residence rights at Montauk did not mean that they could never return 

to Montauk.  He told them that this transaction was no different from the purchase in 1662 when they were given the chance to 

return to Montauk if they wished. 

 

1884 May 3 Thirteen Montauk were reported as living at Indian Fields by the Patchogue Advance newspaper, however MARIA PHARAOH 

testified in court thirty years later that there were thirty Montauketts living at Indian Fields. 

 

1884 May 3 WILLIAM PHARAOH is described as having "the appearance of a native of the forest, and is very affable, and gentlemanly, and 

is called a good seaman." 

 

1885 Apr 7 On April 7, 1885, EVERETT LEE (Capt. Ferdinand Lee’s son), EMMERSON CUFFEE (1859 Trustee Wickham Cuffee’s son), 

and JESSE RYER, were elected Trustees, although their election was memorialized in the Indian Record Book on April 21, 1885. 

At that meeting, they came to agreement on the usual “housekeeping” matters, such as denying Mrs. Adeline Davis help fixing her 

fence, and deciding not to let outside cattle onto the neck for the year. Significantly, “the meeting” also voted that the “Present 

Board of Trustees take legal steps to investigate the business done by last year’s Trustees” but the records do not elaborate on the 

specific business 

they would investigate (Indian Records Book 4/7/1885). A month later the three non-Indian Justices wrote in the book that they 

“freely approve of the renting for the year 1885 by the Trustees of the tribe of Shinnecock Indians of their lands and of their 

seaweed strand according to the resolutions adopted by them and recorded in this book” (5/5/1885). The Justices did not want 

undone the actions of the 1884-85 Trustees.  The threatened suits against the Lees in 1884 demonstrated that the Trustees and the 

members 

acted together to sanction members’ bad behavior. Following the Corbin experience in 1884 and 1885, the Trustees stated clearly 

the terms of agreements and leases in the Indian Records Books.  The group, after consulting an attorney, became more explicit in 
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their contracts to outsiders. For example, the Indian Records Book contains a lengthy 1891 contract (or “Indenture”), leasing 

property to a man from Southampton for three years. The document clearly describes the boundary and includes language that “at 

the expiration of the said above mentioned time or term” the man “agrees to give the said Trustees of Shinnecock Neck peaceable 

possession of the 

above described lands or meadow.” The Trustees signed it, as did the lessor and Town Clerk. In 1892, the New York “Senate and 

Assembly” passed an amendment to the 1792 Shinnecock Act to deal with problems like those involving Cassidy, the Lees, and 

Corbin. Paragraphs of the 1892 Act covered the election of Trustees, the powers of Trustees, and the unlawful use of lands. 

Language also provided that any person who hired or used the lands without the “consent of a majority of the Trustees and of at 

least two of such Justices, obtained and entered into” the Indian Records Book would be penalized $25 “for every acre hired, used 

or occupied” (Laws of New York, Chap 679, 115th Session 1573). For the first time, Shinnecock members would be charged $10 

for such infractions, thus, implying a censure of certain Trustees’ past actions.  (BIA, 2009 Dec 15, pp. 71-72 (62-63)) 

 

1885 Apr 21 Dominy went first to MARIA PHARAOH, since her son would soon become chief.  He reached an agreement with MARIA and 

her brother GEORGE on April 21, 1885 in the Dominy home in East Hampton.  Benson gave the adult individuals a cash payment 

of $100, and Wyandank received $10.  Benson agreed to pay an annual fee of $240.  He divided up the payments, the same way as 

the grazing fees.  MARIA PHARAOH, GEORGE FOWLER, and CHARLES FOWLER each received $80 a year.  MARIA 

testified during the 1909 court hearing that she was still receiving her $80 annuity. 

 

1885 Oct 1 CHARLES FOWLER accepted a similar agreement with Dominy as MARIA PHARAOH. 

 

1885 Sept. 15 WILLIAM PHARAOH drowned in Port Jefferson Harbor.  The coroner suspected "foul play."  

  

1887   Dawes Act designed to end the reservation system and have Indians assimilate into civilized way of life was passed. 

 

1890   Eleventh US Federal Census 

 

1890   Last major battle with the Plains Indians was at Wounded Knee. 

 
1890   In 1890, a local judge ruled that the land was tribal and could not be leased or sold by individual Shinnecocks. 

 

NYS Legislature 

1691 April 2 Interview between the governor of New York and a Sachem of Long island, attended by two of his sons and twenty other Indians.  

“The Sachem, on being introduced, congratulated governor Sloughter in an eloquent manner upon his arrival, and solicited his 

friendship and protection for himself and his people; observing that he had in his own mind fancied his Excellency was a mighty 

tall tree, with wide-spreading branches, and therefore he prayed leave to stoop under the shadow thereof.  Of old (said he) the 

Indians were a great and mighty people, but now they were reduced to a mere handful.  He concluded his visit by presenting the 

governor with thirty fathoms of wampum, which he graciously accepted, and desired the Sachem to visit him again in the 

afternoon.  On taking their leave, the youngest son of the Sachem handed a bundle of brooms to the officer in attendance, saying, 

at the same time, that, ‘as Leisler and his party had left the house very foul, he brought the brooms with him for the purpose of 
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making it clean again.” 

     “In the afternoon the Sachem and his party again visited the Governor, who made a speech to them, and on receiving a few 

presents they departed.”  (Furman, Antiquities of Long Island, 1874, pp. 64-65) 

 

1892 Aug 27 JERRY WRIGHT, a Montaukett of the Freetown band was arrested in East Hampton and fined for "being drunk and disorderly. 

 

1892 Nov. 22 Long Island Indians: A Race Whose Relics are Few, but Interesting.  (William Wallace Tooker’s lecture)  (Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 

1892) 

 

1895 Oct 8 Latest Long Island News: Montauk Indians Dispute the Corbin-Pratt Title – to the East End Tribal Lands [Wyandank Pharaoh]. 

(Special to the Eagle, 1895) 

 

1895 Oct. 20 “Latest Long Island News: The King [Wyandank Pharaoh] of the Montauks on a Visit to Brooklyn”  (Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1895)  

 

1896  A court case was begun by the Montauk In 1896 to regain their land. 

 

1896 Jan. 26 WYANDANK’s Corn Grinder: A Relic of the Montauk Indians Presented to Colonel Sinn.   (Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1896) 

 

1896 May 23 A Montauk Sachem, Who was Probably Eliot’s Indian Teacher.  (Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1896) 

 

1897 Jan. 15 Indians Sue L. R. R.: They want to Recover Land Worth Millions  (Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1897) 

 

1897 June 5 Riverhead, L. I., June 5 – Justice Wilmot M. Smith of the Supreme Court has fixed June 19 at Patchogue as the time and place to 

hear arguments in the demurrer in the suit of the Montauk Indians, through their Chief, King Wyandank Pharaoh, against the Long 

Island Railroad to recover the Peninsula of Montauk, the end of Long Island. (ProQuest Historical Newspapers, 1897)  

1897 June 20 Latest Long Island News: Hearing of the Montauk Indian Case Temporally Interrupted.  Justice Smith the Cause.  (Special to the 

Eagle, 1897) 

 

1897 Dec. 22 “Montauk Indians Appeal From Judge Maddox’s Decision: In Sustaining a Demurrer.  King Pharaoh Determined to Test His 

Tribe’s Rights to the Long Island Railroad Property at Montauk.”   (Special to the Eagle, 1897) 

 

1898 Feb 15 Shinnecock Presbyterian – Letter to the Editor – Finances of the church.  (Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1898) 

 

1898 Dec 31 PAUL WARD, chief of the Poosepatuck was buried Dec. 30, 1898.  He had been chief of the tribe for some years.  He was about 

sixty-seven years old and for many years had lived with Squire Osborn of East Moriches. 

 

1899 July 7 Bay Shore, L. I., NY – Four Witnesses held by Coroner Bennett [Native & Black persons mentioned in article] 

John Bunn (b. 1864 – murdered – son of Jacob Bunn (b. 1830) and Lidia (Lydia) Green (b. 1846) 

Richard Johnson                                           Frank Thompson                                     Mary Bunn (mar. to Ira Bunn) 

Joseph Williams                                           Estelle Williams                                      Ira Bunn (mar. to Mary Bunn) 
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Florence Smith                                             Fannie Bunce                                          Isaac M. Jones (b. 1874) 

George L. Green (b. 1867)                           Celia Hallock  [could be mar. to Philip Hallock] 

Sarah Lewis (b. 1846)                                  Shepard Rhodes                                       William Lewis (mar. to Sarah Lewis) 

Leonard Lynch                                            Joseph Tredwell                                        Eliza Johnson 

 

The article mentions Snedekerville, a minority community made up of 35 – 40 shanties north of the railroad tracks, and the 

property was owned by Eliphalet Snedeker.     (Special to the Eagle, 1899) 

 

1900   Twelfth US Federal Census 

 
1900  80 Indians listed in the Sag Harbor, East Hampton, and Southold for the US Federal Census. 

[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1900  Johnson vs Long Island Railroad [162 NY 462 – 1900] 

 

1900 Sept 22 Senate Sub-Committee meets in NYC – Montauks testimony – [SBW has hearing copy found at US Library of Congress] 

1900 Sept. 23 Long Island Indians Appeal to Congress: State Their Grievances to a Sub-Committee of the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs.   

(Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1900) 

 

1901  The Federal Government in 1901 included individual descendants of the historical Brothertown tribe of 1839, and ancestors of the 

current petitioning group, on a list of people eligible to receive a portion of the Brothertown share of a claims award made to the 

New York Indians. It later made payments to those individuals. Contrary to the petitioner’s assertion, the receipt of claims award 

payments by Brothertown individuals does not constitute “proof” of the identification by the Federal Government of a 

Brothertown Indian entity at that time (BIN 2005, 6-7, 28; see also BIN 1996, 97). In creating payment rolls, the Government 

identified individual descendants of historical tribes. It identified historical tribes for this purpose, but not contemporary ones. The 

Office of Indian Affairs stated the claims roll would consist of “persons” who could show “they are actually of Brothertown blood 

and parentage” (U.S. Commissioner of Indian Affairs 9/11/1901). The individual, rather than tribal, character of this process was 

affirmed by an auditor of the Treasury Department who referred to “the individual beneficiaries” of the award and by the Court of 

Claims ruling that the enrollment of the beneficiaries of the award was of “individuals and not of tribes or nations” (Timme 

4/18/1904; U.S. Court of Claims 6/13/1906). (BIA, 2009 Aug, p. 27 (15)) 

 

1901  A 1901 article in the New York Times noted a dispute between two lawyers about which descendants of the Brothertown were 

legitimate beneficiaries of the award to the New York Indians. An attorney from Massachusetts claimed to represent Brothertown 

claimants living in Kansas, while the claims attorney from New York disparaged the other lawyer’s clients as the “so-called 

Brothertowns of New England” (New York Times 1/5/1901; BIN 2008, 1). Neither attorney identified a contemporary Indian entity 

in Wisconsin. A credulous article in the local Chilton Times in 1902 about “decadent Indians” electing a “white chief” identified a 

contemporary “Brothertown Indian Nation” and stated “members of the tribe live mainly in this [Calumet] county” (Chilton Times 

4/27/1902; BIN 2005, 7). (BIA, 2009 Aug, p. 28 (16)) 
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1901 Dec. 23 “Cuffee Not Hooded and his Will Proved: through a believer in the Strange Cult the Old Indian (AARON H. CUFFEE) Knew 

What He Was Doing”      (Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1901) 

 

 

1902 June 6 Fair Montauk Maiden Favors Low Caste Lover: SOPHRONIA CUFFEE, the Belle of Eastville and a Descendant of PAUL 

CUFFEE, Abducted: Warrant for Emmett Crippen.    (Special to the Eagle, 1902) 

 

1902 Sept. 1 A Descendant of Paul Cuffee: Sag Harbor, L. I. – Mrs LOUISA CUFFEE, daughter of a Shinnecock Indian squaw celebrated 

Thursday the eighty-third (83) anniversary of her birth.  Her father was a native of France.  She was born in New York City in 

1819.   She married JASON CUFFEE, a descendant of PAUL CUFFEE.   (Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1902) 

 

1903  In 1903, that newspaper reprinted an article that reported the local congressman had appeared before the Department of the 

Interior on behalf of the “Brothertown descendants” of the original 360 members of the tribe in 1838 (Chilton Times 4/11/1903). 

This statement did not identify a contemporary Indian entity, but the article’s claim there were about 500 “members of the 

Brothertown Indians” referred to an existing Indian group. (BIA, 2009 Aug, p. 28 (16)) 

 

1905 1949 BIA -- The Brothertown petitioner has not demonstrated that any single leader or body of leaders exercised political authority or 

maintained a bilateral political relationship with the Brothertown descendants between 1905 and 1949. The examples included in 

the record also do not identify any informal leaders, such as clergy, who advocated on behalf of group members. The evidence in 

the record does not identify any individuals or groups of individuals recognized as authorities by the larger group of Brothertown 

descendants.  The evidence presented for this time period shows two different non-Brothertown Indian leaders (Wild Pigeon of the 

Montauks and Laura Kellogg of the Oneida) motivating individual descendants to contribute information or money to their causes, 

but does not include any evidence of these individuals or any local Brothertown members advocating for the welfare of a group of 

specifically Brothertown descendants. The petition includes little to no information indicating that any Wisconsin Brothertowns 

had any influence over those descendants in Minnesota, or vice-versa. (BIA, 2009 Aug, p. 103 (90)) 

 

1906 May “In 1906 the legislature of New York past an act to enable the Montauk tribe of Indians in that State to maintain suits to 

establish their rights to certain land situated at the extreme eastern end of Long Island. The act provided that no such action should 

be begun unless the consent, in writing, of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs were filed in the office of the clerk of the county in 

which the venue of such action is laid; and three weeks' previous notice of the time and place of the application for consent must 

be given by publication in a newspaper of Suffolk County, N. Y. 

    On the 17th of last May Charles G. Maas notified the Office that, us counsel for the Montauk Indians, he purposed to bring an 

action to establish their rights to certain easements which he believed they had in respect to certain lands, and in order that he 

might publish the notice required by the act he desired the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to fix a time and place of hearing. He 

was notified that a hearing would be given in this Office on June 29 at 2 o'clock. At the time set due proof by affidavit of the 

publication of the notice and a copy of the complaint were filed with the Commissioner. As no one appeared in opposition to the 

application, after hearing counsel for the Indians consent was given to the tribe to bring an action in the supreme court of New 

York, in the county of Suffolk, against Jane Ann Benson, Mary Benson, Frank Sherman Benson as executor of the estate of Arthur 

W. Benson, deceased; Frank Sherman Benson, the Montauk Company, the Montauk Dock and Improvement Company, Alfred W. 
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Hoyt. the Montauk Extension Railroad Company, and the Long Island Railroad Company for the relief set out in the complaint, 

together with costs and disbursements.   

On the same date, but after the consent had been granted, a letter was received from Messrs. Daly, Hoyt & Mason, attorneys at 

law, pf New York City, saying that they represented the defendants in this case and regretted that professional engagements had 

made it impossible for them to be present on the date fixt for the application. They claimed on behalf of their clients that no valid 

cause of action existed against them in favor of the Montauk Indians, but asked that their absence from the hearing be not 

construed as assent on their part to the initiation of any action or to the granting of the consent required by the law, and that the 

action taken at the time of the application be without prejudice to the rights of their clients. They desired to have it on record that 

they reserved all rights which they might have in the premises.”  (Affairs, 1902, p. 158)  

 

1910   Thirteenth US Federal Census 

 
1910  69 Indians listed in the Sag Harbor, East Hampton, and Southold for the US Federal Census. 

[NOTE: This figure did not take into account that the Montauks ruled all of Long Island and there were many tribal members 

outside the Eastern end of the Island.] 

 

1910 1930 Another type of evidence the petitioner presents for the period from the 1910s to 1930s is correspondence received by 

Brothertown individuals from Indians in New York. The petitioner refers to correspondence with Montauk Indians of Long Island 

in the years 1919 to 1921, without citing specific documents (BIN 2008, 14). This claim appears to refer to a series of letters from 

CHIEF WILD PIGEON, the Sachem of the Montauk, to M.F. [Marcia F.] Johnson of Malone, Wisconsin, in 1919 and 1920 (Wild 

Pigeon 4/20/1919, 4/29/1919, 8/6/1919, 4/6/1920, 4/15/1920). These letters were addressed to Johnson as an individual and 

concerned her claims 

to Montauk membership. Wild Pigeon’s interest was only with those Brothertown Indians of “Montauk blood” who could provide 

genealogical evidence “through your Montauk side” (Wild Pigeon 4/29/1919, 8/6/1919). He recruited Brothertowns with Montauk 

ancestry to be Montauk members, and a list attached to one of his letters suggested some had contributed to litigation by the 

Montauk as early as 1906. Wild Pigeon referred to “our Brothertown Montauks” (Wild Pigeon 4/29/1919) and revealed his interest 

in finding the “Brothertown Branch of the Montauks” (Wild Pigeon 4/6/1920). This body of correspondence indicated an 

awareness of the 

existence of Brothertown Indians in Wisconsin but did not identify a Brothertown Indian entity. (BIA, 2009 Aug, p. 29 (17)) 

 

1914 October 14 (164 App. Div. 51) PHARAOH v. BENSON et al. 

(Supreme Court, Appellate Division, Second Department. October 16, 1914.) 

1. INDIANS (§ 27*)—ACTIONS—RIGHT OF INDIAN OK TRIBE TO SUE. 

In the absence of express statutory authority therefor, no action will lie in the courts of this state in the name of any tribe of 

Indians, nor in the oame of any member of such tribe, in behalf of himself and all others similarly situated. 
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[Ed. Note.—For other cases, see Indians, Cent. Dig. §§ 19, 20; Dec. Dig. « 27."] 

2. INDIANS (§ 27*)—ACTIONS—BUBDEN OF PROOF—STATUTORY PROVISIONS. 

Under Laws 1900, c. 177, authorizing the Moutauk Tribe of Indians, In the name of its chief or head, to commence and prosecute 

actions to establish the right and title of such tribe to any property, but further providing that nothing therein contained shall be 

held to confer tribal rights or relations upon any individual, and that the question as to the existence of such tribe shall be a 

question of law and fact to be determined by the court, in an action so brought, the burden of proof rested upon plaintiff to 

establish that at the time of the commencement thereof such tribe of Indians still maintained a tribal existence and that plaintiff 

was its chief or head. 

[Ed. Note.—For other cases, see Indians, Cent. Dig. §§ 19, 20; Dec. Dig. $ 27.*] 

3. INDIANS (| 27*)—ACTIONS — SUFFICIENCY or EVIDENCE — EXISTENCE OF TRIBE. 

In an action to determine the rights of a tribe of Indians in certain land, evidence that since 1SS5 the two or three families living 

upon the lands and claiming to be the descendants of the original Indians of that tribe were not living in tribal relations, and never 

exercised any political or civil rights as a separate nation or tribe, and rarely met together as a community, and then not for the 

purpose of any distinctive tribal action, that the men earned their living as day laborers and the women by general housework, and 

that they hud adopted the habits and customs of civilized life and become members of a civilized community, with nothing in their 

usages, manner of living, daily habits, or family life distinguishing them from the general population, supported a finding that such 

tribe had disintegrated and been absorbed into the muss of citizens, and that at the time of the commencement of the action in 

190(1 there was no mich tribe of Indians. 

[Ed. Note.—For other cases, see Indians, Cent Dig. §§ 19, 20; Dec. Dig. § 27.*] 

4. INDIANS (§ 10*)—LANDS—EXTINGUISHMENT OF RIGHTS or OCCUPANCY BY ABANDONMENT. 

The Indian right of occupation in lands patented subject to such right, whether in the nature of an easement in gross, a license, or a 

right sui generis, unrelated to any tenure known to the common law, was so far analogous to an easement that cessation of use, 

accompanied by acts clearly indicating an intention to abandon such use, constituted an abandonment of the right in like manner as 

a release executed by one compe… 

•For other cases .see same topic & s NUMBER in Dec. & Am. Digs. 1907 to date, & Rep'r Indexes tent to execute it; and hence, 

where the owner of the land subject to such rights procured releases from the Indians, who thereupon voluntarily removed from 

the land and abandoned it, the right of occupation was extinguished, whether or not such releases, treated as conveyances of an 

interest in land, were void under the federal and state Constitutions and laws. 
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[Ed. Note.—For other cases, see Indians, Cent. Dig. §§ 25, 29, 46; Dec. Dig. § 10.*] 

 

5. INDIANS fg 20*)—EXISTENCE OF TRIBE—ESTOPPEL TO DENY. 

A judgment in a suit to partition land, which had been patented subject to the Indian rights of occupancy, directing a sale of 

such land subject to the rights and privileges of a tribe of Indians, merely prevented the purchaser from refusing to complete his 

purchase if any such right existed, and did not estop the purchaser from questioning the existence and extent of such right as 

against the tribe, who was not a party to the action and the extent of whose rights were not adjudicated. 

 

[Ed. Note.—For other cases, see Indians, Cent. Dig. § 53; Dec. Dig. 5 20.*] 

Appeal from Special Term, Suffolk County. 

 

Action by Wyandank Pharaoh, as Chief and Head of the Montauk Tribe of Indians, against Jane Ann Benson and another, as 

executrices of Arthur W. Benson, and others. From a judgment for defendants (69 Misc. Rep. 241. 126 N. Y. Supp. 1035), plaintiff 

appeals upon questions of law and upon the facts. Affirmed. 

Argued before TENKS, P. J., and BURR, RICH, STAPLETON, and PUTNAM, JJ. 

 

Allen Caruthers, of New York City, for appellant. 

 

Charles K. Carpenter, of New York City ("Alexander T. Mason and George C. Austin, both of New York City, on the brief), for 

respondents. 

 

BURR, J. [1] This action was commenced in 1906 by Wyandank Pharaoh, as chief and head of the Montauk Tribe of Indians, to 

determine the rights of such tribe in a tract of about 4,200 acres of land situated at Montauk Point, on the easterly end of Long 

Island, known as Indian Field. In the absence of express statutory authority therefor, no action will lie in the courts of this state in 

the name of any tribe of Indians, nor in the name of any Indian, a member of such tribe, suing in behalf of himself and all others 

similarly situated. Montauk Tribe of Indians v. Long Island Railroad Co., 28 App. Div. 470, 51 N. Y. Supp. 142; Johnson v. Long 

Island R. R. Co., 162 N. Y. 462. 56 N. E. 992. 

 

[2] The only enabling act permitting such an action was passed in April, 1906 (Laws 1906.-c. 177. The title of such act is: 

''An act to enable the Montauk Tribe of Indians in the name of their chief or head to maintain actions in the courts of this state to 

establish and enforce their rights in and to certain real and personal property." 

The enacting clause authorized and empowered the Montauk Tribe of Indians, in the name of its chief or head, to— 

"commence, maintain and prosecute in the courts of this state, any action or actions, proceeding or proceedings, nt law or in 

equity, against any person or 

 

•For other cases see same topic £ § NU.MBKR in Dec. & Am. Digs. 1907 to date, & Re~'r Indexes 

persons, corporation or corporations, whatsoever, to establish the right, title and interest of the said Montauk Tribe of Indians in 

and to any property, real or personal, or to any easements in such real property." 

 

It is apparent, therefore, that to maintain this action the burden of' proof rested upon plaintiff to establish that at the time of the 
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commencement thereof the Montauk Tribe of Indians still maintained a tribal existence, and that Wyandank Pharaoh was the chief 

or head thereof. To guard against the contention that such act might be equivalent to a legislative recognition of the existence of 

such facts, the act further provided: 

 

"Sec. 3. Nothing In this act contained shall be held to confer tribal rights, or relations upon any individual or individuals and the 

question as to the existence of the Montauk Tribe of Indians shall be a question of law aud fact to be determined by the court." 

In each respect plaintiff has failed. The learned court at Special Term has found, upon evidence which abundantly sustains such 

finding, that long before the commencement of this action, and not later than 1885, "the Montauk Tribe of Indians has 

disintegrated and been absorbed into the mass of citizens, and that at the time of the commencement of this action there was no 

tribe of Montauk Indians," and refused to find, as requested by plaintiff, that Wyandank Pharaoh is now "recognized and is 

generally recognized by the said Indians as their chief or head." 

 

[3] The evidence establishes that since 1885 the two or three families then living upon Indian Field, and claiming to be 

descendants of the original Montauk Indians, although the purity of blood was greatly impaired by miscegenation, particularly 

with the negro race, were not living in tribal relations, that they never exercised any political or civil rights as a separate nation or 

tribe, and that in that period they rarely met together as a community, and then not for the purpose of any distinctive tribal action. 

The evidence establishes that the men earned their living as day laborers, and the women by general housework. There is an entire 

absence of evidence of a distinct Indian tribal life, government, or customs; but, on the contrary, it clearly appears that they have 

adopted the habits and customs of civilized life, and become members of a civilized community, with nothing in their usages, 

manner of living, daily habits, and family life which distinguishes them from the general population. 

 

[4, 5] In 1878. an action was commenced by Robert M. Grinnell against Edward M. Baker and others, who were the successors 

in interest of the original patentees of Indian Field, subject to the Indian rights of occupancy, for a partition and division thereof. In 

1879, judgment was entered in said action, directing a sale of said land "subject to the rights and privileges of the Montauk Tribe 

of Indians." At the sale held under said judgment in October of that year, Arthur W. Benson became the purchaser, subject as 

aforesaid, of the entire tract. Thereafter, and about 1885, he opened negotiations with the few Indians then remaining upon Indian 

Field, which resulted prior to 1887 in all of them voluntarily removing therefrom and abandoning the same. In connection 

therewith, he obtained at that time, or subsequently thereto, from each individual so removing, a conveyance of any rights which 

he might have in said land. The complaint alleges that such conveyances were obtained ''by fraud and by undue influence." The 

court at Special Term has found: 

"That each aud all of the releases and instruments * * * werd voluntarily executed and delivered by the said Indian grantors thereof 

in pood faith and for good and valuable considerations, and were not obtained by any fraud, undue influence, or duress." 

 

The evidence establishes that, not only was no fraud practiced by Arthur W. Benson or his successors in interest, nor any 

misrepresentation made by any one authorized to represent him or them, but, on the contrary, that the grantors therein were treated 

with great fairness, if not generosity, in connection therewith. In each instance other land was conveyed to them, near to the village 

of East Hampton, where a better opportunity is afforded them of earning a livelihood, accompanied by cash payments, either of a 

lump sum or an annuity. We are convinced that the present condition of the grantors in the deeds to Benson is far better than if 

they were allowed to return to their former dwelling place in Indian Field. 
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We do not deem it necessary to determine whether, treated as conveyances of an interest in land, these instruments are within the 

prohibition of the federal Constitution and statutes, the state Constitution, and the Penal Law. Const. U. S. art. 1, § 8. subd. 3; Rev. 

St. U. S. § 2116; Const. N. Y. art. 1, § 15; Penal Law (Consol. Laws, c. 40 [Laws 1909, c. 88]) § 2030. If we concede for the sake 

of the argument that such is the fact, the Indian right of occupation could certainly be lost by abandonment, and this whether such 

right was in the nature of an easement in gross, a license, or was "sui generis," and unrelated to any tenure known to the English 

common law. Such abandonment took place voluntarily, and was complete by the year 1887. We think that this right was so far 

analogous to an easement that cessation of use, accompanied by acts clearly indicating an intention to abandon such use, would be 

operative, without reference to the time of cessation, in like manner as a release executed by one competent to execute the same. 

Welsh v. Taylor, 134 N. Y. 450-455, 31 N. E. 896, 18 L. R. A. 535. 

 

We agree, also, with the learned court at Special Term, that the fact that the judgment in Grinnell v Baker, under which Benson 

bought, contained a provision to the effect that the property be sold "subject to the rights and privileges of the Montauk Tribe of 

Indians," and that the deed to him contained a similar clause, did not create an estoppel cither by judgment or "in pais." The 

Montauk Tribe of Indians was not a party to said action, and there was no adjudication as to the extent of their rights, if any. Its 

only effect was to prevent the purchaser at the sale from refusing to complete his purchase, if any such right did exist. It left him 

entirely free to question both the existence and the extent thereof. 

The judgment should be affirmed, without costs. All concur.  (The New York Supplemelnt, 1915, pp. 438-440) 

  

1917  It continued until 1917 and bankrupted them. Judge Abel Blackmar declared to more than 20 Montauk In the courtroom and scores 

waiting outside that the tribe had ceased to exist and that they had therefore lost their claim to the reservation. 

 

1919  Brothertown’s The Montauk Claim  - The petition record contains five letters written by “Chief Wild Pigeon” (nee James Waters), 

a leader of the Montauk Indians in New York to Mrs. M.F. Johnson (probably Marcia Fowler Johnson). The letters were written in 

1919 and 1920, but they reference an event which occurred in 1906. According to these letters, a number of Brothertown 

descendants of Montauk ancestry had communicated with the Montauks still remaining in New York, and had actually enrolled in 

the group. It is not clear whether these people actually traveled to Brothertown or communicated by mail, but he included a 

statement from the wife of previous Montauk chief Nathan Cuffee regarding the Brothertown descendants and their actions in 

1906:  

 

After your letter, I placed the matter before Nathan’s wife. I quote from her letter of May 15, 1919. “As to the Brothertown matter, 

there are or were about 16 who claimed Montauk blood. They did pay $15 a head as I remember the time very well. Nathan stood 

firmly against admitting them for so little while others were paying so much, but the council voted to admit them. Whether they 

have paid any since to help the litigation I do not know. But they did prove their Montauk blood.” (Wild Pigeon 4/6/1920, 1) 

 

“WILD PIGEON” also included a list of 78 Brothertown descendants,98 entitled “Enrolled in 1906”; however the statement by the 

WIFE OF NATHAN CUFFEE indicates that a much smaller number of Brothertown descendants actually enrolled at that time. 

The list is divided into two parts (18 names in the first section, 60 in the second), and the initial 18 names (three of which were 

identified as “deceased”) appear to be the people who enrolled in 1906.99 The second 60 (including one duplicated name and 10 

noted as “deceased”) enrolled later, possibly through the correspondence sent by MF Johnson. This is indicated by the fact that 

several of the people named on the second part of the list were not born until after 1906. There is no indication that the 
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Brothertown descendants and the Montauks ever met in person, and both enrollments may have been conducted strictly by mail. 

One of the letters indicates that there was a suggestion to send a Brothertown delegate to New York to meet with the Montauks, 

but “Wild Pigeon” appears to have discouraged the Wisconsin group from undertaking this expense (Wild Pigeon 8/6/1919, 1). 

There is no information in the record describing the reaction of any of the other Brothertown descendants to the actions of those 

Brothertowns who enrolled with the Montauks. 

 

The correspondence between “Wild Pigeon” and M.F. Johnson indicated that a man named REV. EUGENE A. JOHNSON visited 

or otherwise communicated with the Brothertown descendants in Wisconsin and made them aware of their Montauk connections 

(Wild Pigeon 4/29/1919, 1-2). Eugene Johnson was a member of the Montauks, a Presbyterian minister credited with starting “. . . 

the movement to restore their rights to the Montauks” (New York Times 9/23/1900, 15). In 1900, Johnson was one of four 

Montauks who testified before the Senate subcommittee on Indian Affairs regarding the Montauk’s claims to land on Long Island. 

However, according to “Wild Pigeon,” Johnson had not been involved legitimately in Montauk affairs for many years, and had left 

the east coast for unknown parts somewhere “out west.” There is no information in the petition documents describing how Rev. 

Johnson may have contacted the Brothertown descendants.  

 

… Outside of these letters, there is no other information in the record regarding any further communication between the Montauks 

in New York and the Brothertowns in Wisconsin. There is no information in the record describing why communication between 

the Montauks and the Brothertowns ended, or if those who enrolled in 1906 or in 1919-20 remained involved in the affairs of the 

Montauk.  (BIA, 2009 Aug, pp. 100-101 (87-88)) 

 

1919 Apr 20 Wild Pigeon. Sachem of the Montauk Letter to M.F. Johnson [Brothertown Indian] (BIA, 2009 Aug, p. 292 [bibl 27]) 
1919 Apr 29 Wild Pigeon. Sachem of the Montauk Letter to M.F. Johnson [Brothertown Indian] (BIA, 2009 Aug, p. 292 [bibl 27]) 
1919 Aug 6 Wild Pigeon. Sachem of the Montauk Letter to M.F. Johnson [Brothertown Indian] (BIA, 2009 Aug, p. 292 [bibl 27]) 
1920 Apr 6 Wild Pigeon. Sachem of the Montauk Letter to My Friend [M.F. Johnson]. [Brothertown Indian] (BIA, 2009 Aug, p. 

292 [bibl 27]) 
1920 Apr 15 Wild Pigeon. Sachem of the Montauk Letter to My Friend [M.F. Johnson]. [Brothertown Indian] (BIA, 2009 Aug, p. 

292 [bibl 27]) 
1920s  “No other identity has ever been claimed by them, except in the 1920s when some individuals participated in “Montauk” land 

claims. However, at the same time those individuals joined Montauk claims, the same individuals continued to assert their 

Shinnecock identity in other situations.” (BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 40 (31)) 

 
1922  In 1922, a New York Supreme Court decision was made in the Shinnecock Tribe of Indians v.William W. Hubbard case. It found 

that “the defendant wrongfully and unlawfully entered upon” Shinnecock land and “removed 1290 cubic yards of loam” (Suffolk 

County Supreme Court 12/27/1922). The Shinnecock received $685 dollars in costs and damages. The Findings of Fact for the 

case explained, “Early in 1917 the defendant asked Charles Bunn who was then a Trustee of plaintiff if plaintiff would sell loam 

from said tract for road purposes; that a tribe meeting was called about that time which voted not to sell any soil and no subsequent 

meeting has voted to sell any. The Trustees before taking any action seek authority from the Tribe at a Tribe Meeting. (Suffolk 

County Supreme Court. 12/27/1922)  (BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 73 (65)) 
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1930   Fourteen US Federal Census 

 
1931 Nov. 11 Amityville, L. I. – By Mrs. V. L. Jackson – MRS. VANITA COLLIMORE of Banbury Court was the guest of MRS. 

BEATRICE HINDS of Manhattan on Monday. 

 

FERDINAND DEVINE, scoutmaster of the Boy Scouts, was operated on for appendicitis on last Sunday.  He is Much improved. 

 

BERTHA FOWLER won the second prize in the baby show given at Babylon on Friday evening.  Others from Amityville who 

attended the show were MRS. GERALDINE HUNTER and daughter, ROBERTA; MISS OTTIS TRAVIS and MR.  and MRS. H. 

(Herbert) TRAVIS. 

 

The I. C. A. Club met at the home of MR. and MRS. JOHN STEELE on last Tuesday. 

 

EDWARD RAINEY of Banbury Court left for the South, where he will spend the winter months. 

 

MRS. ELOISE BURNETTE and daughter of Jamaica; were the guest of MR. and MRS. H. A. JACKSON on Thursday. 

 

MISS SARA N. COVIN motored to Baltimore for the past week-end. 

 

MRS. MARY L. MILLER of Sprague Avenue has returned home after a visit of many weeks in Manhattan. 

 

ROBERT AUSTIN and HASKELL RUFF of Manhattan made a surprise visit to their old school friends, MR. and MRS. H. A. 

JACKSON of Banbury court, on Sunday afternoon. 

 

MR. and MRS. G. WASHINGTON of Manhattan visited their children on Sunday at the home of MRS. MARY L. BOYD. 

 

MR. and MRS. SHERMAN GRAVES of Albany avenue entertained on Monday evening with a party.  Their guests were MISSES 

MARIA DENKINS, SARA COVIN and OTIS TRAVIS; also T. COLEMAN, C. BREWSTER, EDWARD RAINEY, VERNON 

HICKS, MR. and MRS. CECIL BRATHWAITE and MR. and MRS. HARLEE WILLIAMS. 

 

MR. and MRS. C. L. TYLER, 2 Banbury Court, has as their guests Sunday MR. TYLER’S brother-in-law and sister.  MR. and 

MRS. WALTER MODWELL, WILLIAM M. TYLER and FRANK COLHAM, all of Philadelphia. (Jackson, p. 18) 

 

1932 March 25 Although the Shinnecock Indian Reservation at Southampton is owned by the State of New York, a house on reservation lands 

owned by a person against whom a judgment has been obtained is subject to levy and sale to satisfy the judgment, according to an 

opinion given Sheriff Joseph P Warin by Attorney General john J. Bennett, Jr.  The opinion was sought in order to straighten out 

the legal tangle resulting from a judgment secured against ROBERT BESS, owner of a house on the reservation, for $310.67 for 



HISTORY TIMELINE 

72 

 

                                                 
2
 1932 Mar 25 – Page 9 – Suffolk County news 

luber furnished by Elbert A. Smith, of Riverhead.
2
 

 

1932 July 20 Amityville, L. I. – By Virginia Jackson – MRS. MARGARET MURPHY and mother of Manhattan were guests of Mrs. 

GERALDINE HUNTER, Albany Avenue, on last Tuesday. 

 

The Independent community Aid Club met at the home of MR. and MRS. DAVID FOWLER, Hunter Court, last Tuesday. 

 

MRS. HANNAH DEVINE of Devine Place, who has been confined to her bed for the past week, is able to be out again. 

 

MRS. LENA PALEMAN, who was operated on at Brunswick Hospital on Friday, is reported to be in a serious condition. 

 

MRS. SALLY BEAN of Brooklyn was the week-end guest of M. T. PAYNE. 

 

HORACE TAYLOR of Manhattan is visiting his brother-in-law and sister, MR and MRS GEORGE JACKSON of Banbury Court. 

 

JAMES ALLEN of 27 Park Place was struck by an automobile Thursday on Albany Avenue, sustaining minor injuries. 

 

WILLINGTON DEVINE is convalescing at home from injuries sustained in an automobile accident last Wednesday.  He was 

confined at the Brunswick Hospital for a week. [SBW NOTE: should be Wellington Devine] 

 

MR. and MRS. JACOB JACKSON, Albany Avenue entertained at their wedding reception on Sunday afternoon and evening.   

Among the guest present were MR. and MRS. GEORGE HARDY, Asbury Park, MADAMES GERALDINE HUNTER, ANNA 

PETERSON, E. SCARBOROUGH, LILLIAN JACKSON and MARY THOROUGHHOOD; MISS GRACE BREWSTER, M. T. 

PAYNE and the REV. A. A. AMOS. 

 

MRS. M. SLATER of Smith Street is seriously ill at her home. 

 

MRS. MARION TRAVIS died at her home, 47 Sprague Avenue, Saturday.  The deceased is survived by a husband, HERBERT; 

mother, MRS. MARY (L.) MILLER.  Mrs. Travis, who was 23 years old, was born here.  Funeral services were held yesterday at 

bethel A. M. E. Church, with the REV. A. A. AMOS officiating.  Interment at Amityville Cemetery.   

[SBW NOTE: Mrs. Mary L. Miller’s maiden name was Scurlock.]  (Jackson, p. 10) 

 

1932 Nov. 16 Amityville, L. I. – By Virginia Jackson – The REV. A. JOHNSON, a native of South Africa, addressed the Bethel A. M. E. 

Sunday School on Sunday afternoon.  JAMES BOYD, organist for the Junior Choir, joined the church. 

 

MR. and MRS. FOSSIE JARRELLS and baby son, also MR. and MRS. F. ALEXANDER, MR. and MRS. CHARLIE ALLEN, all 

of Rockaway Beach, visited MR. and MRS. GEORGE JACKSON, 14 Banbury Court, on Sunday. 
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MRS. NETTIE HIRSHMAN died at her home last Monday evening.  Funeral services were held at Powell’s parlor on Thursday. 

 

MESDAMES GEORGE DEVINE and AUGUSTA BREWSTER are both confined to their home on account of illness. 

 

1933 Feb. 22 Amityville, L. I. – By Virginia Jackson – The Independent Community Aid Club met at the home of MRS. ALMA BRYANT, 

Bayview Avenue on last Tuesday. 

 

Allen’s Day was observed on Monday at Bethel A. M. E. Church.  The REV. A. W. PIERCE delivered the address.  

 

Stewardess board No. 2 met at the home of MRS. MARTHA MILLER, Great Neck Road, on last Tuesday. 

 

A musical program was given at bethel a. M. E. Church by the Board on last Tuesday.  MRS. HANNAH HUNTER was in charge 

of the entertainment. 

MRS MARY CLARK of Smith Street, who has been confined to her bed for the past two weeks, is improving.  MRS. JENNIE 

MILLER, who was severely burned, last week, is in Brunswick Hospital in a serious condition. 

 

The Missionary Society was entertained on last Wednesday at the residence of MRS. GEORGE FOWLER, Albany Avenue.  

MRS. ETHEL JACKSON is president of the society. 

 

MRS. AUDREY FOWLER is visiting her sister, MRS. FANNIE FORREST, in Westbury. 

 

MRS. CONSTANCE TYLER gave a birthday party in honor of little BETTY TYLER of Banbury Court on Sunday.  Among the 

children present were HELEN and PATRICA MARTIN, JEANE WOOD and ISABELLA TYLER of Freeport.  

(Jackson, p. 11) 

 

1933 March 1 Amityville, L. I. – By Virginia L. Jackson – The Women’s Auxiliary met at the home of MRS. BERTHA ALLEN, Park Place, 

last Wednesday.  SAMUEL TAYLOR, district leader of N. A. R. & s. club was Guest speaker.   

 

A Steward Rally was given at Bethel Church on Sunday, under the auspices of Steward Board.  M. J. P. JACKSON, chairman, 

presented a musical and dramatic program. 

 

MRS. LILLIAM MOORE underwent an operation at the Brunswick hospital on last Wednesday.  MRS. IRENE STEELE is also 

ill at the Brunswick. 

 

The Bethel Church Fair Committee met at the home of its president, MRS. HANNAH DEVINE, Albany Avenue, on Wednesday. 

 

A food sale was given at the home of MRS. MARTHA COSTOR, Albany avenue, on Thursday.  The hosts and hostesses for the 

evening were members of the Senior I. C. A. Club. 

 

MRS. ODESA WOODS and her sister MISS DOROTHY DAVIS, have left the city to visit a brother who is ill in Norfolk. 
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(Jackson, p. 11) 

 

1933 March 22 Amityville, L. I. – By Virginia L. Jackson –  

 

1933 July 26 Amityville, L. I. – By Virginia Jackson – MESDAMES ROBERT FITZGERALD and GRACE FOWLER BOYD of Atlantic 

City are visiting A. FOWLER of Dixon Avenue.  On last Tuesday evening a card party was given at the Green Turtle Tea Room 

in honor of the two visitors.   

MISS BETTY JAMES of Halifax, Va., was married to PHILIP JONES of Philadelphia, during the past week, by CLAUDE 

LOPSLEY, justice of the peace.  The marriage was witnessed by MRS. MATHA BRYANT of Florial Park, and PAUL JONES, 

the groom’s brother, of Hempstead.  After lunching at the Green Turtle Tea Room, the newlyweds left for Philadelphia. 

 

The Women’s Auxiliary met at the home of MRS. MARY R. BOYD on last Wednesday evening. 

 

A fashion show and lawn party was given at the home of MR. and MRS. JAMES JACKSON of Albany Avenue on last 

Wednesday evening, under the auspices of the Junior Missionary Society. 

 

MISS BERNICE PAYNE of Brooklyn is spending the summer with her father, M. Payne of Albany Avenue. 

 

C. TYLER, 2 Banbury Court, is in the Brunswick hospital as the result of a stroke suffered while picking black berries last 

Wednesday. 

 

ELLSWORTH H. COLLINS of Broadway is suffering from a broken arm as the result of a fall on an elevator. 

 

MR. and MRS. CECIL BRAITHWAITE visited friends in Manhattan last Monday and Tuesday. 

 

Holy Trinity Baptist Church Sunday School entertained a host of friends, parents and members at its annual outing at Heckscher 

Park on Thursday.  (Jackson, p. 14) 

 

 

1933 Sept. 6 Dentist Ready for Amityville Practice – DR. SEGINALD CHANTRELLE, surgeon dentist, has opened his office for the general 

practice of dentistry at Albany Avenue and Reed Place, Amityville. 

 

Dr. Chantrelle, a 1932 graduate of Howard University, is a product of the New York educational system, having been graduated 

from DeWitt Clinton High School in 1924 and having attended City College preparatory to entering Howard University.  

 (Jackson, p. 11) 

 

1933 Sept. 27 Amityville, L. I. – By Virginia L. Jackson – A celebration of the first anniversary of the REV. DAVID BROWN, pastor of Holy 

Trinity Baptist Church, began September 18 and ended Monday evening.  The REV. A. A. AMOS, pastor of Bethel A. M. E. 

Church of Albany Avenue, who was scheduled to appear on Monday evening, was unable to be present because of a fractured 

ankle received from a fall on Sunday, en route to Bayshore, L. I.  The REV. MR. AMOS is in Brooklyn Hospital.  Other ministers 
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participating were the REV. G. ABBOT of Huntington, L. I.; the REV. J. OSCAR JONES of Rockville Center, L. I.: the REV. S. 

M. B. USERY of Hempstead, L. I., and REV. ALLEN, pastor of Macedonia Baptist Church of Jamaica, L. I. and the REV. E. R. 

ARTIST,  field missionary of Brooklyn. 

 

MESDAMES JOSEPH YOUNG and E. P. GREEN motored to Huntington, where they were the dinner guests of MR. and Mrs. 

FREDERIC BRIGHTEN on Friday.  Other guests present were MR. and MRS. THOMAS STATEN and son and MRS. ANNIE 

SEAMAN, all of Syosset, L. I.  After dinner the guests were entertained by vocal and instrumental selections rendered by MRS. 

STATEN and her son. 

 

MRS. IRENE CHEATHAM and her sister, MRS. CATHERINE A. CONNER, left the city last Monday for Appomattox, Va. To 

attend the funeral of their father P. McKinsley. 

 

The members of the Bethel A. M. E. Church are celebrating “Harvest Home,” an old custom of the church.  A quarterly 

meeting was held on Sunday. 

 

A birthday anniversary party was given Thursday for JOHN, JR. and EDDIE, two sons of MRS. BEATRICE CLARK.  Many of 

their little friends were present.  The adults present in the evening were MR. and MRS. C. BRAITHWAIATE, MR. and MRS 

TETLOW DEVINE, MR. and MRS. P. FOWLER; MESDAMES G. (Geraldine) HUNTER, E. MARSHALL, M. BOYD, V. 

JACKSON; MISSES L. and ANNA COLLINS and DR. REGINALD CHAUTRELLE.  (Jackson, p. 11) 

 

[NOTE: Harvest Home is an Indian custom.]  

 

1933 Oct. 18 Amityville, L. I. – By Virginia Jackson – MRS. CLARA B. WATERS and daughter, ANGELLA of Newark, N. J., and MRS. L. 

HOWARD of Boston were guests of MR. and MRS. BOYD on Thursday. 

 

“New Wives for Old,” a comic drama, was repeated by special request at Bethel A. M. E. Church on Thursday evening.  Among 

those taking part were Mesdames G. (Geraldine) HUNTER, EVA STEELE, M. BOYD, G. TERRELL; MISS A. MOORE and 

LEWIS ROBINSON. 

 

The Amityville boarding mothers and children of the C. O. A. were given an ___ing to jam__ on Columbus Day. 

 

A Masquerade party was given at the home of MISS RUBY HINKSON on Friday by the members of the Junior Missionary 

Society. 

 

MR. and MRS. ARTHUR FABRE, son, LEO, and daughter, MILDRED, of Louisiana left here on Thursday en route to Montreal, 

Toranto, Quebec and Chicago, after a visit to their uncle and aunt, MR. and MRS. JAMES ALLEN.  They were also the guest of 

G___ Payne of Seaford, L. I.  (Jackson, p. 15) 

 

1933 Dec. 6 Amityville, L. I. – MRS. HANNAH E. HUNTER of Albany Avenue spent Thanksgiving with her son, MILFORD L. HUNTER, 

581 Herkimer Street, Brooklyn.    
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MISS E. BERNICE FOWLER is vacationing in New York City with MRS. TED CROSLIN, 137 West 137
th

 Street, and her aunt, 

MRS. RICHARD NICKENS, 1327 Prospect Avenue, Bronx. 

 

A family reunion and dinner was held thanksgiving Day at the home of MR. and MRS. D. STEELE of Towelers Lane.  The guest 

included the REV. A. W. PURSE, Bridgeton, N. J.; MR. and MRS D. TREADWELL, MR. and MRS. C. BREWSTER, 

Hempstead, L. I.; MISS KANE NASSAU, Garden City, L. I.; MR. and MRS COBB and family, East Millston, L. I.; MR. and 

MRS. M. LIEVI, A. JACKSON, Westbury; MR. and MRS. R.L JOYNES, MISS LL. JOYNES, Bayshore; MR. and MRS. R. 

BRYANT, MISS M. WINGFIELD, MRS. L. J. COLLYMORE, F. SMITH and family, this city.  (Jackson, p. 11) 

 

1933 Dec. 13 Amityville, L. I. – By Virginia Jackson – MR. and MRS. OLIVER BUNN, MR. and MRS. NICHOLAS RICE of Babylon; 

MRS. OTIS BUNN, HERBERT and JOE TRAVIS and RICHARD RICE of Manhattan arrived here last Sunday by motor from 

Lawrenceville, Va., after attending funeral services of MRS. SARAH RICE, their mother and grandmother, respectively.  MRS. 

RICE is survived by eight children, fourteen grandchildren and nine great grand children. 

 

MRS. AUDREY FOWLER was tendered a baby shower last Wednesday evening by members of the Women’s Auxiliary.  MISS 

DEMARIS BREWSTER was hostess. 

 

DR. GRAHAM of Manhattan was the guest speaker of the Get-Together Club on Thursday, when it presented a program at the 

Holy Trinity Baptist Church. 

 

Senior Choir of Holy Trinity Baptist Church was entertained at the home of MRS. ANNIE FOWLER last week. 

 

MISS LILLIAN COLLINS was tendered a surprise miscellaneous shower by the Blue Check Dramatic Club at her home last 

Tuesday evening.    Miss Collins is to be married tomorrow. 

 

A Tom Thumb Wedding, directed by MRS. REVIS, teacher of Class No. 1 of Bethel A. M. E. Sunday School, will be given 

tomorrow. 

 

MR. and MRS. CHOICE BELL entertained as their week-end guests MRS. ALICE SMITH, MISSES VERNON WORD and 

DOLORES BELL, all of Manhattan also ELIJAH BELL. (Jackson, p. 11) 

 

1933 Oct. 11 Amityville, L. I. – By Virginia L. Jackson – MR. and MRS. JOHN DAVENPORT OF NORFOLK, Va. Left the city for their 

home on Friday, after spending a week here visiting relatives.  The Davenports visited the World’s Fair.  En route to Norfolk they 

will visit friends in Philadelphia. 

 

The centennial anniversary of Bethel A. M. E. Church was celebrated from October 1 to 6.  During the illness of the REV. MR. 

AMOS, the REV. C. J. LAWTON of Brooklyn took charge.  Those participating on the programs throughout the week were the 

REV. J. L. LUNDY, pastor of Bethel Church, Rockville Center, L. I.; the REV. W. F. COFFEY (Cuffee), pastor of Huntington A. 

M. E. Church, L. I.; the REV. DAVID BROWN, pastor of Holy Trinity Baptist Church; the REV. WILLIAM MCKINLEY 
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DAWKINS,  

Pastor of Macedonia A. M. E. Church, Flushing, L. I.  Also MRS. MARIE MILLER, MRS. STEPHEN HUNTER, DOROTHY 

LAWSON and FRANCES E. FOWLER; DAVID FOWLER and NICHOLAS MILLER.   C. A. HOLMES was in charge of 

decorations and stewardess Boards No. 1 and 2 were in charge of refreshments each night. 

 

MRS. STEPHEN HUNTER, director of Junior Choir of Holy Trinity Baptist Church, gave a recital in Rockville Center on last 

Monday evening.   

 

The Senior choir met at the home of its president, MRS. MARY BOYD, on last Wednesday, with MRS. ETTA MARSHALL, 

organist, and MRS. MARSHALL BRADLEY, leader.  MRS. DAVID BROWN of Jamaica is also a member.  The choir will make 

its initial appearance soon.  (Jackson, p. 11) 

 

1934 Jan. 3 Amityville, L. I. – By Virginia Jackson – MRS. E. P. GREEN was hostess at a dinner party on Christmas Day to the following 

guest: MR. and MRS. THOMAS GREEN, the REV. MR. JONES of Wyandanch, L. I.; MRS. A. SYLVIA and daughters 

ALBERTA and ETHOLA and son EMMANUAL, all of Brooklyn; Elder HUFFMAN of Manhattan, THOMAS GREEN, JR. and 

ALFRED ALLEN GREEN. 

 

MR. and MRS. F. M. BOYD entertained as their guest during the holidays WILLIE HAMPTON of Bellmore and PERCY 

HAMPTON of Manhattan.  [Additional information could not be read.] (Jackson, p. 13) 

 

1937  In 1937, a Pow Wow was hosted by Harry Thompson held on his property. This Pow Wow was the precursor to our Annual Labor 

Day Pow Wow. 

 

1938  Hurricane hit Long island damaging the Shinnecock Church.   (Nicholson, May 1956, p. 24) 

 

1938 Jan 8 In 1938, an Office of Indian Affairs document, a list of “Tribes by State and Agency,” lists “Shinnecock”—and Cayuga, Mohawk, 

Montauk, Oneida, Onondaga, Seneca, and Tuscarora -- living in New York (Interior 1/8/1938, 3). (BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 33 (24)) 

 

1939  The present Shinnecock church after severe damage by the 1938 hurricane was restored in 1939.    (Nicholson, May 1956, p. 24) 

 

1939 Sept. 9 Long Island News – Amityville, L. I. – REV. and MRS. ARRON A. WOODS have returned from Cullen, VA., where they were 

spending a month’s vacation.  Rev. Woods is Pastor of the Holy Trinity Baptist Church.   

 

REV.  JAMES H. THOMAS, Pastor of the Bethel A. M. E. Church is celebrating “Men’s Day” at his church Sunday, with the 

oldest Odd Fellows Lodge 3686, of Roslyn, as guest. 

 

Sunday afternoon the regular second Sunday Benjamin Banneker Tea will be held at “Watervliet.”  MISSES ROBERTA 

HUNTER,  

GERTRUDE SMITH, DORIS AMBROSE, MRS CONNIE EDWARDS, and MRS S. KIDWELL, of East Islip, Long Island will 

appear on the program.  Another highlight in the program, which is scheduled for 5 p. m.   
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1941  A 1941 list of “Tribes by State and Agency” lists “Shinnecock”—along with the Cayuga, Mohawk, Montauk, Oneida, Onondaga, 

Seneca, and Tuscarora—living in New York (Interior 1941). (BIA, 2009 Dec 15, p. 33 (24)) 

 

1957 Sept. 14 NY Amsterdam News, Sept 14, 1957 

  

FATHER ACCUSED OF SLAYING SON 

  

A North Amityville father who shot a nephew in the leg five years ago in an argument over property and has a police record of 

other arrests, asserted went one step further this week by slaying his 18-year old son with an ancient Springfield rifle. 

  

The slug passed through the boy, VICTOR HUNTER and he was dead three minutes later.  His father JOHN O. [HUNTER] is 

being held by authorities.  The Hunters live at Washington Ave. and Williams Street. 

  

Trouble started when Hunter, a painter, returned home from work Saturday to find his son and a friend, HARRY MILLER, 14, of 

Great Neck Road working on his son's car.  It was parked against Hunter's wishes in the back yard. 

  

Told to Move Car 

  

Hunter told his son to get the car out of the yard, according to Babylon police.  The boy is reported to have said that the car didn't 

have a license and couldn't be taken out. 

  

Police emphasized that no argument developed.  "VICTOR was not the kind of boy that would talk back,"  they told the 

Amsterdam News. 

  

The father told the boy that there were "other ways," according to the police, of settling the issue. 

  

Goes into House 

  

The boys started pushing it down the driveway.  Meanwhile, Hunter went into the house.  He swore at the boys when he returned 

to the porch with his World War I rifle.  Placing it on his hip, he started firing.  Victor was hit and Miller ran for the police.   

  

Hunter told authorities the shot was accidental and that he was showing the boys the infantry manual of arms.  He added that he 

thought the gun contained blanks.   

  

Hunter and his wife Virginia have another son and five daughters. 

 

1960  Currently Director/Curator, Shinnecock Nation Cultural Center and Museum, Shinnecock Reservation, Southampton, NY.  Born 

in 1960 in Southampton, NY, DAVID BUNN MARTINE is of Shinnecock/Montauk, Chiricahua Apache and Hungarian descent. 
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He currently lives on the Shinnecock Indian Reservation on Long Island. He comes from an artistic family: his mother 

MARJORIE MARTINEZ was a classically trained singer and his father, THOMAS SIKLOS, is a church choir director and voice 

teacher. His Shinnecock great-grandfather, CHARLES SUMNER BUNN, was a master wood-carver of shore bird decoys and a 

professional guide and hunter. Charles’ father was the first-mate on whaling ships that went around the world on sea voyages. 

David’s uncle, DAVID MARTINEZ was a commercial artist, photographer and woodcarver. David graduated from the University 

of Oklahoma, Norman, with a B.F.A. with honors; attended the Institute of American Indian Arts, Santa Fe, certificate program 

with a major emphasis in museum studies; and attended Central State University, Edmond, Oklahoma and obtained M.Ed. in Art 

Education.   Some Apache ancestors are well known in history. His great-grandfather was a warrior named CHIN-CHEE and was 

killed in battle with Geronimo’s band in 1886. His step-great-grandfather was Martine, one of two Apache scouts who helped 

Geronimo to surrender for the final time in 1886. He is also related to CHIEF VICTORIO AND CHIEF MANGAS 

COLORADAS. Living on the Shinnecock Reservation and being at the family owned gift shop, Teepee In The Hills Indian 

Trading Post, David absorbed the history of his heritage and began drawing and selling portraits of Indian chiefs, sailing ships and 

animals at a young age. Artistic influences include Apache artist and relative, Allan Houser, Norman Rockwell, and the Wyeths. 

Specializing in oil portraits using a classical realistic style, he also does murals (the largest being 8’x20’), book illustrations, and 

paints historical Indian scenes based on research of anthropological, archaeological, ethnographic and oral history documentation. 

He has also done large-scale wood-carvings such as carved poles from trees, heads, and clubs. 

SELECTED EXHIBITIONS 
Rogers Memorial Library, Southampton, NY 2001 "Whaling: A Cultural Odyssey", Sag Harbor Whaling & Historical Museum, 

NY 2001 

”Eastern Stars: New York Alumni of the Institute of American Indian Arts,”  

AICH Gallery, NY 1998 

Southampton Artist's Association Memorial Day Exhibition 1998  

The Native American Experience: Long Island, New York and Beyond, "We are  

All Connected" - New York City, NY 1997  

Southampton Artist’s Association July 4 Juried Exhibition, 1998, Honorable Mention 

Southampton Artist’s Association Labor Day Weekend Exhibition, 1998 

The Native American Experience: Long Island, New York and Beyond, 

“We Are All Connected-The Native American Experience,” Hofstra University, NY 1998  

Cafe Exhibition, Border Bookstore, Commack, NY 1998 

Teepee In The Hills Indian Trading Post/Gallery, Southampton, NY 1998 

The Gallery at Bristol-Myers Squibb, Princeton, NJ 

“From The Heart/Contemporary Native American Art of the Mid-Atlantic Region” 

Intercultural Resource Center at Columbia University, 1992 

“Circle of Power” American Indian Community House Gallery/Museum, 1992 

Indigenous Visions Gallery, Southampton, NY 1992 

Huntington Arts Council, Huntington, NY 1989  

“Rider With No Horse” Minor Injury Gallery, Brooklyn, NY, 1988 

“Medicine Show”, “Rider With No Horse” Jamaica Arts Center, Queens, NY, 1988 

“Rider With No Horse” Hutchin’s Gallery, C.W. Post Campus, LIU, 1988 

“Masks”, “Rider With No Horse” Gallery of the Manhattan Borough President, New York City, 1988 
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“Reflections of the Past: Coastal Indian Life”, Chesterfield Gallery, Southampton, NY, 1987 

Guild Hall, Easthampton, NY, Artist Member’s Exhibit, 1986 

Ocean View Lounge, Southampton Campus, LIU, Southampton, 1985 

“In Beauty It Is Begun...”, Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City, 1973 

SELECTED COMMISSIONS 
Children's Mural, Challenge America Grant Joint Project, Family Preservation  

Center, Shinnecock Reservation, Southampton, NY 2002 

"The Peaceful People and the First Nations Mural", American Friends Service  

Committee, New York, NY 2001 

Shinnecock Indian Wigwam Replica, full-size scale exhibit, "Treasures of  

Long Island" exhibition, Museums at Stony Brook, NY 1998 

Shinnecock Indian Wigwam Replica, full-size scale exhibit, “Treasures of Long Island” Exhibition, Museums at Stony Brook, 

SUNY, NY 1998 

"First Settlers and Farmers" oil painting for the Water Mill Museum, Water  

Mill, NY 1997 

"Six Cultural Phases" murals for Shinnecock Nation Cultural Center and  

Museum, Southampton, NY 1994 

"Six Cultural Phases" mural for Long Island Culture History Lab and Museum,  

Hoyt Farm Park, Commack, NY 1989  

Fort Sill Apache Tribal Seal, 1984 

Website:  www.davidmartine.com 

 

   

http://www.davidmartine.com/
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